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CLARENTINE. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The entire and unexpefted acquittal 
that terminated Lady Delmingion's letter, 
afflifting as was its general tenour, proved 
to Clarentine a fource of alleviation the 
moft chearing, and the moft grateful. 
Her heart, lightened of the heavy weight 
that had opprefled and funk it, whilft la- 
bouring beneath unmerited obloquy, now 
glowed with fenfations of affeftion and 
delight; and aflared that wherever fhe 
went, the efteem and good wifhes of her 
friends would follow her, fhe fummoned 
all her refolution to her aid, in order to 
accomplifli the tafk afligned her, with 
chearfulnefs and refignation, 

VOL. II. B Her 



2 CLARENTINE. 

Her letter to Mr. Lenbam was natural 
and refpeftful. She began by apologiz- 
ing, after fo many years abfence, after fo 
long and mutual a filence, for venturing 
to recall to bis memory an objeQ: that 
muft be fo nearly obliterated from it; and 
then, as a ftill further excufe for the li- 
berty fhe was taking, made ufe of the 
name of Mr. Somerfet, and related in fim- 
ple and plain terms the flattering encou- 
ragement he had given her to apply to 
Mr. Lenham for proteftion and counte- 
nance, fliould any unforefeen event ever 
lay her under the neceffity of quitting 
Delmington Houfe. Such an event, fhe 
added, bad now occurred; and it was the 
wifli of Lady Delmington herfelf, that 
flie fliould hazard the application with 
which flie was about to trouble him. 

Proceeding after this to ftate the na* 
ture of that application more at large, fhe 
hinted next, as delicately as fhe could, 
the terms upon which, alone. Lady Del- 
mington had emboldened her to make 
fuch a requeft; and concluded by en- 
treating, that whenever he favoured her 
^ith an anfwer, he would be as clear and 
explicit upon that article as pofBble. 

3 Having 
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Having direfted and fent oflF this letter, 
(he would by the fame poft have written 
again to Sophia:: but apprehenfive that 
I^dy Delmington might difapprove her 
taking too frequent advantage of the per- 
miffion fii« had granted her to continue 
the correfpondence, (he compelled herfelf 
to remain filent till ffae heard from Mr. 
Lenham, anxious as (he was to prove, 
how little reality there was, in the idea 
her Ladyfliip feemed to entertain of 
her having conceived a flronger degree 
of aife&ion for Sir Edgar, than Qie had 
hitherto avowed. 

Nothing, in truth, could be more ill- 
grounded than this charge. That Cla- 
rentine loved him, in remembrance of 
the early frlendftiip pf their childhood, 
was fully fenfible of the g6odncf$<of his 
hearty and did ample juftice to his talents 
and his converfation, (he wiflicd not to 
difown: but that (he now felt, or ever 
had experienced for him, that fpecies of 
preferencd Lady Delmington, in one part 
of her letter, imputed, to her, ihe found 
herfelf ready, in the face of heavisn, to 
deny! Nor did fiie think there was ai^y 
merit in having thus withftood him ; fince 

B 2 YA'^^Xy 



'4 CLARENTINE. 

Edgar, warmly as he had lately (hewn 
himfelf attached to her, had never before 
given her any reafon to beKeve him fo 
partial : but on the contrary, by his ex- 
treme verfatility, and inexplicable incon- 
fiftencies, had often led her to fufpeft he 
was aftually playing a part for his own 
private amufement, whenever he fhewed 
himfelf more attentive to her than ufual. 
Above all difguife berfelf, inexperienced, 
and diffident of her own powers of attrac- 
tion, it had not once occurred to her that 
it was poffibleany human being could 
endure a ftate of fuch perpetual anxiety, 
and undergo fo long and irkfome a reftraint, 
merely from motives of concealed affec- 
tion for her. As he had now, however, 
entered upon her juftification, and made 
fo honourable a report in her favour, fhe 
hoped, fhould the fubjeS be again reviv- 
ed, he would likewife undeceive his fa- 
mily with regard to her knowledge of, or 
participation in his fentiments. 

Whilft thefe refleftions occupied her 
mind, as Ibe fat near the window at which 
fhe had been writing, a fcene caught her 
attention from the road^ which eifedually 
baniihed every remembrance of her own 

concerns. 
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concerns, and left her only fenfible to 
emotions of compaffion and terror. 

A lady and gentleman, driving pall in 
a curricle, and followed by a fervant and 
a child on horfeback, had been flopped, 
at the moment of Clarentine's looking up, 
by the cries of their little companion, 
whofe horfe trotting unguardedly on, had 
ftumbled within twenty yards of the farm 
houfe, and with fome violence thrown her 
to the ground. 

She was inflantly raifed, and carried to 
a bank by the fide of the road, where the 
lady, who had already alighted, was fup« 
porting and foothing her, when Claren- 
tine, breathlefs with eagernefs, ran out to 
offer her fervices, and to entreat the little 
fufferer might be carried into the houfe, 
till it was known whether Ihe had not re- 
ceived any injury that required immedi- 
ate attention. 

The lady, ftruck by her appearance, 
and the benevolent earneftnefs with which 
ihe fpoke, looked up at her with ex- 
treme furprife, and after a moment's he- 
fitation, thanked her for the offer, and 
rifing with the child in her arms, prepared, 
as well as the gentleman who had driven 

B 3 Vv^x^ 



6 CLAREKTINE. 

her, to follow whither flie chofe to 
lead. 

On their emrance into the houfe they 
were nmet by Madame d'Arzele, who 
from her own window, which was juft over 
that of Clarentine, having likewife be- 
held the whole tranfa£iion, was now on 
the point of rufhing out with the fame 
friendly intention9. 

She hurried them al] into the parlour; 
and then, fending for her maid> an expe- 
rienced attendant upon children, recburfe 
was had to the common application made 
ufe of upon fuch occafions ; and in a Ibort 
time the little girl, being but very flightly 
hurt, fmiled upon her pew fifiends with 
aifeBionate gladnefs, and wit4i far more 
fenfibility than could h^ve been expefledl 
from her age, gratefully repeated to thenn 
the thanks and apologies the lady die* 
tated to her. 

As the two ftrang^rs both fpoke French 
very fluentlyt and f$eme4 particularly 
charmed by the manners and converfa- 
lion of Madame d'Ara^ele, to whom Cla^ 
rentine willingly refigned the taflc of en- 
tertaining theni, it was with evident re* 
lu6tance they ^ leagth rofe to depart. 

Al 
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At the door, whither Clarentine attended 
them, they entreated permiflion to call 
again ; and the lady informing her of her 
name and ahode, added, that before (he 
and her friend left Sidmouth, fhe fhould 
likewife hope for the honour of feeing- 
them at her own lodging. 

Clarentine curtfying in fllence, took 
the direflion that was offered her, and the 
next minute, the curricle being brought 
to the door, they lifted the interefting lit« 
tie girl into it, and placing themfelves on 
each fide her, drove her away. 

" Eh bien," cried Madame d'Arzelc^ 
when Clarentine went back to her, •^ com- 
ment trouvez-vous notre inconnue ? 
£lle a un petit minots de fantaifie qui me 
plait beaucoup ; et en converfatioo, pi*- 
quante et enjouee me, paroit remplie 
d*efprit et d'agrement."* 

Clarentine fmiled, and anfwered, *« If 
I honeftly confefs, that I was more ftruck 
by the expreffion of fincerity and good- 
nefs t\izx marked the countenance of the 
gentleman, than by the fparkUng vivacity 

• " Well, what ts your opinion ofour pretty ftrangcr? 
Her comic little countenance pl^fed me extremely, a^ 
weU as the gaiety and fpirit of her coaTerfation." 

B 4 ^^ 



8 -CLARENTINE. 

of his'brilliant companion^ what will you 
fay to me r" 

'* That your tafte is more folid than 
my own, and that in all probability you 
are perfeftly right: but Ihew me their 
card." 

Clarentine did fo, and Madame d'Ar- 
zele read aloud the names of Admiral 
Compton, and Mrs. Henry Hertford. 

*' Admiral !" repeated fhe, " then> 
perhaps, Clarentine, he knows your friend 
Captain Somerfet ! " 

Clarentine (hook her head with a look 
of incredulity, and the tears ftarted into 
her eyes, which Madame d'Arzele ob- 
ferving, inftantly changed the fubjefl; 
and fpon after they were called to din- 
ner. 

In the evening, 'Clarentine, who had 
not been out for fome days, and was 
anxious, as much as poflible, to dif- 
fipate her mind, and drive away the me- 
lancholy ideas that perpetually obtruded 
themfelves, obtained Madame d'Arzele's 
permiffion to take Pauline with her, and 
fet out on a walk towards the fea fide.. 

Upon their arrival at the beach, not 
finding any company there, Clarentirve 

feated 
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feated herfelf upon the edge of a finall 
boat, which had lately been drawn out of 
the water to undergo fome repairs, whilft 
her little friend wandering about in fearch 
of Ihells and weeds, found a fpecies of 
intereft and amufement in attending to 
the occupation of a party of poor fifher- 
men, who, immediately oppofite to the 
flation fhe had chpfen, were bufily 
employed in dragging up their nets; and 
whofe diftant voices, as they were occa* 
fionally raifed or depreffed, taught her 
bow to judge of their fuccefs, or how to 
pity their difappointment. 

Whilft engaged in this contemplation, 
time infenfibly ftble on, and the fun had 
already been fet fome minutes before 
Clarentine recolleded the hour,or thought 
of returning; rifing at length, however, 
and looking round for her young com- 
panion, what was her furp'rifc to fee her 
advancing with a gentleman who held her 
band, and whom, as they drew nearer, 
flie difcovered to be Mr. Eltham. 

Haftening forward the moment he 
caught her eye, and gaily addreding 
her — " Oh, that I were a poet/' ex- 
claimed he ^* to celebrate, as it deferves, 

B 5 this 
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this romantic fcene, and the lovely feai 
nymph that contributes fa much to ens- 
bellifhit! 

Claremine, to vrhom, fince (he waft 
grown hopetefs of ever revifiting DeU 
mfington berfelf, the fight of any one (he 
had formerly known there afforded a fort 
of melancholy gratification, now beheld 
Mr. Eltham with more pleafure than fhe 
had ever before experienced, and fmijing • 
at the flightinefs with which he began the 
converfatioh, rallied him upon his un- 
fafhionable gallantry^ and exprefled her 
wonder at feeing him thus unexpefledly 
at Sidmouth« 

Delighted at a reception that partook 
fo little of the frigid folemnity that had 
hitherto marked her condu£t towards him, 
and conftruing this change into a favour^> 
able omen, Eltham, in high good hu-^ 
mour, as they proceeded towards the farm- 
houfe, at which Clarentiafe refided, began 
an aldcdunt of his journey, and of the mo- 
tives that had prompted him to undertake 
it; the principle one of which, he very 
fcrioufly averred, was iU-bealth^ and the 
great defire he had to try fea-bathing, and 
change of air ! 

Clarentine^ 



Ctarentine, half tempted to laugh at an^ 
aflertion, his looks and whole appearancq 
fo dire€lly contradi8;€d, yet judging it 
bed not to betray her incredulity, com- 
pelled herfelf to exprefs fome degree of 
concern upon the occafion; and then, 
giving a different turn to the converb* 
tioA, aCked him how long it was fince he 
had feen any of the family at Delming* 

** I was there yefterday,** anfwered 
he, ^^ and had the pleafure of a fhort 
tete-a-tete with Mrs. Harrington, by whom 
I was received.** 

" Did you fee no one elfe ? neither 
Lady Julia, nor Sophia?*' ** Oh yes; 
they. both came down before I went away. 
The latter had been fitting with her bror 
ther, who is now fufficiently recovered 
to bear reading aloud, and, I believe, 
begins to walk about bis room. I wa» 
not admitted to him of courfe : but I hear 
he looks extremely ill, and h low-fpirjted 
to a degree that renders him abfolutely 



©ervous," 



Clarentine fighed at this melancholy 
information, and for fome minuter, there 
was a iQutual and total filciice* f^tham^ 

B$ at 



12 CLARENTINE. 

at length, however, addreffing her again, 
faid— 

*' Have you formed any acquaintance, 
Mifs Delmington, fince you came here? 
Do you go out at all ?" 

** No, fcarcely ever, unlefs it is to walk 
with the children." 

'' You know none of the people then 
in this neighbourhood ?" 

" Yes, one lady there is,, whom acci- 
dent introduced to us. Her name is 
Hertford ; (he is a married woman, and 
was accompanied by a gentleman who 
being much older than herfelf, is proba- 
bly either her uncle, or her father/' 

^^ And this gentleman," cried Eltham, 
with fome earneftnefs, ^* what is be 
called?" 

'* Compton l'^ anfwered Clarentine.— ^ 
** Admiral Compton." — " The very wo- 
man !" exclaimed Eltham, with a wicked, 
though half fuppreffed laugh. — " Poor 
Harry Hertford's widow! And fo, Mifs 
Delmingtor^" continued he, ^^ you tell 
me this lady is at Sidmouth ? Pray, how 
often have you fecn her ?" 

'*. Only once," anfwered Clarentine. 
*^ But pray tell m€ likewife^ what you 

know 
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know about her, and why you laughed^ 
when 1 fpoke of her?" 

** Aye," cried he. " Firft, however, 
let me aflc, did you like her ? 

" That is nothing to the purpofe," an- 
fwered Clarentine; " if I fay I did, it 
will probably prevent your giving me 
the account I folicit ; and if I fay I did 
not^ it might lead you to be more fevere 
' than you would otherwise think right. — 
Excufe.my fpeaking of her, therefore, 
at all." 

" I do affure you," cried he, after a 
moment's refleftion, refuming a graver 
look, " thefe fcruples are very unne- 
ceflary. I know nothing of the lady that 
ought to be ferioufly conftrued to her 
difadvantage ; and if you could tell me 
where Ihe lodges, I would go and pay 
my refpeSs to her and the. Admiral to- 



morrow." 



'* I have no right then," cried Claren- 
tine, *' to enquire further, nor do I mean 
it. Only this, Mr. Eltham, let me fay; 
if you believe, or have any juft reafon to 
fufpeft Mrs. Hertford is not in every re- 
fpeft a proper acquaintance for Madame 
d'Arzele, you do very wrong lo Attv^ \v.% 
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fiucCf without any injury to the lady*s re- 
putation, you might put her on her guard 
againft contrading an intimacy, which^ at 
fome future period, fhe may have reafon 
to repent: as for me, I (hall not long 
be in any danger of meeting her; nor, if 
I were, do I think the world would be fa 
fcvere upon me, as upon a defencelefs 
young foreigner in Madame d Arzele's 
fituation, deftitute as fhe is of advocates^ 
and utterly unknown as are her princi* 
pies and chafrafter. Tell me therefore 
honeftly, Mr. Eltham, without entering 
into any detail, is Mrs. Hertford fuch a 
woman as, had you a fiRer, you would 
introduce to that fitter's acquaintance ?" 

Eltham paufed a moment ; looked irre« 
folute, and embarrafled ; but at length 
frankly anfwered — " Shei^»^//" 

" Enough," cried Clarentine grate- 
fully, " you may rely upon my difcre- 
tion, and reft aiTured that fo far froni 
feeking to know more, I will never men« 
tion her name to you again.'* 

" You will oblige me," returned El- 
tham; ^^ now therefore let us drop the 
iabjea/' 

The» 
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Then adverting to what (he had faid 
concerning her fpeedy removal from Sid* 
mouthy he enquired how foon (he pur* 
pofed going ? 

** I wait," anfwered^Clarentine, ** for 
letters from town, without which 1 can 
decide nothing." 

«^ Do you think then of fixing in 
London ?'V 

" I will be plain with you, Mr. EU * 
tham,*' replied Clarentine, with a good- 
humoured fmile; '^ there is one fubjefl 
upon which I have promiCed not to quef'^ 
tion yauj and it would oblige me parti- 
cularly, were you, upon this, not to quef- 
tion meJ* 

** I am filenced !" cried* Eltham — » 
♦* Pardon a curio(ity fo unlicenced, and 
aflure yourfelf, I will fuffer it to diftrefa 
you no more." 

«« Then all is well," faid Clarentinet 
** and as we are bound to mutual for* 
bearance upon thefe two articles, let us 
endeavour to outvie each other in the 
ftri&nefs with which we perform our en* 
gagements." 

*« Remember, however,*' cried Elthamf 
kM»ghiag| <^ that fair ai this cottv^^Ql 
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feems, mine is, by much, the hardeft part; 
fince you cannot poffibly be fo much in- 
terefted upon the fubjeft of Mrs. Hert- 
ford, as every man muft be upon that of 
Mifs Delmington/' 

'« If this were indeed the cafe," re- 
turned Clarentine, " ftill, 1 can fee no- 
thing in it, that would not be perfeftly 
juft. Upon every occafion the moft dif- 
ficult tafk has always been affigned to the 
man ; and were you now to be exempted 
from this general rule, where would be 
the merit of adhering to your agreement.?** 
They had by this time reached the 
houfe, and Madame d'Arzele coming out 
to meet them, Eltham was prevented from 
making any reply. 

That lady, though furprifed as much as 
Clarentine had been by his unexpe&ed 
appearance, received him with great po- 
litenefs, and looked, as fhe really felt, 
extremely glad to fee him. The anima- 
tion, and originality of his chara£ler, had 
Tendered him, even upon fo fhort an ac- 
quaintance, a confiderable favourite with 
"er ; and the extraordinary good breeding 
^Hh \vhich he conduaed himfelf towards 
*^^> joined to a very fafcinating and ele- 
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gant addrefs, all confpired to make her 
more partial to him, than to any of the 
other men fhe had feen,fince her refidence 
in England. It is true, flie had admired 
the diftinguifhed deportment of Sir Ed- 
gar, and been ftruck by the intelligence 
and exprefSon that charaSerized his 
countenance : but ignorant as fhe was of 
its caufe, the referve which frequently 
caft a gloom over his features^ and the 
cold gravity, that whilft it feemed intended 
to reprefs chearfulnefs in others, appeared 
likewife to denote an unfocial and con- 
temptuous difpofition in himfelf, had often 
difpleafed her extremely, and led her, 
very naturally, to fufpedl him of a degree 
of arrogance and pride, which at every 
period of life would have been offenfive, 
but in fo young a man, was peculiarly dif- 
gufting. She was not aware, that what 
flie miftook for fupercilioufnefs, was 
merely the efFeft of inquietude ; and that, 
had his heart been at eafe, and all his 
painful diftrufts at an end, the native 
fweetnefs of his temper would have fhone 
forth with luftre, and converted into un- 
qualified admirers, the very perfons who 
now IhrunJc at bis approach, and di^^di^^ 



tS CLARENTIMC. 

the apprehended feverity of his cridcirm: 
and his obfervation. 

It being almod dark when Clarentine 
and Eltham entered, Madame d Arzele 
immediately called for candles; and then^ 
having obtained his promife to fpend the 
remainder of the evening with them, apolo- 
gized for leaving the room, ^lid went up» 
as was her conftant praAice, to fee bee ^ 
childrea put to bed. 

Clarentine> as foon as Ihe was gonct 
placed herfelf at the table, and begao 
working; whil ft Eltham, converting upoa 
indifferent fubjefis^ walked up and dowa 
the room, occafionally flopping to look 
at the books that lay fcattered in different 
parts of it, and then again proceeding 
forward. After fome time, however, Cla- 
rentine finding that his perambulation haxi 
ceafed, and that he ftood quite Hill near 
the chimney, raifed* her eyes, and faw 
him, with the moft arch and expreffivc 
fniile, holding Mrs. Hertford's card in his. 
uand, and attentively examining it. This, 
^ver, without being confcious he had ex- 
cited obfervation, he carelefsly replaced 
J5* ^nd refumed his walk, ftill wearing the 
^^e look of malicious Cgnificancy*. 

For 
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For the contempt thus plainly mani- 
fefted, and the fingularky of Eltham's 
whole behaviour with regard to this lady,t 
it is now time to account. 

I 

The laft-year of his being at Weftmin- 
(ler fchool, having contracted a particu* 
lar intimacy with one of the fcholars 
named Godfrey, a ward of Admiral 
Compton's, he ufed frequently with this 
young man to be invited to that gentle- 
manV houfe, and there to fpend feveral 
days fucceflively. Previous to his be- 
eofliing acquainted with the family, Charles 
Godfrey, his friend, who was two or 
^rec years older than himfclf, had con- 
ceived a violent paflion for the Admiral *» 
fiiece, Mils Compton, who, at that time^ 
was about twenty, smd who had long claa- 
deftinely encouraged his love, and mod 
anxioufly fought to heighten and en- 
crc^fe it. On the firft introdu£iioti how* 
ever of young Eltham, whether captiva** 
ted by^he faperior elegance of bis per- 
fon, or theftill greater fuperiority of his^ 
fortune, is unknown ; but, certain it is, 
file inftanUy changed her plan, levelled 
ail her powers of attraction againft him, 
and by the flattering attention Ihe paid 
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him, and the condefcending fweetnefs of 
her manners, very foon fucceeded in 
making him the fecret rival of poor God- 
frey. 

Thus far, powerfully affifted by her 
ownteauty, and yet more, by the vanity 
and inexperience of her deluded lover, 
fhe found it no very difficult taCk to per- 
fuade him to an elopement, and accord* 
ingly, one fine moon-light night, 

'.* When the fwect winds did gently ki(s the trees, 
<* And they did make no noife," 

taking advantage of the abfence of htr- 
uncle, whom fhe was afraid to truft pre- 
maturely, but whofe pardon Ihe had no 
doubt of obtaining on her return, they 
fat off together for Scotland, and travel- 
led fome miles with uninterrupted fpeed 
and facility ! 

Half way on their journey, however, 
unhappily for this enterprizing lady, El- 
tham's good genius, in the perfon of one 
of his truftees, purfued, and overtook 
them ; in confequence of which, Mifs 
Compton and her maid were fent back 
to town in the fame chaife that had con- 
veyed them from it, and the defpairing 
Mn Eltham, with his providential deli- 
verer^ 
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verer, took the direft road to Oxford, 
where he was immediately entered, and 
left under the care of a very rigid tutor. 
During the two fir ft years that he fpent 
at the univerfity, he heard very little, 
either of Mif^ Compton, or her uncle. 
.Charles Godfrey, he learnt, was gone 
abroad, after every art had been unfuc- 
cefsfully tried by his quondam miftrefs, in 
order to regain her empire over him, 
and to extenuate her own conduft. Since 
then, {he had failed in feveral other at- 
tempts to enfure new conquefts ; and laft 
of all, he was told, fhe had retired with a 
diAant relation to a fmall houfe, belong- 
ing to the Admiral, near Portfmouth. 

riere (he became acquainted with Mr. 
Hertford, the elder brother of a young 
Lieutenant in the navy, whom he had left 
' Oxford to pay a vifit to, whilft he lay at 
; Spithead. Eltham, who was in the fame 
college, knew him well : but little fuf- 
pefting what would be the event of his 
journey, and unwilling to expofe either 
Mifs Compton, or himfelf, he had never 
mentioned her to him, and faw him no 
moretill he was aSually married ! 

Admiral 



Admiral Compton, indulgent as bn 
niece had fuppofed him, and deficient as 
he had certainly been in early attention to 
her conduct, was not only extremely in- 
ccnfed againft her, on account of ber 
elopement with Eltham, but alfo, upon 
occafion of her marriage with Mr. Hert- 
ford. This young man, who was not yet 
of age, he knew to be the eldeft fon of 
a large family, which had been left at his 
father's death nearly unprovided for, and 
extremely dependant upon his future 
kindnefs. His eftate was fmall, though 
report had, to his cod, probably made it 
much greater; and when it came into his 
poffcfTion, the unbounded extravagance 
of his wife, joined to his own indolence 
of difpofition, cotnpleated his ruin at the 
end of two years. 

They were now obliged to feek a re- 
fuge abroad, till their affairs could, in 
'ome meafure, be arranged. The place 
^^^ fixed upon for their reCdence was 
Switzerland; and here, in his twenty i 
third year, Mr. Hertford died. Eltham, 
^^ Was then on his travels, happening 
^J^e at Laufanne when his friend was 
••*^n ill, went to fee him j and after h^ 
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iv'as no more, though he did not continue 
vifiting bis widow, aififted her in a peca-^ 
niary way to a large amount, and then 
cancelling the bonds fhe had given him, 
and encloling them to her with a very 
polite note, be purfued his journey into 
Italy. 

Eight montb9 now elapfed, during 
which he heard nothing more of her. At 
the end of that time, being one night at a 
ball given by the EngliQi Ambaflador at 
Naples, he unexpectedly £aw her again, 
^tccompanied by a lady, who proved to 
be the fame perfon Ihe had fpent fo many 
months with, previous to her n>arriage. 

Lets apprehenfive of his own credulity, 
however fpecious might be her artifices, 
and therefore lefs inclined to avoid her, 
^an whilft he fufpeded fhe retained any 
power over his heart, he boldly (lepped 
up to her, the moment (he had taken a (eat, 
and concluding from her appearance in 
fo gay a fcene, it would be fuperfluous 
to addrefs her in the language of condole- 
^ mem, or (biemnity, he began with great 
gallantry, by reproaching her for fuffer* 
ing one hour to elapfe after her arrivaWt 
Naples^ without fending to lutoiivx VCvsv ^ 
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where he might have the honour of wait- 
ing upon her; and then enquiring what 
ftay fhe purpofed making, without wait- 
ing for an anfwer, he protefted in the 
fame breath, he had never feen her look 
fo handfome in her life, and ihould be 
utterly inconfolable unlefs fhe flood up 
and danced with him immediately. 

Such a debut^ fo eafy, fo familiar, and 
unceremonious, Mrs Hertford found ex- 
tremely difconcerting. Hitherto, accuf- 
tomed only to view Eltham in the light 
of an ardent and fubmiffive lover, or of 
^ generous, and refpeftful friend, (fuch 
as he had fhewn himfelf upon the death of 
her hufband,) fhe was totally unprepared 
for fo fudden a change, and completely 
at a lofs how to treat him. Concluding^ 
however, the wifeft policy would be to 
adopt his own deportment, and manners, 
and changing as he changed, to accom- 
modate herfelf to the humour of the mo- 
ment, her countenance brightened in an 
inflant, and fmiling upon him with the 
mofl facinating fweetnefs, on his urging 
her again to fland up, fhe gave him her 
hand, and readily confented to follow 
him. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Hertford, employing with won- 
derful ingenuity every art (he was mif- 
trefs of in order ^o pleafe, animate, and 
entertain her too-prefuming partner, fuc- 
ceeded, onc^ again, before the evening 
was over, in completely turning his bead ; 
he forgot the unfavourable opinion he 
had lately harboured of her — forgot every 
impropriety of her paft condufl, and fen- 
Hble only to her allurements, her beauty, 
the faUies of her wit, and the vivacity 
of herconverfation, he went home fully 
pcrfuaded he had cruelly injured her, and 
-more paflionately in love than even 

Early the following morning, he re- 
paired to her houfe ; fhe refufed feeing 
him till evening; but to foften this feve- 
rity, fent Mrs. Caftleton, the lady who 
lived with her, down to him, to fay, that 
nothing but indifpofition, the confjsquence 
of her laft night's fatigue, fhould have pre- 
vented her admitting him, the moment his 
name was announced. 

Thus irritating hi^ impatience to fee 
*er, by delay ; and at the fame time alarm^ 
inghim, by a falfe report of her illnefs, 
Eltham took his leave, determined, wlicn 
the evening came, to give up every other 



*> 
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engagement, and dedicate it wholly t« 
her. . . 

Accordingly, at the appointed hour, 
he again prefented himfelf at her door, 
and with more parade and ceremony 
than his impetaofity led him to approve, 
was condufled through a long fuito of 
apartments on the ground floor, into a 
very elegant falcon, where furrounded 
by a numerous circle, chiefly compofed 
of gentlemen, he found Mrs. Hertford, 
converfing indifcriminately, with equal 
eafe and gaiety, with every individual of 
her little court, and fixing as irrifiitaMy 
the attention, as flie commanded the ho- 
mage of the whole room. 

At once confounded and amazed at 
the fight of fo brilliant an aflembly, after 
the pathetic 'defcription he had heard in 
the morniftg of her languor and indifpo* 
fition, Eitham, with fome indignation, 
flopped irrefolute at the entrance of the 
room, dt^bating within himfelf whether he 
Should proceed or «ot. 

Whilfl:.thus undetermined, however, a 
nod of falutation from Mrs. Hertford, 
accompanied by a moft^ gracious fraile,^ 
and a motion of the hand that invited him 

to 
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to approach, put an immediate end to bis 
deliberations, and induced him hallily to 
advance. 

As there happened at that moment to 
be a vacant feat next her^ he took poffef- 
^on of it, and as foon as the firft compli- 
ments were over, inftead of joining in the 
general converfation, employed himfelf 
very deliberately in furveying the diffe- 
rent figures that compofed the motly 
groupe around him, endeavouring by their 
exterior appearance to form fome judg- 
meat of their characters and difpofitions. 

This review, during a ftiort time, af- 
forded him much amufement : but not 
having any one near liim to whom he 
could communicate his remarks, and find- 
ing, though there was much to ridicule, 
there was but little to intereft, he foon 
grew weary of the cynical part he bad 
chofen, and .was turning to begin fome 
trifling converfation with Mrs. Caftleton, 
whilft her friend was talking to a lady near 
her, when the door unexpeftedly opened 
with great precipitation, and the fervant 
announcing a new vifitor, whofe name 
however Eltham could not diflinftly 
hear, a young man of a very elega t de- 

C 2 . ip ;3XX.\xv^vCl 
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porttnent, made his appearance, and 
haftening up to Mrs. Hertford, paid his 
refpefts to her, with infinite good«breed- 
ing, and then, ftill addrefiing her in 
Italian, which feemed to be his native 
language, apologized for not having 
wbbeyed her fummons in the morning. 
• « I was unavoidably detained," con- 
tinued he, " by a perfon who came to mc 
upon bufinefs, and whom I found it im- 
poffible todifmifs, till after the hour you 
had done me the honour to appoint* 
To-morrow, however,*' added he, "I 
hope to be at your orders the whole day." 
This fpeeeh, though it was uttered in 
a^ow voice, and evidently defigned for 
the ears of Mrs. Hertford only, Eltham, 
-as he fat next her, loft not one word of, 

Refentment and mortification at firft 

^^pt him motionlefs and filent; but re- 

-^^olleCHng the various inftances he had al- 

■readylcnown of the habitual duplicity of 

|^®r ^harafter, the temporary illufion he 

^d indulged vanifhed in a moment, and 

^ appeared to him, once m#re, fuch as 

really y/as; an unfeeling and feduc- 

^ f ^qucttc, made up of infincerity and 

ceu — ^ainiing continually at univerfal 

a.dm\t^uciu 
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admiration and conqueft; and as un- 
worthy of exciting, as fhe was incapable 
of experiencing, a ferious or lafting at- 
tachment. 

Thefe reflexions, which darted acrofs 
his mind with the rapidity of lightning, 
left him not an inftant in doubt, concern- 
ing the refolution he ffiould take. With- 
out feeking any explanation — without 
making the flighteft apology — or betray- 
ing the leaft emotion, be rofe with an air 
of perfeft indifference, and wifhing *Mrs. 
Hertford good evening, made a general 
bow to the reft of the party, and walked 
calmly out of the room ; firmly deter- 
mined never to truft himfelf within her 
doors again, nor ever, but as a cafual and 
common acquaintance, to addrefs her 
hereafter, fhould chance again throw him 
in her way. 

His refidence at Naples, after this ufc- 
ful little leflbn, was too fhort to allow 
him an opportunity of breaking the wife 
refolution he had formed. He faw Mrs. 
Hertford no more : but enquiring among 
his friends, heard with a mixture of con- 
cern and indignation, that the prefent 
objeft oF her attention^ theyouiig^TO^.w\v^ 

C 3 Vi^^ 
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had feen at her houle, was already ctr- 
gaged to another lady, a very amiable 
and lovely woman, whom, fince his ac- 
quaintance with Mrs. Hertford, he had ' 
neglefted in the cruelleft manner, and it 
was generally believed, would end by de^ 
ferting entirely. 

The event, however, did not juffify 
this prediQron. From what caufe her plan 
failed, Eltham never learnt, but that it 
proved wholly unfuccefsful, and that Ihe 
had left the place, was the firft intelli* 
gence he received after he quitted Naples. 

Since that period, till his arrival at Sid- 
mouth, he had not even heard her name 
mentioned, and had almoft forgotten her 
exiftence; the moment, however, that 
Clarentine recalled her to his memory, 
and convinced him beyond a pofEbility 
of doubt, that fhe was aftually a refident 
in the vicinity, a fpecies of curiofity took 
poffeflion of his mind, which he could 
neither account for, nor fupprefsj and 
which led him immediately to embrace 
the refolution of feeking her out, and re- 
newing an acquaintance that had been fo 
long interrupted. Yet, though determined 
upon this plan for himfelf, the natural 
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fenfc of propriety, which, notwithAand- 
ing all his flighlinefs, ftill remained un- 
extinguifhed at the bottom of his heart, 
pointed out to him ftrongly the nedefEty 
of preferving the young and inexperienced 
Clarentine from forming a connexion 
which might, hereafter, prove fo extremely 
prejudicial to her. It is true, Mrs. Hert- 
ford was ftill vifited, and ftill received by 
many eftimable people; her charader had 
never been publickly attacked, and her 
fituation in the world was fuch as to place 
her in the beft fociety ; but by thofe who 
knew her real hiftory— *whp might have 
heard of her conduft towards Charles 
Godfrey — her fubfequent elopement — ' 
her many fruitlefs attempts to enfure ati 
advantageous eftablifliment — her diflipa- 
tion and extravagance after fhe married; 
and finally, the total ruin to which (he 
reduced her hufband, by perfons well 
acquainted with all thefe tranfaftions, 
what might not be the conclufion drawn, 
from feeing a young woman come for- 
ward, on her firft fetting out in life, under 
fuch aufpices? Eltham, who really ad- 
mired and refpeQed Clarentine more 
than an/ one be knew j who adoie^ \\\^ 

C 4 m^etvxxou^' 
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ingenuous (implicity of her manners, anci 
the angelic purity of her mind ; Eltham 
Ihuddcrcd at the bare idea of her being 
cxpofed to the illiberal farcafms of a cen- 
forious and mif judging world, whicb^ 
guided in its decifion by partial appear- 
ances, without inveftigation and without 
humanity, would, in all probability, in- 
clude her in every refteftion thrawn oul 
againft Mrs. Hertford, and afcribe to bcr, 
irreproachable as (he was, th6 feme levity 
of character, which with lb much more 
juftice might be attributed to that lady. 

Uninfluenced, therefore, by any unge* 
nerous or vindiQive motives, but folcly 
inftigated by an honourable defire of be* 
ing ufeful to an interelting, and now al- 
moft unprotected young female, Eltham 
afted the part that has already^been de- 
fcribed, and gave the timely caution Cla- 
rentine fo gratefully received. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 



It was late in the evening before Eltham 
thought of taking leave, or knew how to 
tear himfelf from fociety which he found, 
every moment, more and more captivat- 
ing. In Clarentine, particularly, fincc 
the referve and diftance that had formerly 
repiilfed him had given way to greater 
eafe and complacency, he difcovered fo 
many attaching qualities, fuch . a noble 
franknefs of difpofition, foftened by a 
delicacy fo confiderate, and a fweetnefs 
of- temper fo truly fafcinating, that, al- 
though flie was at times heavily depreffecj^ 
and incapable of joining in the converfa- 
tion, Ihe made a deeper impreffion upofi 
him, and rendered him a more fincere 
convert to her merit, than he had ever 
been before. At hi;s requeft, on feeing a 
harp {landing in a diftant part of the room, 
fhe fung and played to him feveral of the 
moft beautiful little airs fhe could felefly 
and did it all with an unaffefted diffir 
dence, an unpretending modefty, that gave 
additional charms to- the touching (oftnefs^ 
of hef voice and expreflion. 

C 5 " Upon 
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" Upon my honour," exclaimed he, at 
length, after fhe had ceafed playing, and 
once more had quietly refumed her work, 
** you are the moft extraordinary creature 
I ever met with ! Brought up in fuch pro- 
found retirement ; living in a place from 
whence all profeffional excellence was fa 
far removed, and where, confcquently,^you 
had as few means of improvement, as in- 
citements to emulation — how, I befeech 
you — how did you acquire talents fo be- 
witching, and manners fo irrefiftable ? Am 
I, at laft, to believe in all 1 have heard re* 
ported of innate and intuitive endow** 
ments ? Am I to fuppofe you were ion 
with all thefe advantages ?" 

^' You cannot expeft a ferious anfwer, 
Mr. Ehham," replied Clarentine, laugh- 
ing, ** to a queftion fo extravagant, and 
therefore, if you pleafe, we will talk of 
fomething rather more rational." 

She then turned the converfation upon 
the fubjeft of her friend Sophia, and after 
warmly praifing the goodnefs of her heart, 
and the fportive gaiety of her difpofition, 
a(ked Eltham what he thought of her ? 

** Such an enquiry," replied he, " com- 
ing from a perfon who is avowedly fo p ar 

tial 
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tkl to her, is hardly fair; however, I will 
anfwer you with fincerity and truth ; 
and this I can the more readily do, as my 
opinion exaftly coincides with your own. 
From the little I faw of her, fhe appeared 
to me a very lively, animated, and pleaf- 
ing girl — totally devoid of either guile, 
or afFe6lation. Her beauty," continued 
he, " is not confpicuous enough to ren- 
der her, upon a fhort acquaintance, an 
object of great attraction ; but, I ihould 
fuppofe, Ihe is one of thofe, who gaining 
upon the heart by imperceptible grada- 
tions, from having hgun by entertaining^ 
would very probably end^ by feripuffy 
attaching.*^ 

Clarentine, mvtch pteafed with this an^ 
fwer, repeated its fubftance in French to- 
Madame d'Arz^le, who, whilft he was. 
fpeaking, had beea fioifhing, a letter at 
another table. 

" Ah, vous avez Bien raifon," cried 
file, addreffing Elcham, ^^ Sophia, avec 

*• Aflez d'efprat pour favoir fitrc aimable, 
" £t pas aflez- po«r Strc infupportabic,*" 

ntontre taht de zele quand il s'agu de 
fervir Xes amis, a un naturel d beureux 

♦ Florian* 

C e \ax\V 
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tant de franchife, et de droiture, quil cfll- 
impoflible de ne pas rainier, du moment 
qu^elle fe fait connoitre.'** 

" I fancy, my dear madam," faid EIw 
tham archly, " Monfieup le Chevalier 
vras very much of the fame way of think- 
ing. MademoifelVe Sophia appeared to ^ 
be a great favourite of his." 

*^ And confequently," returned Ma- 
dame d'Arzele reproachfully, " you fuf- 
pefthim of being in love with her? Have 
a little more candour, however, Mr. EF- 
tbam; and be afTured, it is very poflible • 
for a man of honour to find great charms 
in the fociety and converfation of an 
agreeable young, woman, without having 
formed any plan in order to ingratiate 
himfelf in her favour; or, (under circum- 
fiances fo difadvantageous as the Cheva- 
lier's) without being in the*leaft influenced 
by an undue fpirit of gallantry." 

Eltham, extremely afhamed of having 
given caufe for fuch a repjoof, received 
it, however, with great humility, and ear- 

■ • All, you are very right. Sophia is fo zealous in thie 
fcrvicc of her friends, lias fo happy a difpofition, and Co 
upright and generous a heart,, that it isimpolTible not to 
love her, from the moment (Ue makes hcrf«lf known." 

Beftly 
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Aeftly apologized for the freedom and 
impertinence that had called it forth. The 
fubjeft was then dropped, and a diflFerenL 
converfation darted. 

When he, at length, had departed, and 
the two friends were left together, Cla« 
rentine related to Madame d*Arzele alt 
that had pafled upon the fiibjeft of Mrs* 
Hertford, and ended by entreating her to 
take the mod efFeflual means, in order to 
prevent her ever being admitted again. 

<^ -Whatever appearance,'* continued 
Ifae, ^^ fuch a denial may have, it is fuf- 
ficient that we know her to be a womam 
of an equivocal character, to render it 
abfolutely neceflary we ihould avoid all. 
farther intercourfe with her. I am no 
frude^\ added fhe fmiling, *> nor in the 
leaft. apprehend ve of being hurt myfelf 
by the fociety of fuch a pcrfon : but I 
begin already to be afraid of the world, 
to think of its uncharitable cenfures with 
terror, and to .dread nothing fo much as 
the danger of falling under its laffi. Be-. 
fides, what opinion could Mr. Eltham him- 
felf have of us, if, after the half extorted 
caution I obtained from him, we were 

ftill— " 

«' My 
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" My deareft Claremine," interrupted 
Madame • d'Arzele, ^^ can you imagine 
any additional arguments are necelTary to 
convince me of the propriety of all you 
have faid? Be afiured, I have not the 
fmalleft defire ever to fee Mrs. Hertford 
more ; and fhall give the ftrideft charge 
to my own woman, as well as to the peo* 
pie of the houfe, politively to deny us 
both^ fhould curiofity or idlenefs bring 
her to this place again/' 

Clarentine was perfeftly fatisfied by 
fuch an aflurance ; and foon after tbey^ 
retired for the night. 

Three days now pafTed, during which 
they were totally unmolefted by their ap* 
prchended vifitor; Elthamwas, however, 
in that interval, almoft a conftant gueft ; 
feldom quitting them, except at the hour 
of their meals, or for a fhort time in an. 
evening, whilft Madame d'Arzele was up^ 
ftairs with her children, and Clarentine 
taking her ufual walk in the orchard at 
the back of the houfe. 

Towards the clofe of the fourth day^ 
whilft thus purfuing her folitary ramble^ 
and perplexing herfelf with fruitlefs con- 
jeflures relative to the diftreiling (ilence 

obfcived 



CLARENTINI* gg. 

obferved by Mr. Lenham, Eltham unex- 
pe£ledly joined her, and putting into her 
hand a packet of letters — " I am juft re- 
turned," cried he, " from the poft-houfe^ 
where, after receiving my own difpatches^ 
I enquired whether there were any for you, 
and was entrufted with thefe. At firft," 
continued he, ^^ I felt half tempted not 
to deliver them till juft at the moment of 
taking leave^ left the bufinefs of reading 
them fhduld employ fo much of your 
time that I might be deprived of the in* 
dulgence you have hitherto granted me, 
and get no mufic to night; but, upon 
fecond thoughts^ I perfuaded myfelf you 
would have more confcience than to re- 
ward me fo ill for my civility.** 

*« Certainly," replied Clarentinc, fmi- 
ling, " let me, till now, have required 
what preffing I would, upon fuch an oc-. 
caiion as this, at leaft, I am bound to fing 
at the firft word." 

So faying, ibe haftened towards the 
houfe, and on entering the parlour, put* 
ting a book into Eltham's hand, pro^ 
ceeded impatiently to the examination of 
her feveral letters. 
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The firft {he opened was one from Mr. 
Lenham, written in terms fo friendly and 
benevolent, that it brought tears into her 
eyes He began by informing her, that 
having loft his wife fome months pre- 
vious to the receipt of her letter, he had 
lately prevailed upon a female relation of 
his, and her daughter, to fix their refi- 
dence with him, and to undertake the en- 
tire fuperintendance of his family. Thefc 
ladies, he added, though they had not the 
honour of being acquainted with Mifs 
Delmtngtdn, would neglefcl no means in 
their power, he was pcrluaded, to render 
her abode beneath his roof as comfort- 
able as poffible; and he therefore flat- 
tered himfelf, the knowledge of their 
being his inmates would neither make 
amy alteration in her plan, nor be the oc- 
cafion of her deferring a journey he 
looked forward to with fo much plea- 
furc. 

In compliance with her injunftions, he 
next, though with evident reluClancc, 
fpokc of th(. conditions upoa which (he 
had fo pofitivt'ly declared her rcfolution 
of a/one becoming his boarder, and fixing 
them at the molt ujodcratc rate, con- 
cluded 
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eluded by exprefling his earneft wifhes 
for her faie and fpeedy arrival. 

*« AH then is now fettled!" thought 
Clarentine, with a figh ; " my departure 
is inevitable, and every thing concurs to 
haften and facilitate it! Ah, would I 
could think' of it with the i^e indiSer- 
ence that thofe will, who firft— *' 

She flopped, and checking the too 
ready murmurs that were unconfcioufly 
efcaping her, turned to the yet unopened 
letters that lay upon the table, and taking 
thetn up, fought by their perufal to di- 
vert the painful ideas that had involun* 
tarily obtruded themfelves. 

Meanwhile Eltham, who had for fome 
time thro)vn afide his book, and placed 
immediately oppofite to her, fat with his 
eyes intently riveted upon her face, un- 
fufpeftedly obferving her as ftie read, 
fuddenly beheld every mufcle in her 
countenance relax, and the tears ftealing 
flowly down her cheeks, fall in large 
drops upon the paper that fhe held. 

Inexprellibly afFefted by fuch a fight, 
yJt, refpefting too , much the filent for- 
row it betrayed, to difturb her, at that 
moment; with untimely queftiotv^^ ^^ 
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waited anxioufly till (he had ceafed read** 
ing, before he ventured to approach^ or 
interrogate her. 

Softened by the companionate gentle* 
nefs of his looks .and voice, unufed to 
difguife, and open-hearted as a child, 
Clarentine, without allowing herfelf time 
for refleftion, pointed ta the letter fhe 
had juft thrown down, and mournfully 
anfwered— 

*' Ah ! were you to read that, Mr. EI- 
tham, you would no longer wonder at my 
emotion. It comes from Sir Edgar Del- 
mington, and though calculated upon the 
whole to give me the higheft pleafure^ 
yet in many places it is fuch as almoft to 
break my heart." 

Thunderftruck by this fpeech, and far 
better qualified to comprehend its full 
meaning than Clarentine was aware, or 
indeed, had fhe been aware, fhe was at 
that inflant fufficiently collefted to guard 
againft, Eltham changed colour, and lofing 
all command over himfelf, indignantly ex^ 
claimed — 

" And is it pofTible then, Mifs Del- 
mington, that the whining complaints, or 
the infolent reproaches of a man who has 
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afled by you fuch a part, can have any 
effe3 upon a mind like yours ! Good God ! 
Why read his contemptible letters ? Why 
honour them with fo much notice ?" 

He was proceeding — when ftruck by 
the inconceivable amazement he faw de- 
pi&ed in Clarentine's countenance, his 
own afTumed a calmer expreilion, and with 
more compofure he added— 

** But I beg your pardon — I ought 
not to declare my fentiments fo freely^ and 
fcarcely know how to excufe the liberty 
I have taken/' 

'* Excu/e it V repeated Clarentine, re- 
covering by degrees from the extreme 
aftoniQiment flie had been thrown into — 
'* That I believe would indeed be diffi- 
cult 1 But at leafl account for it, Mr. £1« 
tham — explain your meaning — and tell 
me, I befeech you, how Sir £dgar Del- 
mington can have given rife to this ex« 
cefs of enmity — of injuftice !" 

" I fee," replied Eltham, proudly, " I 
fee plainly, that prejudiced as you are, 
Mifs Delmington, all I can fay, (and I 
acknowledge I have nothing new to tell 
you — nothing which your own integrity 
would not have taught you to cotvd^mw^ 
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but for the fatal ]^rtiality which hat mi^ 
guided you) will be of no further ay»ii 
than to heighten your refentment againft . 
me^ without leiTening your good opinion 
of him. I have gone too far^ however, 
to recede; and therefore, as briefly as I 
can, I will now give you the explanatim 
you demand.'* 

Clarentine, every inftanc more and 
more furprifed, yet fifmmoned fufficient 
courage to liften to him with compofure,. 
and he thus began— 

*' Amongft all the various faults tliat 
may juftly be afcribed to me, that of mean , 
curiofity has never been of the number* 
You will confequently, Mifs Delmingtohy 
readily believe me, I hope, when I pofi- 
tively aflure you the information by whicb 
I was enabled to judge of Sir Edgar's cha- 
racter and conduA was not of my own 
feeking. He is certainly no favourite of 
mine, but I knew he was deftined to re- 
ceive the hand of Lady Julia, and neither 
fufpefted, nor wifhed to know more. The 
day that preceded my arrival at Sidmouth, 
however, calling, as I had the honour to 
acquaint you, at Delmington Houfe, 1 
was introduced into a parlour where 

a\otve^ 
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ailone, and apparently in no very placid 
difpofition of mind, I found Mrs. Har- 
rington. 'Extremely at a lofs bow to 
keep up, or even i?egin any converfation^ 
and hoping every inftant to be relieved 
by the entrance of fome other member of 
the family, I wandered about the room, 
anxiouily fecking, either in the profpeft, 
ibe furniture or the drawings that bung 
round it, frcfli fubjefts for remark, and 
new objeAs to difcourfe upon. At length 
my attention was caught by a very beautiful 
little Iketch, rcprefenting a groupe of 
children at play. I took it down to ex- 
amine it more nearly, praifed it extreme- 
ly, and a{ked Mrs. Harrington by whom 
it had been defigned ? This was a fuffi- 
-cicnt fignai for her to begin I She told 
me, with much acrimony, it was by you ; 
and then, with a virulence that defeated • 
it$ own purpofe, began fo furious, and to * 
me incomprehenGblc, a declamation 
againft you, that I lidened to her with 
'equal wonder and difguft ! To be brief-p- 
flie concluded this malignant .and inde- 
cent harangue, by a minute account of 
'Cvery circumftance attending your latie 
nofturnal interview with Sir Ed^«-, ^^^ 
6 iwvxvsK.^ 
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fummed up the whole, as (he grew cooler 
by refle£iidn, with an earneft reqiieft to 
me, never to make known what I had 
taken fo little pains to learn." 

Horror-ftruck by this cruel^ and almoft 
incredible proof of Mrs. Harrington^s 
implacability, Clarentine was fome time 
before fhe could command her indigna- 
tion fufficiently to be able to fpeak with 
any degree of calmnefs. At length, how. 
ever, darting as if from a fearful dream— 

** And what purpofe, good Heaven J" 
exclaimed flie, " could the relation of 
fuch a tale anfwer ? Why publifti it at all ? 
and efpecially, why publifli it to you ?" 

" Certainly,'* replied Eltham, drily, 
" not to gratify my feelings ; and ftill lefs, 
to heighten my opinion of her own prin- 
ciples ! The chief objeQ: fhe propofed to 
herfelf was the indulgence of that deter- 
mined and inexplicable hatred fiie feems 
to have conceived againft you — a hatred, 
which not even the danger fhe incurred of 
ruining her favourite fcheme, (by making 
me the confidant of fecrets, which, if rC' 
peated to Lord Welwyn, might have in- 
duced him, at once to withdraw his word), * 
could prevent her giving utterance to. 
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But enough of this intemperate fury — my 
deiign was not fo much to fpeak of her> 
as to exculpate myfelf from the charge of 
injuftice towards Sir Edgar, and to — " 

** Oh, fay no more," interrupted Cla- 
rentine, impatiently, ** fay no more, Mr. 
Eltham, I befecch you ! After the ac- 
count that has been given you, I wonder 
not at any opinion you may have imbibed^ 
cfther of Sir Edgar, or of me. Spare 
yourfelf, therefore, the needlefs trouble 
of adding another fyllable in your own 
juftification — and fatisfied with the bitter 
mortification you have made me undergo, 
have fufficient mercy, at leail^ not to 
prolong a converfation fo infupportably 
humiliating r* 

Eltham, extremely hurt by this fpeech, 
and yet more by the .indignant feverity 
with which it was uttered, now with great 
^ameftnefs exclaimed—- 
' " You wrong me cruelly, Mife Del- 
mifigton! you wilfully and utterly mif- 
reprefent all I have faid ! Can you indeed 
believe, that if the rancorous accufations 
alledged againft you by my officious in- 
formant- bad appeared to me either cre- 
dible or juit, J Ihould Vxave b^e^w to 



'wholly loft to fenfe and feeling, as to hav<fe 
deliberately felefted jw as the propereft 
perfon to liften to their repetition ?'* 

«« Such a fuppofition," replied Claren- 
tine, ** may have been erroneous: but 
allowing it was fo — allowing, in reality, 
you had no defign to fhock and afflift me 
— ftill, let me afk, why did you enter 
into a detail, which at leaft, you muft be 
fenfible, was fo unneceffary and fo im- 
proper ?" 

" Unneceffary!" repeated Eltham. — 
*^ What ! when acquainted with every 
particular of Sir Edgar's unma&Iy con- 
duQ — when fo fully convinced of his 
^orthleffnefs and perfidy — and when 
witneffing the ill-deferved forrow that his 
letter coft you — was I then to be filcnt ? 
could I then fupprefs the indignation I 
felt awakened agarnft him ? You cannot 
yourfelf imagine it was poffible! Difdain 
and contempt might, indeed, have kept 
me for ever filent, could I have been per- 
fuaded you regarded him with all the in- 
difference he merits : but when I found 
his artifices had fo well fucceeded ; when 
in addition to the unpardonable infult he 
has offered the unfufpeding Julia, I dif- 
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covered al(o that he had undermined your 
peace, ^hou your heart, and made himfelf 
fuch an intereft there, as neither the con* 
viftion of his duplicity, nor the difgrace 
he has brought upon you, can counteraft; 
I forgot the rigid caution I had fworn to 
obferve, and, at the hazard of incurring 
your everlafting difpleafure, gave way to 
the almoft irrefillible impulfe that urged 
rae to lay before you my fentiments and 
opinion : that tither will be of any avail, 
I have not, as I faid before, the prefump- 
tion to imagine: but remember, Mifa 
Delmington^ that if even among unthink- 
ing young meft of his own age, whofe 
moral principles, like my own, arc 
far from beinrg.at all times ftriftly con- 
fonant to propriety, his late cpndxfft ap. 
pears fo dishonourable ; among the graver 
and more reflefting part of mankind, it 
will feem too defpicaMe to leave you any 
€xc,ufe for ftill harbouring an attachmeni 
fo every way unworthy of you !" 

" And what ground have yoii to be-* 
lieve. Sir," faid Clarentine, quite ficken- 
ed at the ftrange infatuation which led 
every bddy to conclude her heart was fo 
deeply engaged^ ** that tbe alx.^c\vrev«cx 
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you impute to me really exifls? You 
have hitherto heard but one fide of the 
queftion; be pleafed, now, to read Sir 
Edgar's own letter, and then judge 
ivhether its contents are fuch as would be 
addreffed to a very partial or a very ten- 
der miftrefs.** 

Eltham, furprifed beyond all meafure 
at this unexpefted truft, fcarcely knew 
whether to accept it or not ; obferving, 
however, that Clarentine was ferious in 
her propofal, he, at length, though not 
•without fome confulion, took the letter 
from her j and read as follows : 

TO MISS DELMINGTON, 

Delmington-Houfe, July—. 

«* Once more then, my beloved, my 
much injured Clarentine! once more I 
am permitted to addrefs you ! Saved — 
almoft miraculoufly.faved, from the jaws 
of death, by what aft more pleafing to 
Heaven can I tcftify my gratitude for 
this unhoped for prefervation, than by 
humbling myfelf before her whom I have 
fo cruelly wronged, and by feeking to 
obtain forgivenefs from a being fo up- 
right, and fo pure I 
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^ Start not then, my gentle friend, at 
flght of this, I fear, unwelcome hand; 
think not again that I will fhock you by 
profeffions I know you hold .in fuch ab- 
horrence ! Alas! though my heart is 
Unchanged, my reafon now tells me, I 
have forfeited, and muft renounce for 
ever all right, henceforward, to renew 
them ! I have expofed you, if not to 
ruin, at lead to banifbmentand indignity; 
the part I have performed, artificial as it 
was — contrary to my own fenfe of right, 
my own principles and judgment-^that 
diflerabling and difgraceful part, bring- 
ing with it its own punifhment, has in- 
volved me in a depth of mifery, of felf- 
reproach, from which no time, perhaps, 
will ever refcue me! Oh, Clarentine! 
condemn me a$ you will — think of m^ 
with what feverity you may ; but, at leaft, 
-when anger gives place to milder feijti- 
ments, when your firft refentment is aj^- 
peafed, pity and compaffionate me !-^ 
-Tou^ I hope, may yet be happy; for you 
are tortured by no internal condemnation ; 
you are exempted from all regret, and 
have neither fliame nor love tg eowvtw^ 
with. Ah! may you never ^%^^x\e,tvc^ 
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fuch love as mine has been — and may 
fhame, as now, be for ever a ftranger to 
your blamelefs and ingenuous mind. 

<* But why, inflexible, and indignant 
as you, no doubt, ftill remain — why do I 
thus wander from the original purpofc of 
this letter, and trefpafs fo long upon your 
patience ? Am I now writing to the par- 
tial friend of my childhood' — the indul*' 
gent companion of my earlieft years ? Am 
I now at liberty, as in happier times, to 
pour forth every fecret of my heart- 
to cxpeft you will participate in my 
feelings — fhare in, or foften my af^ 
flifclions? No; I am addrefTing an in- 
exorable judge, one whofe laft words ftil! 
vibrate in my ears ; who bade me renounce 
and forget her; who cruelly and ftcrnly 
told me, that, « were I openly privi- 
ledged to offer her my hand; were all 
other obftacles to our union removed, 
her own repugnance to it could never be 
furmounted !'' . 

" Oh Clarentine! 3weet partaker of 
^'1 my infant happinefs — fole objeft upon 
^hom, for fo many years, have retted all 
j^y hopes of future felicity— fitter of my 
*^W, difpokr of my fete I is it thus then, 
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we are at length to pa,rt? Is it thus my 
faireft profpefts are to be blafted ? my 
life, my whole remaining life to be em- 
bittered ? Ah ! tell me ; to what is it 
you faQrifice me ? to a miitaken notion of 
honour ? a falfe principle of reditude i 
or is it, as I have but ,too often, with 
Ihuddering apprehenfion, dreaded^ is it 
that in reality fome fearful antipathy, fome 
unconquerable .averfion impells you to a 
deed of fo much inhumanity, andrirrefift- 
ibly drives you from me ? Yojur anger, 
your bitterelt reproaches I may have de- 
fcrved; but your hatred, Clarentine I 
Good God ! can I have merited that ? The 
idea is terrible ! Oh deign, at lead, to 
mitigate its horror by one line of comfort, 
one foftening, one alleviating fentencc, 
fuid I will fubmit to any thing, eveq to the 
rigour of a repulfe fo firm, and fo deci- 
five ! 

*' Again, however, am I deviating from 
the plain path I had prefcribed to myfelf. 
My defign, dearefl Clareotine, was fimply 
to hav6 fupplicated your pardon ; not to 
have renewed my offences ; and briefly to 
have acquainted you with the final xeCviVv 
of the paiaiul deliberation to \jVvAe)cv ^o 

D 3 m^xv^ 



/* 



54 CLAKENTINE. 

many hours of my long and melancholy 
confinement has been dedicated. 

*' The very inftant I am emancipated 
from the irkfome rcftraint under which it 
is ftill thought neceffary to detain me, I 
Ihall haftcn from this houfe, and return 
to Oxford. My heart however ftrongly 
urges me, previous to that journey, to 
undertake another-»to vifit Sidmoutb, 
and bid a long farewel to all it mod va- 
lues, molt prizes upon earth ! yet this un- 
fpeakable gratification — this laft and pre- 
cious indulgence I muft forego. The con- 
fequences to my felf would be too perilous; 
fincc, were I again to fee you, all my rc- 
folution might forfake me — all my im- 
pra£iicablc and vifionary projeQs might 
revive, and upon being, as they infallibly 
muft, fucceededby frefh difappointment, 
might leave me with even lefs fortitude^ 
if poflibic, than now to fuftain it, a prey 
to ftill greater anguifh than any I have 
yet experienced. 

*' Hear then, deareft CJlarentine, my 
fixed and lateft determination. Con* 
fcious that I no longer pofTefs a right to 
aftf or myfelf, that by my own indifcre- 
tion I have utterly forfeited every claim to 
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this ineftimable privilege, I purpofe imme* 
diately writing to Lord Welwyn; and, if 
not as a reparation for my ingratitude^ at 
leaftas aproof of my repentance, faithfully 
laying before him an exa6l account of the 
a£iual date of my heart, and of the tu« 
multuous paflions by which it has been 
mifguided. Let him then decide for him« 
felf. If I appear to him wholly undeferv* 
ing of pardon; if the duplicity which, in 
circumftances fo trying, I reluftantly per- 
mitted my felf to ufe, feems too grofsly 
offenfive, and revolts too ftrongly againft 
his principles and feelings— if, in ihortj 
be concludes me utterly unworthy of the 
honour he once intended me, I (hall at 
leaft have condu£ied myfelf^ upon this 
occafion^ as became me, and have made 
one ftep. towards reconciling myfelf to my 
own confcience, and effacing the (lain, 
but too juftly, affixed to my charafter. 
My debts likewife, and all that bears any 
reference to the pecuniary embarralT- 
ments in which, by my own folly, I have 
been involved, fhall with equal franknefs 
be acknowledged; I can bear — I will 
fubmit to no further concealments; aud 
ihouid even the fevereft rece^uotw X^^ 

■ D 4 i^"^^^ 
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givei) to an avowal fo unexpeQed) fhould 
the moft difdainful rejeftion otmcyfor ever^ 
be the confequence— certain, however, 
that the worft is known, and that all dif* 
guife may be finally thrown off, I (hall 
once more be able to look up in the face 
of day, grieved for the pad, but fearlefs 
of the future — and exult in the confciouf« 
nefs of having nothing more to appre* 
hend, or conceal 1 

^^ Far from imagining, however, that 
this tardy difclofure will be fulficient^ in* 
ftantly, to blot out all my errors^ and to 
give me an immexiiate right to afpire to a 
diliin£lion 1 have hitherto fo (lightly 
prized, I fully expe3, nay wi/h Lord 
Wei wyn fhould make trial of my fin<!erity, 
ihouid give me time before be comes to 
any final refolution, to render myfelf 
more deferving of his favour, and to pb« 
literate the femembrance of the indignity 
I have fa unworthily offered his amiable 
daughter. Ohl may her diftruft never 
be awakened by knowing with what in« 
difference, not to fay repugnance, 1 have 
till now looked forward to an union, 
which either refpeflfully, I ought at firft 
to have dcclined-^or joyfully, to have 
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at once ac^^pted !— ^My heart tells me, 
indeed, that to love her as I have ar- 
dently, fervently adored Clarentine^ will 
never be in my power: but gratitude, 
honour, juftice, all urge me to declare, 
that if nowy or ever^ fate fhould make her 
mine, the chief ftudy of my life will be 
how beft to promote her happinefs, and 
juftify her confidence. Steadily, dili* 
gently, to this epd, mud I however fly 
jou*! What ferenity could I hope to re- 
gain — what refolution expeft to preferve, 
were the pailion — the yet unextinguiflied 
paffion it would then be my duty to era- 
dicate, daily — hourly fed', by feeing, by 
converfing with its objeft 1 No ; rather 
let me banifli myfelf from your prefence 
eternally — renounce your fociety, fhun 
your fight as my greateft bane; fince, 
far eafier fhall I find it, to fupport with 
refignation a total abfence^ than with im* 
punity to permit myfelf the dangerous 
indulgence of a few occafional meetings, 
calculated only to. enfeeble and deflroy 
me. 

*' And now, my Clarentine, what re- 
mains for me to add? Shall I call for your 
iCdogratalationjS that, at length, I have 

D5 , ^awxt^ 
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gained courage to form fuch plans? or 
Ihall I again fue for your pity, that what 
feems fo cruel — fo contrary to all my 
better hopes — fhould thus unavoidably 
be necefTary ? Oh tell me, at leaft, that 
you approve my purpofe — that, if fcru- 
puloufly purfued, it will reftore me ta 
your cfteem — and doubt not for one in* 
ftant my firmnef^ my perfeverance ! 

** I dare take of you no leave, but 
with a heart overflowing with the ten- 
dereft wifhes for your welfare and hap 
pinefs^ fubfcribe myfelf fincerely yours^ 

« Well, Sir," faid Clarentine, when 
Eltham had read, and returned to her, 
this letter, *' what is your opinion of Sir 
Edgar now? I flatter myfelf you will 
think with me, that he has fixed upon the 
hobleft, and mofl: effeBual method of 
atoning for the paft, and of enfurihg that 
fo'rgivenefs from Lord Welwyn he is fo^ 
anxious to obtain. Oh, then, deny him 
not any longer, Mr. Eltham, the efteem 
to which he has fo juftly entitled himfelf \ 
and' if, hitherto, you have thought of himr 

witk 
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with unkindnefs, prove your own can- 
dour, by a generous recantation !** 

*« My deareft Mifs Delmington/* rc- 
pjied Eltham with warmth, " I needed 
not fuch an admonition to ftimulate me 
to repent ervery ofFenfive expreflion I may 
have ufed— every indelicate accufation I 
may have brought forward, in the courfe' 
of this converfation. I fee," continued 
he, ** that you are an angel ! Your firm- 
nefs I admire, your conduft I revere; . 
and for nothing more ftrongly do 1 like- 
wife (permit me to fay it) love you, thaa 
for the unmerited gentlenefs with which 
you have this inftant addreffed me. As 
for Sir Edgar, I equally pity and applaud 
him; and, I aflure you, give him credit 
for far greater felf command, nay, evea 
beroi/m, than almoft any other young man, 
attached to fuch an objeS, and in fucb 
a fituation of mind, could have, dif- 
played." 

" By proportioning his merit to the 
fuppofed difl&culty he may have found ia 
refigning i»^," faid Clarcndne fmiling^ 
*' you take from me all power to purfue 
the fubjefl; elfe^ delighted as I am witU 
ihe general tenour of his leUev^ \q\\\\\Jc\^ 
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opennefs, the fpirit, that breathes in it al« 
moft throughout, I could have dwelt upon 
his praifes for ever 1" 

^' And do you not fear/' cried Eltham, 
^ that if fo warm, in his commendatioiH I 
(hall again relapfe into incredulity and 
fufpicion? again difcredit your pretended 
impartiality^ and accufe you of coquetiib 
artifice ?" 

^^ O9 no,** replied Clarentine^ gaifyt 
«^ feconded by this, inicontrovertifalei 
though filent voucher,*' pointing, to Sis 
Edgar's letter, ^^ I can feax nothing, and 
may fafely defy your utmoft malice/* 

Here the entrance of Madame d'Ar« 
zele put an end to the converfistiion ; and 
Clarentine, her mind lightened of half its 
cares, more chearful and more eafy than 
for a fingle moment (he had hitherto fell 
(ince her arrival at Sidmouih, foon after 
complied with the prefiing entreaties^ of 
Eltham, and accepting his offer of bring- 
ing to her her harp, which flrood^ as ufual, 
at the further end of the room, played 
over to him all his favourite airs, and al« 
lernately- tinging, or converfing, evinced, 
during the remainder of the evening, a 

decree 
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degree c^ animatioiH as new ta bim zs it 
was enchanting. 

Osce whilft (he was employed in tun- 
ing the inftrument, and at die fame time 
gaily talking to Madame d^Arzele, who 
had been rallying her upon the happy 
power ihe feemec}) exclufively) to pofTefs^ 
of rendering Mn Eltham attentive and 
quiet, he* fiiddenly approached her, and, 
with that^ (zimofiJfar^liHg) energy which 
was fo common ta him when any thing 
occafioned his being particularly earned', 
abruptly exclaimed— 

^ Shall t neyer Unow^ Mifs Delming* 
ton, wJiat mod to guard againft when iii 
your prefence ?' One moment, beholding 
you deprefTed'and^nhappy, though grieved . 
yoo (hould have caufe,^ I- ftill perfuadd ' 
myfelf that in any other fituation of mind 
you would be le-fs fafcinating, lefs danger* 
ous; yei, the next inftant, if your natural 
vivacity returns, far fVom finding this the 
cafe, you feem to acquire with it fVefll 
powers of feduSion!" 

Clarentine, not more aftonifhed than 
offbnded at this extraordinary fpeeoh^ 
blufhed extremely^ and turning from him 
with undiffembled vexation, aulMeTe^di — 

(4 \3^Qli 
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«« Upon my word, Mr. Eltham, fuch 
language is too ridiculous ! Every ftrange 
flight that comes into your head you per- 
mit yourfelf indiferiminately to utter, and 
perfeftly indifferent whether you give 
. pleafure or pain, often occafion real^ 
though I hope unintentional diftrefs to 
your auditors." 

" Nay, do not," cried Eltham, attempt- 
ing, but ineffeftually, to take her hand, 
*' do not be ferioufly difpleafed. Muft 
we always be at variance ? perpetually at 
war?" 

*' That, Sir," replied Clarentine gravely, 
" depends wholly upon yourfelf. Be 
affured, however, that I will never liften 
to fuch exaggerated compliments without 
taking the liberty, very^ freely, to expxefs 
my difapprobation of them." 

llltham would ftill have rallied her inta 
fentiments of greater indulgence : but 
though calm, flie was firm in keeping to 
what (he had faid ; and the matter, to her 
infinite relief, was foon dropt.. 

It being, late when this little diafogue 

ended, and Ekham knowing Madame 

d*Arzele commonly retired early, fhortly 

after took leave, and repaired to his owa 

Jodgingk 
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BOOK nr. 



CHAPTER I. 

1 

Having communicated to Madame 
d'Arzele the preceding night the con- 
tents, as well of Mr: Lenham's, as of Sir 
Edgar's letter, Clarentine ftiut herfelf up 
the next morning, to give Lady DeL- 
mington, through the medium of Sophia, 
a general account of both, to folicit her 
direflions concerning the fitteft time, and 
propereft method of undertaking her ap- 
proaching journey, and to aflure Sir Ed- 
gar, though not in an anfwer immediately 
addrefled to himfelf, of the cordial and 
fincere approbation with which fhe had 
read the detail of his laudable and excel- 
lent plan. 

. Scarcely was this tafk completed, when 
Mr, Ehham, who regularly called every 
day about an hour after breakfaft, either 
to attend Clarentine and her (u^w^^Vv 
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they walked — to fit and read to them if 
their domeftic engagements kept them in 
the houfe ; or, if he could do neither, to 
romp and amufe himfelf with the chil- 
dren; fent one of them up to reproach 
Clarentine for (laying at home when the 
weather was fo fine, and to prefs her ear- 
neftly to put on her cl'oak, and haften 
down immediately. 

With this requeft, unwilling herfelf to 
lofe fuch a delightful morning, Claren^ 
tine readily complied ; and- taking the two 
little girls with her, as their modierjuil 
then wifhed to be excufed goings g^tily 
fallied forth. 

They had not however proceeded fai^ 
though the children, a&ive and fcfarlefi^ 
were already out of fight, when, at the > 
very moment, Clarentine partly l^ughed^ 
and partly teized into compliance^ had. 
accepted Eltham-s arm, they were met by 
Mrs. Hertford, and the little ftranger who 
had* before accompanied her. 

She knew, and inftantly accofted themi; 
enquired of Clarentine how her channing 
inend did?- apologized for not having 
*ooncr called upon them to repeat her 
™^^for their civility i ftnd-thenaddedi 
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" I left home this morning, however, 
merely with that dcfign : but as I would 
not on any account, Mifs Delniington, be 
the occafion of Ihortening, or retarding 
your walk, and am not fenfiblc of the leaft 
fatigue, I will make half my vifit to you 
while you ftay out, and half after you 
return home," 

By no means delighted at this intima- 
tion, and amazed that any one whom fhe 
was confcious of having received fo cold- 
ly ihould condefcend thus firangely to 
force herfelf upon hei:, Clarentine only 
bowed, and foon after they all moved on; 
Eltham by his countenance and filence 
betraying his vexation ; Mrs. Hertford 
by her fcrutinizing obfervation teftifying 
ber curiofity> and Clarentine. by ber 
blufhes and hefitation evincing her con- 
fufion. 

After a (hort and extrenaely irkfome 
walk) fenfible that the longer (he pro- 
trailed her return, the longer (he fhould 
bq expofed to the embarraffing looks of 
her unwelcome companion, Clarentine 
prbpofed going home, and, ftill clofely 
followed by Mrs^ Hertford, the next mi- 
nute dirc6ted ber Aeps towards i\ie YvoxsJSe. 
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The furprife of Madame d'Arzele, oft 
feeing her come back fo foon, and come 
back in fuch fociety, v^as evident and ex- 
treme. She looked by turns at each of 
the party for an explanation ; feemed as 
if (he fcarcely knew what to fay, and, in 
a very (hort time, funk into fuch total 
filence, that Clarentine, ill-difpofed m 
fhe felt for fuch a tafl^, was obliged to 
take upon herfelf the whole weight of the 
converfation; Eltham not chufing to bear 
any part in it, and Mrs. Hertford herfelf 
appearing to think that as the vifttor^ not 
the vtfited^ Ihelikewife might be ex- 
empted from making any effort to fupport 
it. 

The entrance of the children at length 
afforded Clarentine fome relief. Uncon- 
fcious of their own power, how often in 
iimilar circumftances — when converfation 
fails — the miftrefs of the houfe is languid, 
and her guefts completely wearied, do 
thefe innocent and happy little beings 
bring unexpeQed comfort; reanimate the 
mother's face ; difTipate the ftranger's 
gloom ; and, by diverting their attention 
from each other, reftore a whole party to 
cbearfulnefs and cafe. 
^- Such 
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Such fioW) in fome meafure, happily 
proved the cafe, Mrs, Hertford, though 
fhe fcarcely noticed the children them- 
felves, fmiled at, and commented on the 
pains Eltham took to make them riotous ; 
and Madame d'Arzele and Clarentine, 
in their endeavours^ to keep them quiet, 
found, if not an agreeable, at leaft a lad:- 
ing fource of occupation. 

The diverfion, however, thus gladly em- 
braced, though it tended to beguile, foon 
loft its power to charm away the the time ; 
and Clarentine, who from the moment of 
her entranc&had never ceafed wondering 
what could detain her, fcarce ever expe- 
rienced more fatisfa£iion than when at 
length Mrs. Hertford rofe to depart. 

She was attended to the door by El- 
tham^ whom flie there kept a confider- 
able time in coaverfation, and to whom 
Clarentine^ as (he was returning to the 
parlour, heard her fay- — 

" And how long, Sir, have you bcea 
acquainted with thefe ladies ?" 

« Really," anfwefed Eltham, " I can- 
not be very accurate as to the exa£l time : 
but why do you enquire ?" 
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" Becaufe,"* replied fhe, " it appears 
rather extraordinary you fhould never 
have mentioned them during the frequent 
vifits you have paid at our houfe iince 
your arrival." 

" Why, my dear madam," cried Eltbam, 
gaily, ^^ do you think me fo fuperlatively 
dull, that I can find nothing better to en- 
tertain one pretty woman withy than en- 
comiums upon another?'* 

*' I am to infer then," faid Mrs. Hcrt^ 
ford, with quicknefs, U that to Jpeak of 
Mifs Delhiington, and to praift heri is^ 
with you, the fame thing ?*' 

" Infer, my deareft creature,'* an» 
fwered he, carelefsly, ^^ what you pleafe, 
but afk me no more queftions, I intreat; 
fince (pardon me for faying it) I know 
you too well to fuppofe they can either 
be the refult of chance, or entirely the cf- 
feft of benevolence r . 

Frightened at tbis daring fpeech, and 
dreading to bear its anfwer, Clarentine 
^ow haftily threw open the garden dopr, 
^J^d ran into it to avoid, while they con- 
tinued talking fo near the parlour, the 
poffibility of catching another word. 
. : <« Good 
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«< Good God ! what muft the woman 
be, ** thought fhe, *^ to whom Eltham 
permits himfelf to hold fuch language ? 
What could be her reaCbn, with fo little 
to fay, for making us fo long a vifit ? Or 
why, finding iis fo remifs in attention to 
her, vifit us at all? I do not underftand 
it; but I much fear, if Eltham talks to 
her in the fame ft rain much longer, he will 
make her the irreconcilable enemy of us 
both !" 

Then recolleQing her fituation when 
met by Mrs. Hertford — leaning upon 
Eltham*s arm — the children, as if pur- 
pofely, detached from them — and he her 
onlyicompanion ; fhe blamed hcrfelf fe- 
verely for ever having walked out with 
him unaccompanied by Madame d'Ar- 
xdc^ and trembled at the opinion fuch a 
ftory, if malicioufly reported, might give 
rife to at Delmington. It now alfo for 
the firft time occurred to her, that it was 
wrong to permit Eltham fuch free and 
continual accefs into their houfe. Though 
by his own undefigning beMviour, his 
eafe, and good humour, fhe had beerr 
taught almofl to forget how lately he had . 
been introduced to her, it vwii YCl\>w\. io<^ 
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true that he was ftill only the acquaint- 
ance oF a day — had no family conne£Uony: 
no relation (hip with her whatever — and 
that neither his age, or the profligacy im- 
puted to his chara6ler, rendered him a fit 
intimate for a young woman in circum- 
flances fuch as her's. Had not Mrs. Har- 
rington already, with the moft envenomed 
rancour, afperfed and vilified her ? and 
would fhe not, happy in fuch an pppor-. 
tunity, feize with avidity every frefh 
occafion of pouring upon her abufe and 
odium ? 

" Alas !" cried fhe, " I forgot, or ra- 
ther till this minute I never was aware, 
that independent of thofe evils brought, 
on by our own mifconduft, there are 
others, almoft equally dreadful, which 
are folely the refult of our inexperience 
and want of forefight. Eltham's conver- 
fation, whilfl conBned as it hitherto has 
been" to vague and general fubjefts, was 
pleafant to me, and I fancied alfo, allow-* 
able. Polifhed without affeftation, enter- 
taining without farcafm, and eafy without 
impertinence, I flatter myfelf, both being 
free from all defign, that we might fafely, 
whilll refiding in the fame vicilnity, afio- 
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ciate with each other. Too late, how- 
ever, I have difcovered ray error; and. 
fatal, if this Mr^. Hertford is as illiberal 
as (he is myfterious, fatal may it prove to 
me r 

Terrified by this apprehenfion, and 
angry with Eltham forhaving fo much 
contributed to expofe her to conjefture, 
by unneceflarily keeping fecret his know- 
ledge of her, although, as was now ap- 
parent, a conftant vifitor at Mrs. Hert- 
ford's, fhe determined in future to keep' 
out of his way as much as poffible ; -to 
check his affiduities by every means in 
her power ; and above all, earneftly to at- 
tempt limiting the number of his vifits, 
and the length of their duration. 

Whilft yet occupied in framing plans 
fiich as thefe, Eltham himfelf joined her, 
and as he advanced, anxioufly called 
out— 

- i« What, my deareft Mifs Delmingtori, 
makes you look Xb thoughtful and fo 
grave?" . ^ 

Clarentine, unwilling at firft to con- 
feft to him the caufe, looked embarraffed, 
aad hefitated fo long what to anfwer, that- 
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concluding her fcrioufnefs was the mere 
efFeft of accident, he forbore mailing any 
further enquiries, aiid taking her hand, 
faid— 

" Come, you want a little diflipation ;' 
fuppofe therefore, we now refume our 
walk?" 

*^ No indeed !'* cried Clarentine haftity, 
<^ I will neither go out with you again 
to-day, nor, if I can help it, any other 

day." 

*' No ?'* exclaimed he, much furprifed, 
" And why ?" 

** I would tell you,'* anfwered fhe, 
more calmly, *• but that I fear your re- 
prefentations, although determined not 
to fuffer myfelf to be influenced by 
them." 

*< Vain indeed fhould I. be,** refumed 
Eltham, evidently picqued by this decla- 
ration, '* if, after hearing a determination 
fo candid, youhazarded any of the expoftu^ 
lations you fo caufelefsly apprehend. Ex^ 
plain yourfelf freely, therefore, Mifs Del* 
niington," 

" I will," faid Clarentine, afFeSing not 
to feem confcious of his difpleafure, you 

3 ^^y 
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may remember, Sir, that when I parted 
from my friends at Delmington, and firft 
came to this place^ our acquaintance was 
Tcarcely of a week's ftanding,andinitfelf of 
fo.flightanature, and fo accidentally began 
that no one could have wondered, had it 
ftopped there, ihould we mutually have 
difclaimed any thing beyond the mete 
knowledge of each other *s names and faces. 
This being the <:afe, what would Lady 
Delmington, what would Mrs. Harrington 
conclude, were they to hear>, that Ihe, 
•who fo lately was almoft an entire ftran- 
ger to you, now authorized your daily 
attendance at all hours ; wandered about 
the country with you without any other 
companion; received you early, and de- 
tained you late ; and was never feen but 
in your fociety? I might fay, very 
fafely, thai your vifits are not more meant 
for ine than for Madame d'Arzele : but 
ftill, knowing as I do, how feldom (he is 
able, or willing to be of our continual ex- 
curfions, how much when you are below, 
fhe fits above, and how frequently we have 
been feen without her, I fhould find this, 
I fear, a very infufficient plea, and be 
extremely ill prepared to anCv^ct ^\\\\\^ 
VOL, 1 1. £ ob'i^^^^'cv^ 
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objeftions that might be made to it. My 
requeft to you, therefore, is, Sir, that for 
the few days I remain here, you will either 
make your vifits ftiorter and lefs conftant, 
or, without being offended, and imagining 
I mean to fliew you any per/on al dihc{pe&^ 
that you will permit me, when you call, 
to walk out, as formerly by myfelf, or to 
fit quietly up-ftairs in my own room, and 
leave to Madame d'Arzele the ceremony 
of receiving you*" 

Never was aftonifhment equal to that 
which reftrained Eltham from interrupting 
this frank, and, to him, extraordinary 
fpeech. He looked at her for fome time 
as if doubting the reality of what he had 
heard, and was preparing to anfwer hef 
with great irafcibility, when recoUefling 
there might be as much of fudden fear as 
of eftablifhed diflike in what fhe had faid, 
he inftantly changed his purpofe, and 
hoping to make fome advantage of the 
confternation fhe had been thrown into, 
eagerly exclaimed — 

" I will confent to anything, renounce 
every thing, provided you will but pro- 
mife, on your arrival in town, to take off 

tliis 
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this fearful interdiftion, and permit me to 
fee, and to vifit you there, as if it had 
never paffed !" 

" I will make," cried Clarentine, of- 
fended and amazed in her turn, " no 
fuchpromife! you cannot have any right, 
Mr. Eltham, to exaft it ; nor to fuppofe, 
that in the hope of enfuring a temporary 
good, I Ihould voluntarily bring upon 
myfelf a lafting evil !" 

" Wiiy, what an arbitrary little defpot 
ydu arej" cried he, endeavouring^ under 
. a femblance of gaiety to difguife the mor- 
tification and anger a refufal fo fteady had 
given rife to; *' difdaining all compro- 
mife, rejecting all conditions, what a very 
tyrant you are become!" 

" I am forry, Sk," fald Clarentine, 
with greater mildnefs, *' you compelled 
me to it; as we know each other's fenti- 
ments, however, now, there can be no 
further neceflity for my ftay, and there- 
. for^ I (hall wifh you good morning." 

'' Why whither are you 'then going ?" 

*' To my own room, Sir. I have a letter 
to finifli before the pofl goes out, and no 
• time, I believe, to lofe." 

E 2 ^^^^ 
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She then haftily left bim, while yet 
too much confounded t6 have power to 
(top her, and ran up ftairs. 



CHAP. II. 



When Clarentine and Madame d'Ar- 
vzele met ^t dinner, the former, with ter 
accuftomed lincerity, related all that had 
paffed in her own mind previous to her 

• 

conference with Eltham, as well as the 
particulars and refult of that conference 
itfelf. When fhehad ended her account, 
'^ I may, perhaps," added fhe, *' Kave 
been rather too plain with him : but it is 
impotTible to recoUeft the ftrange en- 
gagement into which he would have per- 
fuaded me to enter, without wondering 
he fhould not himfelf have forfcen the re- 
tort it muft occafion." 

** From any one elfe, my dear Claren- 
^^^c,'* faid Madame d*Arzele, he would 
^ve forefeen it: but you and I. have 
reated him with too much indulgence, 

6 \\^N^ 
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have literally fpoilt bim. I am glad, 
therefore, with all my heart you have 
had the courage. to put a little check upon 
him; and by no means forry to find the 
wearifome length of his never-ending, 
vifits is likely to be fomewhat moderated; 
though as the more oftenfible mijire/s of 
the houfe^ I could never have permittee! 
myfelf to give him fuch a hint, without 
running the riflv of offending him for life." 

Then recurring to what Clarentine had 
faid relating to her fears, left the toifre- 
prefentations, Mrs. Hertford's prying cu- 
I riofity (hewed her fo fully prepared to 
make, lhould_ reach Delmington, and 
gain credit there, Madame d'Arzele be- 
fought her to explain her reafons for hav- 
ing, as (he fuppofed, invited her in; and 
g^v^ the moft ludicrous account of the 
confternaiion and difmay with which fhe 
faw" her enter. ^ 

Clarentine readily fatisfied her a^s to 
the ftiare fhe had borne in that tranfaftion, 
and briefly informed her of every parti- 
cular that had attended their meeting; 
after which, by mutual confent, a dif- 
ferent fubje£l wasftarted, and both foug^Ut.^ 
as noDch as it yfas in their power, to diw^ 

£ 3 ' vV^ 
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the unpleafant occurrences of the morn* 
ing from their thoughts. 

The whole afternoon and evening paf- 
fed, and Eltham never appeared; the 
fucceeding day elapfed, and ftill hfs ab* 
fence continued. Clarentine then began 
to be frightened, and half wifhed — left in 
trying to avert one evil fhe had brought 
upon herfelf another^ and made hiiji an 
enemy who had before been a friend—' 
fhe had either fpoken more cautioqfly, 
or wholly foreborn fpeaking at all, con- 
tenting herfelf with avoiding him without 
afTigning any reafon for k. Yet this^ im- 
prafticable, and felf-wiHed as he was^ 
Ihe believed would have been almoft 
impoffible ; fince go whither flie would, 
unlefs formally prohibited, hewould have 
infifted upon following her, and deny 
him as often as (he pleafed, he would 
have called again the next hour. Dif- 
carding, therefore, all ufelefs repinings, 
and convinced in her own mind, that 
however impolitic, what fhe had done 
was, at leaft, candid and honeft, fhe ac- 
quitted herfelf of any wrong intentions, 
and determined quietly to await the 
event. 
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. A letter from Sophia, which arrived the 
foUowingmorning, contributed more than 
ever to confirm her in thefe fentiments, 
and to relieve her from all remaining un. 
cafinefs refpefling what had pafTed. 

That affeftionate, and excellent girl, 
began in Lady Delmington's as well 
as her own name, by^ thanking her mod 
warmly for the ccmfidence and kindnefs 
with which (he had acknowledged to them 
her receipt of Sir Edgar's letter; and for 
the unreferved and fatisfiiftory account 
flie had given of its contents. Her mo- 
ther, (he added, fince its communication 
DO longer appeared the fame woman ; all 
her doubts baniflied, all her alarm fub- 
fided; and in confequence, (lie had fully 
authorized Sophia to inform her, that 
henceforward, every objeftion to her 
writing publicly and openly to the whole 
family, and to Lady Julia alfo, was for 
ever at an end. 

Speaking next of her brother, (he faid 
he was to fet out for Oxford the following 
week; having witliin the laft four or five 
days amended fo rapidly, that it was no 
longer deemed neceflfary to delay his 
journey, 

E 4 ^J^ lxi&.^^.^ 
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«« Inftead of writing, however,** pro- 
ceeded ihe, ^^ as he told you he wouM^ 
he yefterday had a long, and I doubt not 
moft interefting conference with Lord 
Welwyn himfelf, who kindly called i» 
the courfe of the morning to enquire 
perfonally after him. I have not heard 
the particulars of what pafled between 
them : but if I may judge by my brother'* 
recruited fpirits, and by his Lordfhip's 
own cordiality at parting, they were only 
fuch as to give us all fatisfa£lion and 
comfort. ' 

" Befides, Edgar, who ufed fo fedulous- 
ly to avoid Lady Julia, now feizes every 
opportunity of throwing himfelf, without 
affeftation, in her way; and for i/>K, really 
makes a very affiduous courtier ; a change 
her Ladyfhip appears by no means either 
difpleafed with, or infenfible to !'* 

" But apropos to Lady Julia, my dear 
Clarentine, fhe complains much of your 
determined filencc, and feems extremely 
hurt by it. Pray writer to her very foon. 
She knows of your impending journey, 
and has been told whom you are to live 
^'ith, and why you leave us, which, (ac- 
cording to our account) is becaufe— let 
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me fee; I have jtlmoft forgot my leffon ! 
•— O, becaufe Mr. Lenham himfelf defired 
it ; and Mr. Lenham was the great friend 
of the late Mrs. Somerfet, and may there. 
fore reafonably be fuppofed to feel much 
interefted about her favourite niece and 
early protegee. 

*^ Now remember you do not fpoil this 
pretty flory» by telling more than you 
ought to do ! I afTure you it cod us 
much trouble and pains to invent. 

" But flop — before I proceed further, 
let me acquaint you with a piece of good 
news, which will, I know, rejoice you. 
Edgar has acknowledged all his debts, as 
he no doubt informed you was his defign, 
(though you prudently forbore touching 
upon //&<7/ fubjeft in your joint letter to 
my mother and me) not only to Lord 
Welwyn, but to her alfo ; and (he, (my 
mthe r) confeffing as much to Mrs. Har- 
rington, that incomprehenfible perfon, in 
a fit of, fcarce credible, munificence, un- 
dertook to difcharge them entirely her- 
felf, as a teftimony of the high approba- 
tion with which ftie honours his prefent 
conduQ:, Now tell me, if you dare, that 
miracles are ove?: ! 

£ 5 « \^VCcw 
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" With regard, my love, to the direc- 
tions you afk concerning your journey, 
my mother is of opinion you ought by no 
means to travel fo far alone, and has 
therefore devifed what, I hope, you will 
think a very comfortable method of ob- 
viating this difficulty. 

" Our good and worthy old houfe^^ 
keeper, Mrs. Newnham, has a daughter in 
London whom (he has long been very 
anxious to vifit. My mother knowing 
this, and at the fame time being thoroughly 
fatisfied fhe could not entruft you to a 
properer perfon, has commiffioned me to 
tell you, that if, on Monday next, you 
can proceed as far as Exeter with Madame 
d'Arzele's woman, Mrs. Newnhara fliall 
meet you there, at the principal inn, and 
travel on with you the reft of the way. 
Write therefore immediately to Mr. Len- 
ham to inform him of this arrangement — 
an arrangement which, however you may, 
and, I flatter myfelf, will approve— it 
grieves me to be obliged, with fuch mt- 
thod\cd\ /an^'froidy to write about. 

'^ I read to Edgar the friendly little 
meffage you fent to him, and he feemed 
much gratified and affe6ed by it: yet, 

like 
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like a true encroacher, could not help 
confefling he (hould have been ftill better 
pleafed h^td it been written immediately 
to himfelf. So, however, would not my 
mother; and therefore it is quite as well 
as it is^. 

** But my deareft Clarentine, I mufb 
now bid you farewel. I fhall write to 
you again very foon, and hope to hear 
from you as early as you can after your 
arrival in London. 

" Heaven blefs and preferve you— • 
grant you a fafe and pleafant journey — 
a cordial reception-— good fpirits- and 
good health! - 

" Adieu; and believe me with the 
trueft and warmeft affefiion, 

" Yours every 

" Si Delmington,*' 

-P. S. *« O, but I had almoft forgot! 
It is reported here^ by one of his own 
men, whom he lately fent back to Wei- 
wyn Park, that the fage, the modeft, the 
humble Mr. Ehham^ has taken a lodgr 
ing, at Sidmouth, clofe to yours — that he 
walks out ieU'd.t£te yiiih you everyday 
—that in an evening you fpend whole 
hours fifiging and playing to Vi\m — ^^^^ 
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finally, that he almoft tivis at your houfe f 
Take care, take care, my deareft girll 
fcandal and defamation are very preva- 
lent in thefe evil days, and many are the 
evil tongues you have to guard againft ! 
—Send Eltham about his bufinefs as foon 
as you can — and if he muft vifit you, give 
my compliments to him, and tell him to 
wait till you get to Mr. Lenham*s; iok 
Madame d'Arzele is ieaucaup trop jeum ei 
jolie^ to make a proper Duenna for you I 
—Adieu V' 

Painfully meditating upon its contents, 
Clarentine yet held this letter in her hand, 
when Eltham himfelf opened the parlour 
door, and entered. He had taken a cir- 
cuit on purpofe to come in at the back 
part of the houfe unfeen by the ladies, 
and, in his way, meeting with no one to 
announce him, (a ceremony indeed he 
bad of late feldom given himfelf the 
trouble to obferve) had proceeded boldly 
forward till he reached the ufual fitting 
room, where he, very juftly, concluded 
himfelf fecure of finding the object of 
his fearch« 

He 
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He was beginnings though in a tone 
lefs gay and animated than ufual, to ad<« 
drefs her, when Clarentine, abruptly 
ftarting up—the caution ihe had fo re* 
cently received giving additional celerity 
to her motions, flew towards an oppoiite 
door with a view of making her efcape^ 
without uttering a fyllable. 

filtham, however, faw her defign, and 
fpringing after her, in afloniihment inex*. 
preflible, he took her hand, and as he led 
her back, fixing his penetrating eyes 
upon her downcaft face, with a mixture 
of curiofity and refentment— 

*/ Good God !" he exclaimed, '« whence 
this inconceivable, this extraordinary be- 
haviour ? Do I dream ? or are you really 
the fame Mifs Delmington— the fame 
friendly, amiable, and unaffected creature, 
who fo. Utely welcomed my approach 
with fmiles and with good- humour?—* 

Who— 

" Mr. Eltham,** interrupted Claren- 

tine, (Iruggiing to difengage her handy 
♦' let me pafs I befeech you ! — if you are 
offended, if I appear capricious and ill- 
bred, I am forry for it : but I have rear- 
Xons, iudilpeniabJe reafons £oi \^\v^v\ ^o^ 
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and cannot fuffer you to detain me an in- 
ftant longer!" 

^^ Is it poffible then, yoir fiiould ima- 
gine/' cried Eltham, ftrll oppofing her 
retreat, and ftedfaftly gazing at her—* 
" I can part with you wbilft in a ftate of 
fuch fufpenfe ? For worlds would I not 
negle6l this opportunity, the only one you 
may ever again aflford me, of bringing 
you to an explanation ; of enquiring into 
the true caufe of a change fo fudden, and 
fo mortifying ! Have I not pundually, 
icrupuloufly obferved your laft injunc- 
tions? Abftained three whole days from 
venturing near the houfe ? and can you 
ftill wifli to fly me ? ftill drive me from 
you?" 

Clarentine, afhamed, diftreffed, and 
rrrefolute, hung down her head in total 
filence, unable, without acknowledging 
it was to the advice of Sophia her en^ 
creafed referve was owing, to account for 
a conduft. Die could not but allow he 
had fo much reafon to be difpleafed with; 
and equally unable to frame any other 
cxcufe that Ihould appear at all plaufible 
to a man whofe penetration fhe fo muck 

dreaded^ 
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dreaded, and whofe enquiries were fo 
pointed. 

^ Whilft with averted looks, therefore^ 
thus hefitating and thus eonfufed (he 
flood, Eltham ftill vainly urging her to 
fpeak, a Hidden end was^ put to her diffi*- 
culties and deliberations, by the abrupt 
appearance of the maid of the houfe, who, 
half opening the door called out— 

" Mifs— a lady—" 
and immediately drawing back, gave place, 
to Mrs. Hertford, who the next moment 
haftily entered, 

Eltham, at this fight^ muttering between 
his teeth an indiftind imprecation, and 
inftantly dropping the reluftant hand he 
had fo long detained, bowed coldly and 
ftiffly to the fair intruder, and walked ful- 
lenly to the window; whilft Clarentine 
fcarcely lefs provoked, and infinitely 
more abaihed, ftammered, bluftied, and 
looked fo guilty and fo confcious, that 
an obferver of far lefs difcernment, or' 
far greater candour than Mrs, Hertford, 
might very naturally have put the fame 
ccmftruSion upon what Ihe faw, which 
that lady inftantly, and unhefitatingly. 
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thought fhe was authorized to put upon k 
herfelf, 

Diffcmbling her fentiments however^ 
and approaching Clarentine with perfeft 
cafe and compofure, (he took her hand 
with the intimacy of cftablifhed friend- 
ihip) and enquiring, in a tone of far 
greater complacency than that in which 
Ihe had addrefled her during her laft vilit^ 
after Madame d'Arzele, then addedi with- 
out waiting for an anfwer — 

" I underftand, my dear Mifs Del- 
mington, you are upon the point of 
quitting Sidmouth as well as myfelf; 
will you therefore excufe the liberty I 
take, if I venture to enquire how you 
propofe travelling, and whether it would 
be agreeable to you to accept a feat in my 
uncle's carriage, in preference to under- 
taking the journey alone ?" 

The extreme furprife this unexpeded 
propofal excited ; the fudden ftart it oc- 
cafioned from Eltham, and the rat)id fuc- 
ceffion of new ideas to which it gave rife 
in Clarentine, had thehappieft efFek upon 
fter Ipints ; and inttantly diflipating every 
trace of that painful embarraiTment under 

which 
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which ffie Bad, the moment before, (o 
fevcrely laboured, revived and reanimated 
her fufficiently, to enable her, the next 
minute, without paufe or hefttation, firmly,, 
but, at the fame time, with extreme good 
breeding to anfwer— 

** Your ofFer, madansi, does me infinite 
honour, and I (hould have accepted it with 
great pleafure, bad I hot this very morn- 
ing received a letter from Delmington, 
containing the fullcft direftions, as well 
concerning the time at which I am to fet 
out, as the companion with whom I anv 
to travel, and the exa£l route we are to 
take." 

^ And when, then, may I afk,*' cried 
Etiham, abruptly turning rounds ^^ do 
you fet out ?** 

Clarentine, by no* means anxious to 
anfwer this enquiry, attempted to turn it 
off with a laugh, and gaily replied — 

^* You and 1 have been quarrelling 
this morning, you know, Mr. Eltham; and 
therefore, as a little puniftiment for your 
curiofity, I fliall take advantage of out 
not having yet made it upj and like chiU 
dren in the fame circumftanGes,/«r;i/«/*yfc 
and refufe to anfwer you." 
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" An admirable expedient !" cried he,^ 
** I give you infinite credit for its inge- 
nuity ! This is what may truly be called 
turning a quarrel to good account. Pray 
where did you learn this politic art ?'* 

" NeceJJity, I fuppofe, taught it me,*' 
anfwered Clarehtine laughing, ** for it is 
not one of thofe qualifications I fliould 
be willing to afcribe to Nature.'* 

^ Confider then, how much you are 
indebted to me^ as the prime agent of this^ 
all-infpiring neceffity, for calling forth 
fucK talents !'* 

^^ About as much," refumed Claren- 
tine with quicknefs, ** as any other per- 
fecuted being is, to the tormentor that 
ftimulates its exertions by firft awakening 
its fears!'* 

" I may then really triumph in the cer- 
tainty of having made you afraid of me ?*' 

*' Not abfolutely ; fince I can yet only 
do you the honour to acknowledge that 
you are the cau/e^ but by no mean^ the 
^^ta of my fears ?" 

Then obferving that Mrs. Hertford fat 
liftening to all that paffed with the moft 
^nicft attention, £he felt anxious to give 
•'^ ^JSuncdiate turn to the converfation ; 
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and for chat purpofe addreflSng herfelf to 
her, without giving Eltham time to par- 
fue the fubjcft, (he faid— ^ 

^^ May I take the liberty, madam, of 
aO^ing how you firft heard of my intended 
removal? I ihould be curious to know 
who it is, that in this place thinks fo in* 
fignificant a being as I am of fufficient 
confequence, to take the trouble of en- 
quiring into any of my aclions." 

" My intelligence,'* anfwered Mrs. 
Hertford, ** was not procured here, bul 
came immediately from London, in a let- 
ter I yefterday received from Mifs Bar- 
clay, the young bdy, who, with her mo* 
ther, now refides at Mr. Lenham's/* 

Amazed to find her fo well acquainted 
\rith names (he had always fo carefully 
avoided mentioning, either before her or 
Eltham, Clarentine, unable to command 
her firft emotion, haftily exclaimed — 

" Good God !" 

Then, as fuddenly recollefting herfelf, 
with more compofure added, *^ You arc 
well acquainted with Mifs Barclay then, 
madam ? Is {he amiable ?** 

« Yes, extremcjy," anfwered Mrs* 
Hertford, 
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«* And pray," refumed' Clarentinc, Bc^ 
filating and fearful^ yet anxious, before- 
fhe herfelf became a member of it, to 
know exa6lly upon what footing Mrs». 
Hertford was in Mr. Lenham'» family; 
*' Pray, mad^m, may I without imper* 
tioence enquire, whether you have beca 
intimate long with this young lady^ and 
whether you are alfo acquainted with tte 
excellent Mr. Lenham ?" 

" With the latter," anCwered Mrs. 
Hertford, " but very flightly. Mrs. 
Caitleton, a particular friend. of mine, has 
a boy, the brother of that little girl you 
have feen with me here, under his care, 
and when fhe has called to fee the child^ 
I have occaiionally accompanied her, and 
by that means obtained a trifling know- 
fcdge of bim. With Mifs Barclay, bow- 
evep, I have been in habits of confidencej^. 
and in conftant correfpondence thefe fouc 
or five years." 

This aiifwer) circumftantial as it was, 
ftill but imperfectly fatisfied Clarentine* 
There were yet a thoufand queftions Ihe 
%vilhed to aflc, a thoufand doubts ftie 
longed to have explained, which, how- 
ever, her delicacy and fear of offending 
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'^^ithhcld her from uttering. That a \fo- 
TOan, whom Eltham allowed himfelf to 
excite fuch fufpicions of, to whom he 
ventured to fpeak fo cavalieriy, and who 
^o Clarentine herfelf appeared fo ill-formed 
to excite a lafting friendfliip ; that fuch a 
woman ftiould be the chofen inmate of 
fo near a relation of the refpeftable Mr, 
Lenham's, Teemed incomprehenfible ! 
Much, however, did the circumftance, 
•extraordinary as it was, tend to eradicate, 
or at leaft diminifli, the prejudice fhe had' 
liitherto harboured againft her; and natu* 
rally candid, difpofed to fee every thing 
in the moft favourable light; and, as all 
ingenuous minds are, averfe to crediting 
the worji in a doubtful cafe, (he perfuaded 
herfelf to believe, that Eltham had either 
•been grofsly mifinformcd, or elfe influ- 
enced by private pique in all that he had 
infinuated. 

When therefore, after a vifit, like both 
her former ones, of confiderable length, 
Mrs. Hertford rofe to take leave; Cla- 
rentine, whofefeeling and excellent heart 
reproached her f)r her paft coldnefs, and 
urged her to make reparation for if, went 
up to her^ and with infinite fv^tetue.^^ t^- 
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newing her thanks for the obliging offer 
that had brought her, apologized for 
never having waited upon her during the 
time (he had been at Sidmouth, and ex- 
pre fled great concern that it would now, 
owing to the fliortnefs of her flay, be 
wholly out of her power, 

*' I hope then," faid Mrs. Hereford, 
with a look that fhewcd-her much pleafed, 
" you will make me amends when you 
get to town ?" 

So faying, flie made fomething be- 
tween a bozv and a curtjey to Eltham, 
fliook hands with Clarentine, left her 
compliments for Madame d*Arzele, and 
with an air of even girlifh vivacity, .haf 
tened away. 

The moment flie was gone, Eltham, as 
it was evident, would have poured upon 
Clarendne a torrent of queftions, not 
wholly unmixed with reproaches for a re- 
ception his pride ftill fo much refented, 
had Ihe allowed him opportunity ; but 
aware of his deCgn, and equally averfe to 
hearing either the one, or the other, fhe 
induftrioufly evaded giving him any fatis- 
faQory information, and fought by fo 
many little artifices to elude his interroga- 
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tories, and give the converfadon a gene- 
ral iturn, that although he could not again, 
with any appearance of reafon, complain 
of her, as fhe neither teftified any pecu- 
liar anxiety to efcape from him, or any 
<iegree of referve that could in common 
fenfe offend Tiim, he very foon loft all pa- 
tience, and determined upon quitting her, 
to feek elfewhere that intelligence, which 
every inftant encreafed his dcfire of ob- 
taining. 

As foon "as he had left her, haftening 
up to Madame d'Arzele to confult with 
her about the plan mentioned by Sophia, 
relative to her journey as far as Exeter, 
and to folicit her a<:quiefcence to it, fhe, 
the next minute, fat down, firft to inform 
Lady Delmington of the fucccfs of her 
application, and then, to apprife Mr. 
Lenham of the exaft time at which he 
might expe6l her. With regard to the 
charge, however, concerning Eltham, as 
fhe wifhed to difcufs that fubjeft with 
Sophia only, and was by no means cer- 
tain her mother knew of the reports that 
had been circulated refpefting him, fhe 
deferred faying any thing that could lead 
to that circumftance, as well as \^i\v\w.^x.o 
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Lady Julia, till after her arrival ia Loa- 
don ; when for the one ihe would have 
more leifure, and for the other more ma- 
terials. 



CHAP. III. 



The morning at length arrived, fo much 
"dreaded by Madame dArzele, and fo de* 
jcftcdly anticipated by Clarentine, 'which, 
after a rcfidence together that had been 
produclive of fo much comfort to both; 
th:u had fo clofcly united them to each 
other, and clhiblilhed a habit of coofi- 
dence between them fo grateful to their 
hearts, was delUned to feparate and di- 
vide them. They parted with tears on 
both lides; and with the fincereft cxprcf- 
fions of attachment, earnetlly renewed 
their mutual promifes of writing with 
punftuality and diligence. 

At Exeter, whither CUremine wa^ con- 
veyed in lefs than three hours, fhe found 
the good Mrs. Newnham, who had Ilept 
there the preceding rijht, in readinefs. at 



C;.ARENTIKK. fj . 

ijic Inn door, to receive J^nd welcome 
her. They repaired together into the 
houfe, where, after taking fome refrelh- 
ment, Clarentine haftily wrote a few lines 
to thank Madame d'Arstele for the attend- 
ance of her woman ; whom, fending for 
into the parlour, (he very generoufly re- 
warded ibr her trouble, smd then dif- 
mifled, with^a thoufand kind meifages to 
her miftrefs, and a thoufand affectionate 
remembrances to the children. 
. When this bufinefi was concluded, fhe 
turned to Mrs. Newnham, and telling her 
fhe was ready to fet out, aiked how they 
were to travel. 

*' My Lady's opinion ma*am«" an- 
swered Mrs. Newnham, " was, that your 
(afeft method, as you have no man fer-- 
vant to attend you, would be, to wait 
bere till- the - Plymouth ftage arrives, and 
if there is room, to proceed the reft of 
the way, or at leaft as far as Salift)ury in 
that; there, if you find yourfelf fatigued, 
we may fleep to-night, and continue our 
journey in the coach that fets out fronji 
thence, to-morrow." 

Clarentine immediately agreed to this 
plan; and on enquiry, findiiif^ Oaft ^^^ 

YOU //. F '^^'^ 
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was expefted in every ta'Jnute, heM licr- 
lelf in readmefs to get iht6 it!, and idefircd 
the waiters wcAild" let Thief fcnovr as Toon zs 
it arrived. 

Whilft this was paffing, Mrs. Newn* 
hatft had been giving orders iln the pailkge 
concferning the Baggage ffitc hadbrought 
vith Her ; and wais ftamiing to fee it all 
conveyed down ftairs^ out- of her ofwn 
room, whither fhe had infifted upon Its- 
being depofited the night before; when- 
Clarentine, drawn to the door by the noife 
and bifftle of this removal, ftared with- 
amazeYnent at the number of trunks and 
boxes flie beheld, andhaftily exclaimed— ^ 

** Why, my dear Mrs. Newnham, you 
have made preparations for a very long 
abfence ! What ftay do you purpofe to 
make in London ?** 

« Blefs you, ma'am 1'* cried the good 
voman, "thefe things are not a quarter 
of them mine; they chieOy belong io 

you/' 

" Tomef' tho^gb^ ^ar^ntihe^ figh- 
ing, " Ahf then, 1 am an outtaji in- 
deed !'' 

She drew nearer to the place where 
^ dbey Rood, however, tcA ciimvmn^ the 
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4is a proof of the long exile to which fhe 
was dooiQAedy that ^e^ were a£tually al « 
moft all addreSed to her, in Lady Del* 
Vinson's own handi at the Rty. Mr. Lenf 
haosi^Sy and by {he^ir lize and number 
feemed to contain not only her books, thf 
repeated gi&$ of Mr. Somerfet, biH every 
. thing tlk of any value Che had left behin4 
fcer. 

The &ght, fcom the croud of diftrelTr 
ing refle3:ion3 to which it gav^ birth^ 
siade her melancholy, and turning aw9^ 
with an adding heart, ihe went back iotQ 
the room, where, perceiving a newfpaper 
lying upon the ^indow>feat, ihe took it 
up till the coach arrived, and fat down tQ 
look it over. 

One of the firft ^irticles that caught hei^ 
-attention was the following : — 

^^ A 'few days ago died, at his ieat 
in Northaraptonfhire, Thomas Somer- 
fct, Efq. Member of Parliament for 
Higham Ferrers, and one of the wealthieft 
private gentlemen in the county. Hi* 
ion, a very gallant and diftinguifbed 
young officer in the navy, and fole heir 
to all bis hther's property^ i$ QoiOivV^ jsy.- 

F 2 Ig^^^^ 
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pe6tcd in England^ after a long ftatioit 
in the Wea Indies." 

Though it is not to be fuppofed the 
news of a man's death by whom flie had 
been fo cruelly negleded, whofe general 
chara&er was fo unamiable, and who had 
long been fuch a ftranger to her fights 
could very deeply affeft her, yet, as all 
cxpefted intelligence of mortality ufually 
does, at the firft moment, it (hocked, if 
it did not grieve her, and led to fuch a 
train of mournful refleflions upon the 
fubjeft of all ihe infantine connexions 
(he had ihus early loft, that, deprelfed as 
Ihe was before, the tears ftarted into her 
eye«, and ihe laid the paper down unabie 
to proceed. 

The entrance into the inn yard of the 
coach (he had been expelling now, how- 
ever, afForxled her fome relief, and by 
directing her attention to the more imme- 
diale concerns of the moment, contri* 
buted to diflipate the fadnefs with which 
file was oppreffed. Mrs. Newnham in- 
ftantly)iaftenedout to (peak to .the driver,^ 
and to endeavour to fecure xhe two va* 
cant places (he required; which having 
Jb;ippily effe&ed} ihe preTcntly xeturjied 
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to announce her fuccefs to her young 
fellow-traveller; with whom, in a fhort 
time afterwarcb^fhe afcendcd the earriage, 
and drove away^ 

Loaded as it was with outjide paiTen* 
gers, fortunately for Clarentinc, it con- 
tal^ned but one in the infide^ except herfelf 
and Mrs. Newnham. That one, in ap- 
pearance fcarcely fuperior to a common 
failor, coarfe, rough and fturdy, wa^ 
yet, to his prefent companions, at leaft,. 
perfectly inoffenfive; feeming far more 
inclined to fleep than to intrude upon 
them his converfation ; and, after the firll 
full Jiare with which (not without betray- 
ing fome indications of furprife and, com- 
placency) he favoured Clarentine, evinc- 
ing no further inclination to obferve or 
moled her. 

, Becoming, therefore, fhortly familiar- 
ized to his uncouth afpe£l^ which, on her 
firll entrance, had flartled and almoft ter- 
rified her, Clarentine, whofe thoughts 
now again invoFuntarily reverted to the. 
intelligence refpefting Mr. Somerfct Ihe 
had fo accidentally met with, communi- 
cated it in a low voice to Mrs. N^vaxvVv^xsvv 
Bnd expreffcd the decpeft couceitv foic x\\^ 

F 3 - txv^\mx- 
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tkielancholy furprife^ tbat^ on his retmif 
after fo long an abfence^ awaited his fon> 
a Ton, fhe added, who^ however unlike 
his father, would ftill, fhe was perfuaded,. 
feel the fincerefl forrow at a death fo fud* 
den and fo unexpected. 

To this, Mrs. Ne\<rnham, although Tt^ 
good and a well-principled woman, found 
fome difficulty to agree i not thinking it 
poffible, nay, even natural^ that the beft 
of fons fhould experience any real grief 
it the lois of fuch a father. 

«^ Yow know not, my dear Mifs Cla- 
rentine,^ continued fhe, " you know not 
what fhojcking accounts I have heard of 
his felBfhnefs, his illiberality, and his totat 
warlt of aflTeQion ; nor how often I have 
been afluired that, but for his pay as be^ 
ing in the navy, Captain Somerfet— ** 

At the mention of Somerfet^s name^ 
the failor who fat oppofite to Glarentine^ 
aiid wha for fome time had been loung'- 
ing back in the coach, hi& eyes entirely 
clofed, his arms folded, and his head^re^ 
clined upon his breaft, as if funk in a 
heavy flupor, fuddenly bent forward with 
a look of mingled incredulity and amaze« 
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mcnt^ and earneftly fixing Mrs. NewiW' 

ham, bluntly exclaimed— 

. " What's that — ^what's all that there 

you're faying? Do ycu know Capt. So- 

merfet?" 

" Yes,'* anfwered fhe, half fmiling, 

*« I do know one Capt. Somerfct, but per- 
haps not the Csime you mean.** 

^^ Was his name William ?" enquired 

the failor, ^' was he Commander of the 

— — man of war ?" 
** He was/' replied Mrs Newnham. 
" Why then, by jingo!** refumed he, 
rubbing his hands with an air of infinite ' 
glee, *' I've got into right good fort of 
company] Captain - Somerfet's was the 
firii fhip I ^vcx i^t^enton board of, and a 
plaguy UW ^thought I ihould have on't, 
for I -was no youjiker even then, but a 
great lubberly Lout that knew no more of 

,the matter rthan an infant, ^nd expelled a 
cat-d'-nine-tail^ acfofs my back every in- 
ftanl; , Ne*erthelefs, he bore with me 
kindiy\and patiently; gave me time to 
learn my bufioeCs, and encouragement to 
do my duty — andhas made me take fuch 
•a liking to a Teaman's life, 4hat as long.as 

F 4 iJci^t^^ 
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there's a fhip afloat, III ne'er turn my 
mind to any other/' 

Clarentine, much pleafed with the hone ft 
franknefs flie began to difcover in her 
new acquaiiitance, and happy to embrace 
fuch an opportunity of learning a few of 
the parti<fulars of Somerfet's profeffional 
conduft, now joined in the converfation^, 
and wkhout difcovering her near aflBnity 
to him, obtained from her, communicative 
companion an account, that alFe&ed as 
much as it delighted her. The charafter 
he gave of his late Commander, (for he 
began by feying he was no longer in Capt. 
Somerfet's fhip,) was that of a man equally 
remarkable for humanity and for courage; 
one who in the midft- of danger was daunt« 
lefsand collefted; in thehourof fuccefs, 
placable and generous; a«<t in the day of 
fecurityj miH, patient, and confiderate, 

Praife fuch as this — fo zealous, yet fo 
difinterefted, drew tears from Chirentine*s 
eyes; encreafed, if poffible, the efteem, 
admiration, and affeftion flie had afways 
felt for its objeft ; and made her proud of 
acknowledging her connexion with a 
man whofe virtues, fhc thought, Fefiefted 

fach. 



CLARENTINE. IO5 

fuch honour upon all who were allied to 
him. 

The firft inftant fhe fpoke, confefled 
herfelf to be to well acquainted with So- 
merfet, fo nearly related to hiin, the 
voice, demeanor, and whole countenance 
of the pleafed, yet aftonifhed failor, un» 
derwent a total revolution. ^Refpedt and 
deference took the place of his former 
xoughnefs and familiarity; he feemed 
from that moment to look upon her with 
a fpecies of benevolent afFe6iion, and 
never afterwards addreifed her but with 
jthe humbleft civility and gentlenefs. 
, At M — — , where they Hopped to dine, 
and where alfo their fellow-traveller took 
leave of them, Clarentine and Mrs Newn* 
ham had fcarcely alighted and advanced 
three fteps towards the room that was al- 
lotted to them, when, from above, in an 
accent equally well known to both, a 
man's voice was heard impatiently calling 
out — 

" Waiter ! fend my fervant up to me, 
I have been ringing for him this half 
hour/' 

«« O, Good God V* foftly exclaimed 
Clarentine^ precipitating hex ]^ae^ ^^ ^^ 
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fpokcj and mechanically fcizfn^ hold- oF 
Mrs. Newnh'am's arm, ** Mr. Elthaiki h- 
here! For the world I would not have 
him fee me I** 

The evil, howeteh, was al^ady ddnCr 
Eltham, whilft leaning: over the batr« 
nifters, had caught a tranfient vk^ of her^^ 
and flying impetuoufly down the ftairt^ 
reached the room flie ineanr t(y tCbke n^ 
fiige in allnoft at the fame inftaiit fli« ti^ 
tered it herfelf. • 

«^ So, my dear Mifs^ I>eIhiingtotij^* 
cried he, triumphantly addreffing heiy 
* accident hsis for once been my fitefidy 
and, ndtwitbftanding your barbarous -re^ 
fervc upon the fubjeft of yoi»r jotirAey^ 
the laft time I bad the honour of feeing 
you, hastgiven itie the. opponiiinty I'f^* 
much wiih^d for, ofofferingyou my fer- 
vices upon the road^ and of attending, 
jrou,. (lilt adiftance, bowevct* humbte,) up* 
to town !'* 

•♦lam forry," faid Clarcntine coldlyv 
^ that Mr. Elthanv, who, no doubt, fo well 
knows. the. value of every obligation h6 
confers, (hould, upon this occafion/have* 
ioiadc choice, of -one^ fo ill dilp,6fed lo ac- 
cept 
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'* The mortifying ungrsLCJQuffiQfs of 

;thi*3 reply/' jciied Eltjiain> ^te^npting to 

laughs- y^t revi^eiDtly .mwch piqued, 

<« a0lHght.bav« f^fic^ededSittfth better fon^ 

^time ago; Ibi^ of late^, .Mifs Dtlroingtpo, 

. you han^ : accttftortied tne fo often to the 

jfemc iioA xaif fciVerity, that I begin to fetl 

kardrnedt and ,fliidl very fliortly. become 

jCarlloiis to.aU TCipradf H/»:hatever.". 

:<« Tiat^Vifiid Glarentine, " I can eafily 
believe ; and only wifh it were in my 
po'WKrs^'whh .eq^aai ifacility, to become 
.callous to lunpcoycylced •*- 

Impertinence fhe would have added, but 

.^heddhgiierfelf in time, loft the fentence 

•iinfinifiied^ :atid turned to the window 

haif angky ^at ?her own petulance, and^aSf * 

. terrified at the «fie£i it might produce;.: > 

Before £itham could fpeak to heragain, 

however, .the > iervant lie had- been eti- 

quiring for made hisappearanct, and foou 

^foar iheyifboth left the room. i 

" Thank heaven!" faid Clareminfe, 
iwhen thiey were 'gone, «-I iiow» Wrfii to 
breathe! But, my deat* ^WW? fJteWflteilb, 
)f yWhave any pity, endeavout xo\ia5&Mi 

F 6 ^^"^ 
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our dinner as much as you can, that wc 
may, if poflible, get away before Mr. £1- 
tbam returns/" 

Mrs. Newnham, though it was evident 
(he longed to make a thoufahd obfetva- 
tions^ and, no doubt alfo, to aCk a thou* 
fand queftions, immediately obeyed ; and 
as on her re-entrance fhe was accompanied 
by a waiter who (laid in the room the 
whole time they were at table, fhe found 
it abfolutely impolEble to utter one direft 
enquiry; and all others Clarentine ealily 
evaded. 

Their hafty meal was fcarcely overj 
vhen notice was brought that the coack 
.was- ready.. 

Clarentine,. eager to. be gone^ hiflantly 
arofe, and having difcharged the reckon- 
ing, hurried out with the 'utmoft expedi- 
tion, internally congratulating herfelf 
upon her good fortune in thus efcapixig a 
iecond interview with ELtham. 

At the coach doer« however, what was 
her furprize and chagrin again to behold 
bim ! 

V Here ftill ?*' cried (he, with undif- 
fittubled vexauoB* 
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^^ Yes,** replied he, fmiling as he handed 
her in, « here ftill !" 

Then likewife affifting Mrs. Newn* 
ham to mount the fteep ladder that ferved 

- inftead of fteps, the next moment he af- 
cended after her, and bade the coachman 
drive on. 

*^ Drive onP* repeated Clarentine, 

. ^< No^ no, irapoffible ! you do not mean 
to go with us, Mr. Eltham ?" 

•* I do indeed,** returned he, enjoying 

. her confternation, ^' my man could pro* 
cure me no poft-horfes, and I am inhafte 
to get to town." 

Clarentine every inftant more difgufted 
at his dauntlefs aflurance^ and firmly per- 
fuaded his ftation at that inn on her ar- 
rival was the effe6): of a concerted plan^ 
(formed in confequence of his having, by 
fome unknown means, discovered the day 
on which fhe meant to quit Sidmouth, and 
the conveyance by which Ihe was to 
travel) now determined, in order to prove 

; to. him, at leaft, the ferioufnefs of her re- 

. fentment, to obferve the fteadieft filence 
file could the whole way, asd refolutely 
to avoid giving him any further cxcuie 
to provoke^ or reproach her. - - 
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EUfaanH, however^ was nott>fa difpo- 
fition long to fuffer her to maintain her 
purpofe. Anxious to learn the caufe of 
the late, and inexplicable change in h^r 
-behaviour towards hiniy be began by com- 
.plaining, in the ftrongeft .ternu of the 
manifeft injuftice with which fliebad 
treated biin-*protefting that he was' wholly 
unconfcious, when herrererve-firftbegafly 
of having in the flighteft degree merited 
her difpleafure; and could noidtberwife 
account for it, than by fuppofing, (be .bad 
been .prejudiced againft him by dierfamily 
at Delmington, and taught by them to. af- 
;fume tliat coldnefs. and diftruft he fo 
deeply lamented. 

To this, though :by no means .pleafisd 

at his harbouring fucha fufpicion^.Claren- 

.tiue, firm to her firft intentianvmade no 

reply-^and Eltham, after vainly waiting 

' fome time ifor an anfwer, thus went .on*^ 

*^'Asmy ftay in Lbndon will be vc^y 
.fliort, and I. have promifed to retfiim to 
Weiwyn -parle as foon to the. ffaooting 
vfsafdn ^ctmme^ces, my 'firft bufinefs will 
vbe^ 6n my arrival there, to . get tbb mak« 
ilGi {amf^^iAly cleaved up. Sir Edgar^ 
k is true;" added be^ ;<^ will »iiot ot jtbat 



CLAKEKTINV^ 111 

iimc &e with his family, but (hould every 
Sfthcx member of it deny the charge, my 
.conjedurea will know where to reft, and 
.the affair may ea£ly lie decided by means . 
of wrhing to him to beg he will appoint 
ibme ct>nveniqnt place where we can dif- 
cafs it/' ^ 

Shocked and amazed at this alarming 
threat, yeft imwilUng to believe it could 
-haveanyierrou» meaning:, Clarentine now 
found faerfelf compelled to fpeak^ and 
with . grtet eameftnefs. faid*— 

^^ Can you then, Mr. Eltham, after the 
.•tonveriation that fo lately palTed between 
JX3 on this fubjed,— when I frankly com- 
4nunicated to you my reafons for requeft- 
ing you to difcontinue your vi-fits at 
.Mitdame d'Afzele^'e-^aDyoii ftin ^be-un- 
.-teafonable enough io inquire a further 
.^indidation ? to difcvedit sUl I faid ? and 
.10 entertain fufpicionftfounSvorthy,'andft> 
-^igrbunded?" 

. . ^ Jiasd Mifs . Delmington/' replied he 
. coolly ^^V Qondefcended, after that con- 
verfeitont toaocount for the very extra- 
rbrdSnary rbehaviour that followed it— ^had 
'ihe informed me whdt iitere her motivel, 
'Oii'tiy next. vi£^ fox ic£ abxui^^Y ^^^ 
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my prefence the inftant I entered the houft 
•—had fhe, in (hort, uniformly treated mc 
with candour and opennefs, thofe doubts^ 
thofe fufpicions, had never been excited. 
As it is — fince by perfuafion and entreaty 
I have fo ill fucceeded, I muft either 
apply elfewhere, or determine to perfe* 
cute and haunt her, till, in Jelf^defemi^ 
flie is com|)elled to anfwer me."" . 

Then obferving that poor Mrs. Newn- 
ham, notwithftanding the eager curiofity 
\vith which flie had attended to the even- 
ing of this dialogue, had now, however^ 
overpowered by fatigue, fallen into a 
profound fleep, he lowered his voice, 
and thus, with a fignificant fmile^ con- 
tinued — 

** Were I permitted to advife in fuch 
a cafe, I would caution my dear Mils 
Delmington not to perfevere too long m 
her prefent plan, left, driving me to ex- 
tremities, fhe ihould urge me to declase 
open war againft her, and at once to pro* 
claim myfelf her lover and her perfe- 
cutor ! Aye/' continued he, feeing her 
fiart and turn pale, ^< you may look 
frightened, but fuch \ proteft to yon will 
he the cafe« I caxmoi^ I wU not be to 
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you as a common acquaintance! Either 
then accept me for your friend — reftore 
me to that degree of confidence with 
which you honoured me during the early 
period of your refidence at Sidmouth, or, 
as I faid before, make me a paffionate,' 
but a felfifli — a defigning lover !" 

During this fpeech, Clarentine, aghaft 
and difmayed, ftared with unutterable 
aftonifhment at the infulting fpeaker, who, 
fatisfied with having fo unequivocally 
explained himfelf, very compofedly fold- 
ed his arms the inftant he pauled, and 
threw himfelf back in his feat, exultingly 
contemplating the confternadon he had 
occafioned. She recoUeded, with trem- 
bling appfehenfion, how totally, for the 
prefent at leaft, fhe was in his power; 
and dreading ftill further to irritate him 
by reproaches, made a faint attempt, 
though filled with the utmoft indignation, 
to foften and appeafe him. The words, 
however, died on her lips; (he (lam* 
mered — hefitated — and the next moment 
burft into tears. 

Eltham at this fight anxioufly leaned 
forward — fixed his eyes on her face with 
an txpreBjQD o£ concern and twr^txx^^ 
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and theft feizing her hand^ paflionatety 
exclaimed—" 

^ Dear, lovely Clarentine! it is yet 
time to retraft i Tell me but that you 
will forgive me — allow me but to hope 
my repentance may be followed by your 
returning frendfiiip, and I here for ever 
abjure all the curfed menaces I fo madly 
littered r* 

Glarentine^ revived by this aOurancCy 
now ventured to look up, and fmiliog 

.through her tears, faid-^— 

. «* Were /, Mr. Eltham, as vindidive as 

you have fhewn yourf<^lf, I fhould not fo 
readily pardon the terror and amazement 
into which you have thrown me. To 
prove to ypu, ho^vever, the differenoe 
there is between us^ I . accept your termSi 

. and agree to an immediate peace." 

*' This generous forgivenefs," cried 

. Eltham, kifiing her hand, ^^ is, I acknow- 
ledge, very ill deferved — but fince it not 

^only proves your placability, but enfures 
vDSf warmeft gratitude, l9t it be as perma- 
nent as I hope it is fincere.'* 

*' You diftruft its fincerity, I perceive,*' 

. iaid Clarentine, ^^ and with feme reafoB, 

. sthtx all tl^ iirange thiugs you have ut- 
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tered; be affured^ howeverj that upon 
one only condition, you may fecurely 
rely upon the good faith with which I 
ineati to obferve our treaty/* 

•* I dare not," replied Eltham, *^ after 
the mercy yon have exercifed tqwards 
tne, refufe fubfcribing to that condition^ 
whatever it may be; and yet I almoft 
dread to hear it.'* 

- " Believd^mci** faid Clarentine, ^* you 
have no caufe. It is (imply this— that 
immediaiely on our arrival at Salifbury^ 
you will order a poft-chaife to be ready 
to-morrow morning to convey you fepa- 
rately the reft of the ws^y to London; and 
afterwards excufc my feeing you again 
till I am fixed at Mr. Letibam*^. Do 
liot^** added {he, feeing he hefitaled^ 
** da not, i befeech you, deny me to 
trifling a favour, left you oblige me to 
qu^ftion^e?i^ fincerriy, as you appear to 
have queftioned Mi/if^.** 

After a fliort internal deliberation, El- 
tham, at length, acceded to this compro- 
mife, and during the remainder of tMfeir 
route together, the moft uninterrupted 
harmony fubfifted between them. 
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Yet Clarentine, notwithftanding the 
temporizing meeknefs with which (he had 
been reduced to fubmit to his unpardon-» 
able prefumption, was not of a difpofi- 
ticn to think of it lightly, or lightly to 
forget it. Retired as had been her paft 
life, {he ftill was fufficiently acquainted 
with the rules and cuftoms of fociety, to 
know how to eftimate his condu6t; and| 
at once to perceive and feel its impro* 
pricty. That her unprotefted ftate fhould 
be fuch as to expofe her fo peculiarly to 
fuffer by it, fhe deeply lamented; and 
ihrunk with timid defpondency from a 
world, in which it was likely her poverty 
and dependance might lead to a repeti* 
tion of fuch humiliating treatment. Still 
however, fhe meant pundually to fulfil 
her promife^ and, as fhe had agreed, oc- 
cafionally to receive him after her arrival 
in town ; but never when alone, or when 
unfupportcd by the prefence of fome per- 
fon whofe age, or fituation, would enfure 
deference and command refpeft. 
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CHAP. IV. 

It was fo late when the coach drove 
uito the city of Salifbury, that Claren* 
tine, wearied and difpirited by the reluq* 
tant exertions (he had made to appear 
eafy and chearful during the latter part of 
the evening, felt anxious to retire for the 
night the inftant fhe alighted ; being told^ 
however, ^that it would take fome time to 
prepare a room for her reception, ihe 
fubmitted to neceffity with the beft grace 
(he could; and whilft Mrs. Newnham 
went up (lairs with the chambermaid, to 
fee that every thing was properly arranged, 
conGsnted, at Eltham's jecommendation^ 
to order tea in preference to the more 
fubftantial repaft that had been fet hefore 
them : but which fhe had declined par« 
taking. 

Drawing a chair to the fide-table on 
wlxich the tea equipage had been placed, 
and feating himfelf oppofite to her, El- 
tham, as foon as the waiter left the room, 
faid— 
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*^ Pray, Mifs Delmington, when if 
Captain Somerfet expeftcd in England ?" 

" Would I could tell!'* anfwered Cla- 
rentioe with earneftnefs. 

^^ You fpeak fedingly upon the fub- 
jcft,** returned Eltham gravely, *' and 
yet, you were fo you;ig when he laft em- 
barked, that you cannpt retain much re- 
coIle£lion of him?" 

" Oh, do not think fo!" refumcd (he, 
with quicknefs ; '^ he left an impreflioii 
upon my , memory never to be erafed. 
Good, noble, and benevolent as he i$f 
who that has once known, can ceafe to re- 
member, or ceafe to honour him P** 

Elthara, inexprcffibly ftruck by the 
energy and warmth with which this was 
uttered, remained thoughtful and filent 
for fome minutes after flie paufed, atten- 
tively regarding her; then refuming alt 
his wonted impetuofity, he abruptly cried 
out— 

" With a heart fo alive to fentiments 
of gratitude and admiration, why— -oh| 
why, cruel Clarentine ! are you thus inac- . 
ccHiblc to love ! Tell me," added he, lean- 
ing forward, and fixing her yet more in* 

6 Untly, 
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teDtl/y ^ tell me, why Ihould you drive 
ine from you ? Why fliould wc erer part ?* •. 

" Mn Eltham,'' replied Cliarcntinc, 
greatly alarmed at this returning vehe- 
mence, ^^ is it, generous, is it manly, to 
take advantage of the defencelels fitua- 
tion in which I am now placed, thus to 
harrafs and opprefs me ? Oh, do not 
force me to hate you ! do not oblige me • 
to recall that pardon you feemed fo 
anxious to obtain : and inftead of the 
friend you taught me to expeQ, compel 
me to look upon you as the mod cruel of 
enemies !"* 

^* By heaven," exclaimed he, with fer- 
vour, •* you do me wrong ! Friendlhip— 
nay, even love itfelf, were too cold a 
name by which to cxpr-efs the fentiment 
I feel for you ! I offer you my heart ; I 
dedicate to you my fortune and my life I 
You are the moft fa-cinating, the moft, 
lovely of human bSngs, and whilft I have 
breath, I will proteQ:, cherifh, and adore 
jrou I — Deareft, gentleft Clarentine I da 
not repulfe — do not 4rive me to defpera- 

tfon !" 

Struggling^o withdraw her hand, which 

during thitf ipeech; he had fmeA, ^xA 
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forcibly detained, Clarentine, unable tc 
refrain from tears, dejededly faid — 

<^ In pity, in humanity^ fpare me, Mr 
Ekham ! I am not in fpirits to fupport all 
this ; you know not how you wounds ho^ 
you diftrefis me i — Oh ! ' had you the feel 
ing heart of that generous, confideratt 
Somerfet, you juft heard me commemo* 
rate, never would you have tortured me 
by treatment fuch as this !" 

** Cold>heartcd, inhuman girl!'* cried 
he, colouring with r^fentment^ and in^ 
ftantly r^leafing her, ^t^What a reproacfa 
was that! Was it thus you anfwered Del- 
mington's ardent proteftations ? Was it 
thus you upbraided, fcomed, rejected 
Ww?*— No; you heard him with com- 
pafiionating fenfibility, wept over his 
romantic letters, defended him with zeal) 
and confoled him with kindnefs ! Tfaisi 
all this you could do for a boy, a foolf 
who betrayed himrelf,ajid you^whilll I-^ 
I, who would facrifice my life to obtain 
one fmile, to gratify the (lightell of your 
wifhes— -I, who love you even to diftrac- 
tion, am contemned, (lighted and dif<* 
dained ! Oh ! Clarentine," added he, paf- 
Gonatcly ilTiking bis forehead^ and ab« 
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fuptly rifing, ^< take care, take care you 
try me not too much !" 

Clarentine now more alarmed than fiie 
had yet been, by the outrageous violence 
of this intemperate madman, afraid of be- 
traying her refentment, and equally afraid 
of exafperating him by her filence, clafped 
her hands fervently together, and looking 
after him with a fupplicating afpefl, cabled 
out in an agony of diftrefs — 

^ Mr. Eltham, for heaven's fake, for 
mercy's fake, leave me till you are more 
compofed — leave me for to-night! You 
will kill me if you (lay and thus perfe* 
vere in terrifying me fo cruelly!" 

Eltham, however> incapable of attend- 
ing to, or of anfwering her, was walking 
with hurried fteps about the room in an 
agitation of mind too great to be de* 
fcribed. His countenance by turns eX* 
preffive of fierccnefs, gloom, or difap- 
pointment, had loft all traces of that care- 
leilhefs and good-humour, by which it was 
ufually diftinguiflicd. Afliamed of him- 
felf, and angry with Clarentine, he knew 
not how to defcend to the neceffity of 
making an apology, with an grace ; hoy 
to curb his own impetubEty^ ot Vvoni xa 
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attempt retrieving the confidence again 
thus wantonly forfeited. 

Approaching her at length with rather 
more compofure, his voice, however, yet 
betraying the ilrongeft fymptoms of emo- 
tion — 

" I have gone,-' cried he, ** too far to 
recede : you cannot^ a fecond time, fin« 
Merely pardon me ; then why Ihould I be 
fo much 'my own enemy^ as to renounce^ 
from a chimerical notion of "honour^ a 
falfe principle of re6litude, which even 
you expeft me not now to be guided by, 
the only chance of happinefs I have yet 
in view, the happinefs of confirming your 
dependance upon me^ though I cannot 
fecure your heart !'* 

*« And would tbat^^^ cried Clarentine^ 
darting at him an indignant and con* 
temptuous glance, " would that m?kt 
you happy ?" 

*' Good God!'* exclaimed he, "what 
a look was there! — Oh! fpeak to me again^ 
dear Clarentine — foften to me the rigour 
of that reproachful glance, and I will do 
any thing, every thing you command ! Say 
you forgive, and though you blame, alfo 
pity mc^ and the confli6l ihall be at an 
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end, T will tear myfelf from you ; For in 
your prefence I can neither aft uniformly 
right, or with impunity wrong!" 

Clarentine, completely exhaufted by 
the long conteft Ihe had fuftained, pale, 
fpiritlefsjand harraffed, held out her hand 
almoft mechanically, and leaning her Kead 
upon the bat:k of a chair, fecmed equally" 
averfe cither to fpeaking or looking at 
him. 

He received the cold and paffive hand 
Ihe extended, with rapture, tempered by 
■concern at the evident diftrefs he had oc- 
•caftoned; and holding it between both his 
-as he fpoke, faid in a tone of anxiety and 
<endernefs — 

" My dear Mifs Delmington, why this 
total, this folemn filence ? Arc you ill ? 
Tell me, I befeech you !'* 

Clarentine fliook her head, motioned 
with her hand for him to leave her, but 
ftill did not fpeak; and Eltham after re- 
niaining fome minutes longer, irrefo. 
iutely and fearfully gazing at her, upon 
her making another fignal to him to go, 
reluftantly obeyed. 

It was long ere Clarentine, humbled 
and deprefled by this extraordinary fc^w^?^ 
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could conquer the agitation to which li 
had ^ivcn rife^ or recover any tolerable 
degree of fcrcnity. The contrition and 
regret Eltham had evinced at his depar- 
ture led her, however, to hope (he might 
efcape the next day without further mo* 
leftation ; and calmed by this dependence, 
(he fought as much as poflible, before th^ 
return of Mrs. Ncwnham, to dilfipate all 
remaining traces of chagrin and vexation. 

In a very ihort time, that good woman 
appeared. Unfufpicious of what had 
paflcd, her queftions, though numerous, 
were fuch as Clarciitine found it eafy to 
anfwcr; who having llaid with her whilft 
ihe fupped, gladly confcntcd the moment, 
{lie had Hhifhcd, to follow her to the room 
ihat was allotted her. 

Having given orders to be called, by 
the carliefl: break of day, fhe arofe the 
next morning, and purfued her journey. 

Nothing remarkable occurred during 
the remainder of the way. Eltham ap- 
peared no more ; and the travellers who 
now occupied the coach were of that 
non dcfcript order of beings, of whom 
little is thought, and neither good or bad 
can.be faid. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. ■ 

At the inn in London where the ftage 
put up, Mr. Lenham himfelf was waiting 
to receive and welcome his expe£ied 
^ueft. 

The mild, placid^ and venerable afpe£i. 
6f that excellent man, prepared Claren- 
tine, the inftant ihe beheld him, to re- 
verence and love him as a father. He 
addrefled her with fuch foothing kind- 
nefs, and regarded her with fuch unaf> 
feded benevolence, that flie could almoft 
have wept her thahki for a cordiality fo 
chearing, and fo confolatory. 

When the firft hurry of a meeting,, 
which to Clarentine at leaft had been fo 
unexpefled, was over, Mr. Lenham, who 
had kept a hatkney coach in waiting, pro- 
pofed having it called up, and attending 
her in it to Hampftead. To this fhe rea-* 
dily confented ; and after taking a friendly 
leave of Mrs. Newnham, whofe daughter 
refidcd in that neighbourhood, fee chear- 
fully followed her reverend couduQioT. 
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Their converfation, during the ride, 
turned chiefly upon the fubjeft of Mr. 
Somerfet's fudden death, and the unex- 
pefted arrival of- his fon. The firft of 
thefe was an event, which, although he 
aflPeded not deeply to lament, Mr. Len- 
ham acknowledged he had been extremely 
furprized at, having, but a (hort time be^ 
fore, feen Mr. Somerfetin town in perfeft 
beahh and unufual good fpirits. 

*^ Had he lived, my dear young lady,** 
added the worthy man, ^' till you were 
become an inhabitant of my houfe, 1 have 
great reafon to believe- you would have 
found in him a zealous and fincere friend. 
His heart with regard to you feemed to- 
tally changed; and the kindnefa with 
which he repeatedly fpoke of you filled 
me with the moU chearing expeftations." 

*' But to what, dear Sir," faid Claren* 
tine, extremely fjrprifed, " could fuch a 
change be owing? Manyyearshaveelapfed 
fince he laft faw me, and he can fcarcely 
have heard roe mentioned fince his fons 
departure." 

*' We all, my young friend," replied 
Mr. Lenham, " require fomething to 
love, ibme one ou v^hova to beftow that 
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place in our hearts, which the abfence of 
thofe we moft fondly cherifh has left vacant 
and unoccupied. Such/' continued he, 
*^wa6 the cafe with your deceafed uncle. He 
never approved hi$ fon's choice of a pro- 
fellion which fo wholly counteracted his 
own views, and fo long removed him from 
bis fight ', and, till latety, fpent every in- 
terval between that fon's departure and 
bis return, in folitude and repining. By 
degrees, however, this chearlefs retire- 
ment became irkfome to him; he came 
oftener to town ; mixed more in fociety ^ 
and as the fpecies of mifanthropy he had 
indulged wore off, looked round with 
anxiety for fome objed on whom, in hi« 
declining days, he could beftow his affec- 
tion, and reft his hopes of domeftic com^ 
fort* At that time jr^//, Mifs Delmington^ 
were brought to his remembrance, I an- 
nounced to him your intended removal 
to town; and from the very inftant he 
heard of it, he feemed'to be revolving in 
his own mind the^ means of obtaining in 
you that companion he had elfewhere fo 
vainly fought.'* 

Clarentine, as much affe6led as (he was 
aftonifhed at this account^ covxYd ivo\.\^wx 

G 4 ^wc^\^^ 
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fincerely regret, that, at the very time he 
Teemed moft favourably difpofed towards 
her, (he fhould thus have been deprived 
of a relation, whom it would have givea 
her fuch uhfpeakable fatisfaflion to have 
known, to have loved, and to have been 
permitted to attend. She reproached her- 
felf feverely for every harfh expreffion 
Ihe might ever have uttered concerning 
iiim ; and forgetting his long negleft, to 
think onlv of his intended kindnefs, funk, 
in her gratitude for what Was dejigned^ the 
remembrance of what had been imitttd. 

Whilft thefe reHeflions ftill occupied 
her mind, and filled it with the tnieft con- 
cern, the carriage (topped at Mr. Len- 
ham*s gate, and the coachman having 
rung, a maid fervant ran out with a can- 
dle in her hand to light them into the. 
houfe, Clarentine's heart failed her as 
the moment drew near that was deftined 
to introduce her to the ftrangers (he w^s 
henceforward to rcfide with; and linger- 
ing purpofcly as flie croffed the little court 
before the door, (he flopped at the bot- 
tom of the ftcps, and fa id with a half 
fmifcr— 
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" It is very foolifti, but indeed Mr. 
Lenham I am almoft afraid of ventui:ing 
ferthe^r." 

Mr. Lenham laughed at her apprehen- 
fions, yet with great kindnef$ faid — 

<^ Shall I go in firft then, and announce 
your arrival ?" 

Glad of any reprieve, flie eagerly ac 
cepted the propofal, and ftruggling to gain 
courage during his abfence, was able 
when he returned to accompany him into 
the room with tolerable compofure. 

The party to which flie was now pre- 
fented, confifted of Mrs. Barclay, the 
aQual fuperintendant of the houTe, her 
daughter, a neighbouring lady of the name 
of Denbigh, and a very fine boy of about 
fourteen, a pupil of Mr. Lenham's, and 
the elded of the three he had then under 
his care. 

T)ie ufual formalities attending a firft 
introducing being over, Ciarentine, when 
they were all feated, venttired to caft a 
timid eye around her, and to take a more 
minute furvey, than on her immediate 
entrance fhe had dared hazard^ of the fe- 
vcral individuals before her. 

G 5 TIV^ 
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The firft who by any fingularity diftm* 
gui died her felf, was Mifs Barclay. This 
young lady, who feemed to be about 
five-and-lwenty, and unhappily for her, 
had fome pretentions to beauty, though 
»ot of the mod feminine kind, looked at 
once vulgar, blunt and familiar. To a 
complexion naturally^^rri/ratherthan bril' 
hant^ (he added a pair of large black 
eye», which in attempting to render^ ex- 
preffivc, (he bad made (ierce,and in try- 
ing to give archnefs to, had utterly de- 
prived of all diffidence or foftnefs. Her 
drefs, the laborious refult of indefati- 
gable pains and trouble^ was at lead as far 
as (he knew how to make it fo, fa(hion- 
able even to extravagance > and betrayed 
fuch a total want of tafte, and an affeda* 
tion of negligence fo evidently ftudied, 
^hat, to Clarentine, who, novice as (he 
\i^as, had never before beheld fo extraor- 
dinary a figure, (he appeared more like 
a monftrous caricature, intended to ex- 
* cite* ridicule and furprifc, than any other 
thing (lie could compare her to. 

With regard to her mother, Mrs. Bar- 
clay, little in refpeO. to her exterior, at 
IcaSt^ could be Caiid, Her face was un- 
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commonly plain indeed, but there was 
nothing ftrikingly remarkable either in 
her perfon or drefs. , Confined' during the 
greateft part of her life to the country, 
and compelled whilft t^re, from the 
(lender circumftances of her deceafed 
hufband, to undergo all the rural drud* 
. gery of a farmer's wife, Ihe had neither 
had time, or inclination, to attend to the 
forms of cultivated fociety — to enjoy a 
rational converfation— or to participate 
in the pleafures of dpmeftic tranquility. 
Her mind, when at home, had regularly 
been in one continual economical ferment i 
when abroad, cafting all care behind her, 
ihe thought only of indemnifying berfelf, 
by jollity and frolic^ for the lime, ftie had 
loft, and the fatiguing round of houfe- 
hold occupations to which, at other fea- 
fons, ihe had been obliged to fubmit. Her 
long feclufion from the world had con- 
traded her ideas; given a fpecies of 
boifterous roughnefs to her language anci 
manners; and initiated her into all that 
idle love of goffip, fo ufual in a remotp 
village, where the chief recreation of the 
inhabitants coniifts in an evening ramblj^ 
from one Aeigbbour to another ^ lo ^wo^v^c: 

G 6 vcwx.'^ 
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into the fcandalous anecdotes of the dzy^ 
comment upon, and exaggerate every 
circumftance as it is related. 

Mrs. Denbigh, their vifitor, was a quiet, 
grave, elderly woman, very fimple in her 
manners, and extremely well-bred in her 
converfation. Clarentine, however, not- 
withftanding the apparent gentlenefs Which 
feei;ned to chara6lerize her, fancied ihe 
could difcem in the caft of her eyes a 
latent propenfity to fatire, which made 
her fhrink from their inveftigation, and 
innocent as was her heart, dread becom- 
ing the objeft of their penetrating fcru- 
tiny. 

The youth, whofe name was Blandlbrd, 
was the fon of a wealthy Eaft Indian. He 
had beerr in England about four years, 
and on his firft arrival bad been put into 
a public fchool ; from whence, however, 
chufing fliortly afterwards to run away, 
he had fince been placed by hiis friends 
under the care of his prefent tutor; with 
Whom he had now lived near four years 
in perfeft ditcipline and order. 

Such was the party which Clarentine, 
bn her arrival, found aflembled. Re- 
vived^ and comforted by tbe attentive 
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kindneCi of Mr. Lenham — amufed by the 
novel appearance of Mifs Barclay-~and 
rejoiced ohce more .to find herfelf in 
a place of fecurity, (he very foon forgot 
her fatignC) and infenfibly aflumed fuch 
an aiT of cbearfulnefs and ferenity, that 
her friendly hoft beheld the change with 
delight^ and felt more than everdifpofed 
to intereft himfelf in her fate — ^to love^ 
and to prote£i her. 

The latenefs of the hour at which the 
fair traveller arrived, naturally precluded 
uU potiibility of entering into any very 
(regular converfation before fupper ; and 
tvhiift they were yet at table, Mrs. Den* 
bigh's fervant being announced, in a few 
minutes file took leave, and the whole 
pMy ihortly ^erwards i^elired for the 
night. • 

The room that had been appropriated 
to Clarentine, though not very large, fhe 
found on waking the next morning, was 
light, chearful, and airy* Its windows 
looked into the garden; beyond which, 
only feparated from it by a funk-fence, 
was a meadow^ encircled by a gravel 
walk, and fecurely flieltered, as Well from 
.fibfervation as from cold, by ^Vvi^^tA 
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impenetrable hedge. At the back of this 
room was a large clofet, with a bow 
window^ that reached the floor, and 
opened like a folding door into an old<^ 
fafhioned balcony, fupported by the fame 
pillars that formed a fort of portico before 
the entrance of the houfe. 

In this clofet, which had a fire-placCf 
and a door, (in addition to the one that 
feparated it from her bed room, which- 
led into the paflage, Clarentine, looking 
round her with delight, anticipated the 
many happy hours (he fliould fpend, when 
having placed her drawing materials and 
her books in order, fhe might wifli to- 
efcape either from the buttle or reftraipt 
which vifitbrs impofe, 

Whilft yet indulging herfelf in forming 
plans fuch as thefe, fhe heard fomebody 
ehter the next room, and> turning rounds 
beheld Mifs Barclay — 

«' Well,*' cried that young lady, feating 
herfelf ^s (he fpoke, and drawing the dref- 
fing.glafs to the fide of the table to reform 
feme error in the fet of her cap, " how 
did you fleep ? — Im dying for my break- 
faft~a)i't you V[ 

Clarentin^ 
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Clarentine, a little furprized at, this 
eafy debut^ fmiled, and faid — " I have 
fcarcely had time to think of it yet ; I am 
butjuft dreffed." 

" O, nor I neither : but then, you know, 
when one has b.een worried up fo, it^s hor« 
rid to be kept waiting* I dare fay, how- 
ever, liiy uncle won't be ready this half 
hour, for he's packing up fuch a load of 
things!*' 

** Packing up ? where is he going 
then ?" 

" Lord, don't you know? A letter came 
here this morning, before any of us were 
awake, from fomc of the people who were 
prefent at the opening of Mr, Somerfet's 
will, to fay my uncle muft go down there 
direftly, for it was found he had been ap- 
pointed one of the executors, and no bu« 
finefs could go on without him." . 

**I am afraid then," faid Clarentine^ 
** we Ihall not fee him again for fome time. 
Will he breakfaft with us ?" 

^ O, yes — it's on his account the break- 
faft is fo delayed." 

'* Then pray," refumed Clarentinc, 
** let us go down; I fhould wilh to fee 
all I can of him before he fets out«'' 
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(« Lord/* faid Mifs Barclay, indolently 
rifings and (till lingering before the glafs, 
^ one would think he was your lover, 
by the anxiety you exprefs about him." 

^^ I hope," faid Clarentine, moving 
towards the door^ ^^ to fin(i in him a 
friend^ and that perhaps may be better than 
a lover'* 

** I am fure,** cried Mifs Barclay — " I 
fliould not think fo T' 

And, with thefe words, Ihe followed 
Clarentine out, and leaving the ifoom- 
door wide Open, brufhed pad her upon 
the flairs, and ran forward to fee if her 
uncle was come down. 

This mixture in the manners of her new 
'companion of the rudenefs of an unformed 
romp, and the freedom of a pert coquette, 
atonceaftoniihed and offended Clarentine 
fo njiuch, that fhe determined henceforward, 
however civil atid acquiefcent fhe might 
be when they met below, to difcourage, 
as well by the coldnefs of her looks, as 
the whole tenour of her behavioui-^ the 
forwardnefs that led her thus to intrude 
into her private apartment. 

" And this/' thought fhe, " as much 
for her own fake as mine, fince I greatly 
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^t, I fihbuld never have philofophy fuf. 
ficient to endure her continually in my 
ilght without being fometimes in danger 
of affronting her. 

At the paHotiV door, fhe Vas met by 
Mr. Lenham — 

" My dear young lady," faid he^ taking 
her hand, " Lucy has probably ac* 
^uainted you \Wth the hafty fummons I 
have received. It hurts me, fo imme- 
diately upon your arrival, to be under the 
neceffity of leaving hoVne : but the bufi- 
feefs 1 go yiptm i^ of a nature^ \ triift, id 
plead with you my excufe/* 

« O, Sir," iaid Clarentine, '* if fn ad- 
Hition to the thoufand other cares that 
muft occupy your mind at fuch a moment, 
youweteto fufFer yourfelf to be difturbed 
by one thought relative to ^f, I (hould 
be inconfolable. AH I have to v^ifh is^ 
tHfitt ybur ^bfenc^ rfiay be fhort, and that 
jrou may return to us in health ahdrpirits.** 

" Th^nk you, my young friend,*' faid 
lie—*' the Wilh is like the fpeaker — be- 
nevolent and kind. 

Mrs. Barclay, at that moment entering 
the toom, put an iehd to the fubjeft, and 
Mr. LciihsLm perceiving tUe cW\fe i^- 
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ready at the door, begged to have the 
breakfaft haftened as much as pollible^ 
and the moment it was over rofe to de-> 
part. 

When he was gone, the parlour door 
was (hut, and Mrs. Barclay, who had been 
in an enormous buftle the whole morn- 
ing, was feated — 

** Well," cried (he, "the day's our 
own ; we have nobody to flay at home 
for, or to confult; fo let's agree where 
we fhall go to-night. — What fay you, Mifs 
Qary,*' addrefling Clarentine, *' to the 
playr . 

Clarentine flared at this unexpefled 
queftion,.and faid, (he was afraid, after 
the death of fo near a relation, it would 
be very improper for her to appear out of 
mourning > and at prefent^ (he had no- 
thing black to wear — 

" Pfhaw," exclaimed Mifs Barclay, 
*^ What's- that fignify ? Nobody will know 
youl'V 

-^* Very true/' replied Clarentine, mild- 
ly, «* but would there not be a want of 
decency in making the experiment ?" 

'* Lord, well— you can fend out for a 
yard or two of black tibbotv to ^ut upon 
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your hat; and that, with a white gown, 
will be quite mourning fiifficient, I'm 
fure. You don't wifh to look like a 
widow V* 

" No," faid Clarentine, " neither, to 
be very fincere with you, do I wilh to go 
out at all." 

*' And in return, to be equally fincere 
with y^Uj*^ faid Mifs Barclay, forcing a 
fmile, " I fancy, Lady-Fair, you have 
been a good deal accuftomed to have your' 
own way j hav Vt you ?" 

** No,*' anfwered Clarentine, " I have 
not indeed; and to the prejudice of an- 
other, forry (hould I be if 1 ever had. As 
this is a matter, however^ wl.ich intirely 
concerns myfelf, and it would give me 
great uneafinefs were my determination to 
influence yours ; fufFer me, this once, to 
be guided by my own feelings, and forbear 
to prefs-the fubjeft further." 

" Ob, certainly ! Only you will cx- 
cufe my faying, I think you rather odd F* 

*' Perhaps," returned Clarentine, good- 
humouredly, ** I might be tempted to fay 
the fame o( you^ if 1 knew how to put 
fuch an obfcrvation into very civil lan- 
guage.** 
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g equeftrian could be no other than^ 
lam in perfon. The conviaioii, how- 
f» g*ve her no fort of eagernefs to 
:c her appearance; but on the con- 
Y^ 0**4 fhe been affured, that by de- 
flie could have driven him from the 
ic without feeing him) would have in- 
:d her moft undoubtedly to have re- 
i^d where fhe was till fummoned down 
tinner; but this fhe feared it was 
jlcfs, vith fuch a man as Eltham, to 
i&i «^nd dreading his becoming too 

acquainted with the family, left he 
lid be perpetually at the door, flie 
' Hopped to deliver her letters to the 
I9 and then, however unwillingly, 
Eled her fteps towards the parlour. 
s fhe entered, and faw that it was in- 
I Eltham who waited for her, the re- 
sfiion of all that had palfed at their 

meeting recurring mofl forcibly to 
mind, died her checks with crimfon, 
utterlyrbereft her of either power or 
nation to fpe^k. 

ot fo, the intrepid Eltham. Con- 
IS he might feel, it is true, but far from 
aying it, he addrcffcd her with the fame 
nbanaffed gaiety he would Uaivei dow<i 

di>ytvcv^ 
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To this, Mifs Barclay, nbt c6in{)re- 
hending, perhapis, the full ^xt^nt of bet 
meaning, made no reply, and Ctarentine^ 
foon after, went up ftairg to write letters^ 
and to unpack iier trunks. 

Thefe occupations, quick and diligemt 
as (he was, employed her till near dinner 
time, when, at her own door, juft as fhc 
wa« going down to beg one of the fer- 
vants might be fent to the poft 'with her 
letters, flie was met by Mifs Barclay, out 
of breath with fpeed, who haftil-y called 
out— ' 

*' Lord, my dear creature ! there's one 
of the nloft faihionable, handfome young 
men below, enquiring for you, I ever ftw 
in my life ! '* 

" For me?" cried Clarentine, "and 
J>ray what is his name ?'* 

** Indeed," replied her rmperfeS, b^i 
enraptured informant, ^' I can't tell, for 
the maid blundered It out fo, it was itn- 
poffible to underftand her J however, he 
came on horfcb&ck, and upon t)ne of the 
fineft, fpirited animals you ever beheld. 
Do pray come doivn." 

So fayijig, fhe flew back herfelf, Icav- 
ing CJarentine fully perfuaded this daz* 
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zliDg equefttian could be no other than^ 
£Uham in perfon^ The convifiion^ how- 
ever, g^ve her no fort of cagemefs to 
make her appearance; but on the con« 
trary^ (h^cl (he been aflured, that by de- 
lay fhe could have driyen him from the 
houfe without feeing him) would have in- 
duced her moft undoubtedly to have re- 
mainje4 where fi^e was till fummoned down 
to dinner; but this (he feared it wag 
hopelefsy w,ith fuch a man as Eltham, to 
expe£l; and dreading his becoming too 
well acquainted with the family, left he 
Ihould be perpetually at the door, fhe 
only ftoppe4 to deliver her letters to the 
maid, and then, however unwillingly, 
direfted her fteps towards the parlour. 

As (he entered, and faw that it was in- 
deed Eltham who waited for her, the re- 
x:olle6tion of all that had pafled at their 
late meeting recurrip^ moft forcibly to 
her mind, died her cheeks with crimfon, 
and utterly* bereft her of either power or 
inclination to fpesik. 

Not fo, the intrepid Eliham. Con- 
fcious he might feel, it is true, but far from 
betraying it, he addrefled her with the fame 
unembarraffed gaiety he would, have dotve 
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during the firft period of their intimacy at 
Sidmouth; — rallied hep upon her gravity, 
and protefled the air of London, {hortas 
had been her refidence in its vicinity, 
had began already to exert its baleful in- 
fluence over her. 

** Lord, how fiiould it be otherwifc ?** 
cried Mifs Barclay: " She has beenfhut 
up all day in her own room — won't go 
any where even of an evening — and feems 
determined to mope herfelf to death !" 

** Alas ! my dear madam," cried Elthafh, 
in a tone of afFe6ied commiferation, " you 
will find her, I fear, a very untraftable 
creature ! I wifh you well through it; but 
as for me^ I would not undertake the 
management of her for -the world ! I 
never could gain any one point with her 

in my life!" 

*' Try, however,*' — refumed Mifs Bar- 
clay, *' we want her to go to the play so- 
night, and becaufe fhe has not got all her 
mourning ready for an old uncle whom 
Ihe hardly ever faw — fhe declares (he 
can't. Now do you think. Sir, that in a 
play-houf6, all among ftrangers, this could 
at all fignify ?" 

3 <« Ccr. 
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:'^< Certainly not,*' anfwered Eltham, 
gravely, " cei;tainly not ; but as I told 
you before, &e is utterly, impradicable, 
and therefore I believe it would be beft 
not to contend with her!' 

« Well, for my part," faid Mifs Bar- 
clay, flirugging her (boulders, and look- 
ing reproachfully towards Clarentine, ^' I 
would not be of fo uncomplying a tem- 
per for the world !" 

« Oh no !'* . cried Eltham : " With 
cv^ry other privilege that beauty can 
give,, be nobler than your fex, and never, 
never, dear madam, exert your power 
with the degree of inflexibility your proud 
friend has fhewn." 

*' As for that, matter," cried Mrs. Bar- 
clay, who fince Clarentine's entrance had 
hitherto fat filent, *' 1 don't know whether 
its her beauty, that has made her fo or 
not, but Lucy can fometimes be ftub- 
born and proud as well as her neigh* 
hours/ 

" Lord, mama, what a fpeech!" ex- 
claimed Mifs Lucy, reddening — 

" A miftaken one, I am perfuaded/' 
refumed Eltham; *' foftnef:5, and compla- 
cency are painted in Mifs Barclay's eyes; 
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evevy look fpeaka tendernefsj every mo- 
tion proclaims"?— 

«^ Lord, what rattle !'' interrupted Mils 
Barclays turning away with an air of confci- 
oufnefs, but at the fame time with a laugh, 
that ihewed her hy no means offended^ ^^ I 
never heard any body talk fo in my life." 

Whilft this agreeable converfation, or 
cather dialogue, Was paffing, the maid, 
unchecked by Mrs. Barclay, who was by 
fio means, ace uftomed to obferve the for- 
mality of retarding fo necefiary a bufinefs 
till her vifitor^ were gone, had very Ici- 
furely been laying the cloth, and^pre- 
paring every thing for dinner, yhich fhe 
now informed them was ready, and de- 
Cred to know whether flie might bring up? 
*' Oh yes," faid her miRrefs, " call the 
boys in, and bring it up direftly." 

Eltbam, upon this, dire6ling a very droll 
look at Clarentine, immediately arofe, 
took a refpe£lful leave of the whole party, 
and left the houfe. 

*^ I proteft,'' cried Mifs. Barclay, who 
the moment he was gone hadilown to the 
window to fee him mount his horfc, " it 
^as the rudeft thing to let him go juft as 

dinner 
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dinner was coining up, wkhout a(king him 
to ftay, that ever was dotie.'* 

" Rude or not rude," retuj-ned her 
mother, very compofedly taking her feat 
at table, " I coutd not invite him to eat 
hafhed mutton withus, and to-day we have 
nothing better**' 

** Well, I hope he'll come again, how- 
ever! — But now I think of it," turningto 
Clarentine, " pray what is his name ?" 
*' Eltham," anfwered Clarentine. 
*^ Eltham!" repeated Mifs Barclay, with 
an air of mingled furprife and figniB« 
cancy, ^* That's Mr. Eltham, is it? Oh, I 
have heard of him." 

" Why, what have you heard," cried 
ter mother, " Who is he ?" 

*^ He*s nephew to Lord Welwyn, and 
an old acquaintance of Mrs« Hertford's^ 
who has written to nie a great deal about 
him." 

« What, I fuppofe," cried Mrs. Bar- 
clay, laughing, *5 he's one of Mrs. Hert- 
ford's flirts ?'* 

*' Oh, no indeed,'* relumed the 
daughter^ with quicknefs, ^' he's flirting 
juft now with quite a different per ton.*' 
VOL. II. H ^ Thi$ 
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This fpeech, which it was impoffible 
Clarentine fhould mifunderftand, more 
efpecially as, at the moment it was uttered, 
Mifs Barclay glanced her eyes towards 
her with an expreffive fmile, provoked 
her extremely ; but fearing to bring on a 
long converfation upon the fubjeft, flie 
thought it bed: to let it pafs, and went on 
quietly with her dinner.. 

As foon as they rofe from table, the 
play fcheme having been entirely given 
up, they all walked oiit into the garden; 
where Clarentine, much pleafed with the 
ingenuoufnefs and good-humour of young 
Blandford, who attached himfelf clofely 
to her the whole way, and appeared to 
feel irrefiftibly drawn towards her by the 
fweetnefs of her countenance, and the 
gentlenefs of her npianners, remained con- 
verfing with him long after the two ladies 
went back to the houfe, and where Ihe 
would gladly have remained yet longer, 
but for the fummons that called her in to tea. 

Being determined not to give oflFence 
by betraying an over-anxious folicitude* 
to withdraw herfelf from fociety, Claren*- 
tine, as foon as candles were ordered, 
brought' down her work; and eftablifhed 
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herfclf in the parlour for the reft of the 
evening. 

This little proof of c'onde/cenjion^ as Mrs. 
Barclay, whofe expreffions were feldom 
exaftly fuited to the importance or infig* 
nificance of the fubjefts ftie talked upon, 
termed it, feemed very much to fbften 
that lady's heart in her favour, and to in- 
fpire her with a fentiment of infinitely 
more cordiality and kindnefs towards her 
than flie had yet felt. 

Clarentine fincerely rejoiced to per- 
ceive this change, and already difpofed, 
rough and unpolifhed as fhe was, ex- 
tremely to prefer the mother to the 
daughter, did every thing in her power 
ftill more to increafe this growing par- 
tiality.' She read to her, on finding fhe 
was diftreffed for a new maid, every ad- 
vertifement relative to fervants, that, the 
daily papers of the laft week contained ; 
heard all fhe had to fay concerning the 
difficulty of procuring domeflics that 
could be depended upon, with the moft 
exemplary patience ; agreed with her in 
lamenting the dearnefsof provifionjs; and 
in fhort, fo completely entered into all 
her family affliftions, that tV\ou^ ^^ 

H 2 tv^^xVJ 
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nearly talked herfelf to fleep, (he fecurely 
cftabliftied herfelf, as fhe had reafon to 
hope, in Mrs. Barclay's good graces. 

Meanwhile, Mifs Lucy, appearing to 
think this converfation infinitely beneath 
her, and fully perfuaded CUrentine had 
engaged in it folely for her own amufe- 
ment, had, for nobler entertainment, had 
recourfe to a book of little opera fongs, 
which fhe had fome time before bought 
at the play-hdufe door. Thefe flie fat 
negligently turning over, and humming to 
herfelf the whole evening; never, except 
it was to fix her eyes upon Clarentine 
with a look of contemptuous pity, or far- 
caflic furprife, defifting from her employ- 
ment a moment. 

With whatever folicitude fhe might 
afFeft not to perceive thefe airs, it will 
cafily be fuppofed, that, induflrioufly as 
they were perfevered in for near three 
^ hours, Clarentine could not fail to ob* 
ferve them. The only effeft, however, 
they had upon her mind, was that of lead- 
ing her fincerefy to compaffionate her mo- 
ther— a mother who, unentertaining and 
uncultivated as fhe might be, it was flill 

evident 
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icvident poffeffed many qualities that 
rendered her dcfeiving of a better 
daughter* 



CHAP. VL 



Three days had now elapfed fince the 
departure of Mr. Lenham, and Claren* 
tine, though in that time ibe had hourly 
gained ground in the good opinion of 
Mrs. Barclay, began mod impatiently to 
long for his return, when the following 
letter Crom himwas brought to her — 

MISS DELMINGTON. 

Somerfct- Hall, July a6* 

" My dear young Friend, 

" The intelligence I have lo announce 
to you, it was my wifh to communicate , 
in perfon, but the probable delays tlvat 
will pjotraft my return are fo numerous, 
that I cannot any longer — poffefling a fe- 
cref: which I think it will give your bene- 
volent heart pleafure to be infortived o^ — » 
permit myfclFto keep you in iguotax^ce* 
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^' Mr, Somerfet's will, you have al- 
ready heard, has b^en infpefted. It was 
drawn up, as is evident by the date, three 
years fmce, and excepting a few trifling 
legacies to fervants, contains nothing that 
docs not relate to his fon. In a codicil, 
however, which was added to it fo lately 
as within four days of hisdcceafe, is a de- 
claration Rating, that — ^' In confideration 
of Clarentine Delmington's near affinity 
to his late wife, the teftator gives and be- 
queaths, to the faid Clarentine Deloiing- 
ton, the fum of socxdL the capital of which 
is to he made over to her without limit 
or rcftriftion, on the day fhe comes of 
a^;;c; and in the interval between that pe- 
riod anvi iho'prcfent, to be conligned to 
ibo manaqcmont and truft of the Rev. 
Kv,\ncis l.cnham; whom, in conjundlion 
with his fon, William Somerfet, he ap- 
l\Mnts her guardian and iruftce. More- 
inor, ihnt from the dav of his deceafe, 

w 

tl;c annual inicrcil of the fame 5000!- 
amounting to 350K ihall be duly paid 
during her minoruy to the {-ime Clarentine 
Dclmington, out of his pcrfonal property 
^i^ the five per cents.*" 



^ ><^^>« 
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*' Now my excellent young friend, 
fufFer me to congratulate you upon this 
juft and equitable donation. To a mind 
dilinterefted, and liberal as I was long 
fince taught to believe yours, the value 
of fuch an acquilition, as it relates only 
to yourfelfj will be fmall, in comparifon 
to that it muft derive as relating to thofe 
itmay enable you to ferve; fince now, al- 
though not affluent, you are independent ; 
and with fufficient to fupply all your own 
reafonable wifhes, have fomethingto fpare 
towards the wants— the equ?illy reafon- 
able, and far more prefling, wants of 
others^ How many there are who might 
envy you this power! and how many more, 
I fear, who might ,envy the difpofition 
which I doubt not will lead you thus to 
c;xercife it ! . 

" But permit me before I conclude," in 
juftice to our abfent friend, your guardian 
now, and always your moft zealous well- 
wiflier, to acquaint you witlvan inftance 
of his early aft'eftion which^ perhaps, may 
not have come to your knowledge. 

'^ There was a period when he had 
reafon to apprehend — and indeed, till 
Utely, who had not ?— you m\%\vt. ^\.\C\^ 

• H 4 ^^5Jcv^\\% 
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father's deccafe be lefs favourably re- 
membered. Poor at that time himfelf, 
at leaft, comparatively fo; extremely 
young, and totally dependent, he had no 
means of fecuring you any immediate 
provifion : but his generous heart fur- 
nifhinghim with expedients for the future, 
although powerlefs at the moment, he 
formed the noble defign of binding him- 
felf, by the moft irrevocable engagement 
to enfure to you, on his coming into pof- 
feflion of his fortune, a fixed and certain 
competency. A promife to this etFcft I 
accordingly drew up for him, put into 
his hands to fign, and afterwards, at his 
own requeft, fubfcribcd myfelf. 

^« Upon the legality of fuch a deed, 
confidered as the aft of a minor, there 
was not, I acknowledge, much ftrefs to 
be laid : upon the fcrupulous confcier^- 
tioufnefs, however, with which he meant 
to ratify it, the firmeft dependence, I am 
perfuaded, was to be placed ;^ and there- 
fore complying with the earncft folicita- 
tions of the youthful projeftor, I fent it 
to Sir James Delmington, enclofed in a 
letter which fiatcd his motives for con- 
k figning it to his care, and the apprehen- 
^ ^ions that had urged \\\m vo di^.\« v^ u^- 



CLARZNTIM, I53 

** What became of this paper I know 
not, or whether it was ever mentioned zof 
you as being thought worthy of attention* 
At all events, it feemed incnmbent upon 
Hie to revive the memory of a circum- 
Aance which does fo much honour -to the 
heart of Somerfet — and which, without 
wounding your feelings, muft fo defer- 
V'edly excite your gratitude and fenfibilitye 

" Farewel, my amiable young ward,. 
I am impatient' to return to you, yet, at 
prefent, totally unable to decide whe» 
> that will be. Should you, therefore, have 
any motive for wifliing to write to me 
before the end of the enfuing week, dire6i 
to me here, and be affured of the punc-' 
tuality and readinefs with which I fhall at 
'all times be anxious to, execute your 
coinmand$^ 

** I remain 

" My dear Mifs Defmingtony 
f* With the moft affeftionatc regard, 
*' Your obedient, 

- " And devoted humble fervanr^ 

. • *«^F. Lenham." 

H 5 CX^J^tvUTv'^;; 



154 CLARENTIVIE. 

Clarentine had rapidly perufed this 
letter three feveral times before flic could 
perfuadc herfelf that what flie read was 
real. Thus fuddenly, thus unexpectedly 
to find herfelf in theabfolute pofleflion of 
a fortune which to her moderate and 
rational mind appeared fo ample, feemed 
too like enchantment to be believed !-— 
How was fhe ever to fpend it ? How 
create to herfelf new wants fufficient to 
render it of any ufc ? The point was not 
eafy to decide, fincc abfurd as' it would 
hitherto have appeared to her, for one in- 
ftant, to have indulged the improbable 
idea of ever becoming the uncontrouted 
miftrefs of fuch an income, (he had not 
one favourite plan to advert to, or one 
long-cherifhed fchemc, however viiionary 
it might before have feemed, which now 
fhewifhcd to realize. 

" This then being the cafe,'* cried flie, 
fmiling at the perplexed, and even vifible 
deliberation in which ftic had been en- 
gaged, " I mufl difclaim all title to the 
admiration which is the ufual reward of 
generojity^ and learn to be content with 
the more humble commendation that fol- 
^lows jujlice. In difpofing of my fuper- 
'^\ abundance 
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abundance towards the relief of thofe lefs 
bounteoufly provided for, I make no fa- 
crifice, can boafl: no merit, and re- 
nounce ho gratification. In reality I 
want nothing, at leaft, nothing which in 
my prefent circumftances a third part of 
the annual (lipend I am to receive will 
not abundantly fupply* Beyond that, 
^11 which I might diflipate would be un- 
neceffary* and almoft criminal. I have 
no fafliionable connexions ; no expenfive 
purfuits ; no extravagant habits : in what 
then, without torturing my brain to invent 
new modes of prodigality, in what could 
I (who have fo long been inured to fru- 
gality and retirement) fpend an income, 
which to me appears fo boundlefs and 
inexbauftible ?*' 

The refult -of thefc philofophical, but 
untutored reflexions was, that, without 
communicating her purpbfe to any one, 
except Mr. Lenham, whom flie thought it 
her duty upon all occafions to confult, 
fhe determined immediately to take upon 
herfelf the difcharge of the full fum Lady 
Delmington now paid for her board and 
lodging; and then, dividing the refidue 
of her whole year's allowance into two 

H 6 equal 
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equal portions, to appropriate the one, at 
Icaft during her prefent exigencies, to the 
ufe of Madame d'Arzcle; and to retain^ 
the other, dill more than fufficient to 
gratify every wifh fhc could form, for her 
own expenditure. 

Having decided upon a plan, which 
thus cfFeftually relieved her from the 
troublefome embarras desrichejfes in whicb 
fhe had fo fincercly dreaded to be in- 
volved, Clarcntinc, with a mind lightened 
of all i^ts new cares, and a countenance* 
more than ufually animated and glowing, 
defcendcd rather before the accuftomed 
hour at which the family was wont to af- 
femble to tea, and joined Mrs. Barclay 
amd her daughter in the garden. 

The vivacity that fparkled in Ker eyes, 
and the unreftraincd gaiety with which 
(he accofted them, excited Mifs Barclay's 
immediate attention ; and after flaring in- 
her face fome time with great curiofity, 
(he bluntly exclaimed — 

** Why, in the name of wonder, what's 
come to you this evening? I never faw 
you look fo lively and merry before. 
Have you had any good news ?*' 

** Yes/" 
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• ** Yes," replied Clarentine fmiling— » 
** I have had very good news." 

<' I am glad to hear it," cried Mrs Bar- 
clay, *^ I hope you will tell us what it is.*" 

To this, Clarentine,- not forefeeing the 
ftrange c'onftruflion that might be put 
upon the uncommon chearfulnefs (he had 
betrayed, and naturally too open and 
undifguifed to have any predileftion for 
unneceflary myfteries and concealments,, 
readily confented, and in as few words as. 
poflible, frankly recapitulated the con- 
tents of Mr. Lenham's letter. When flie 
had concluded — 

*^ Upon my word," cried Mifs Barclay 
drily — '' I don't fo much wonder at your 
fprightlinefs now \ You have good fub- 
flantial reafons for it; and yet, I don't 
know how it is,, but I fhould have been 
tempted to imagine a young lady like you, 
whofe refinement and difintereftednefs has 
been fo much cried up, would have fhewn 
lefs rapture upon fuch a worldly occajion ! 
I am glad, however, to find there's not 
that difference between us I thought there 
was ; for to fpeak the truth, this is exaftly 
the way 1 fhould have received fuch in- 
telligence myfelf* 

« Ay, 
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*^ Ayi to be fure^" cried her mothery 
intending to efpoufe Clarentine's caufe^ 
*' you don't ' fuppofe Mifs Clary has not 
fpirit enough to be pleafed as much a« 
other people at fuch a lucky God-fend! 
For ray part, I give her joy on't with all 
ray foul; and heartily wi(h (he could do 
the fame by me !** 

A cordial burd of fclf-applaufe foU 
lowed this witty fpeech ; after which, Cla- 
rentine not chufing to enter upon her 
own vindication, very little more was 
faid that related to the fubjcfl^ and they 
all walked in to tea. 




CHAP. VII. 

CLAREN TINE, affurcd of being Irfs 
unfavourably interpreted by her friends 
at Dclmington than fhe had been by Mrs, 
and Mifs Barclay, wrote the next morn- 
ing a detail of the unexpc£ied communi- 
cation (he bad received from Mr. Len- 
ham^ and enclofed an extra6t from his 

own 
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own letter, as a confirmation that feemed 
indifpenfibly requifite of the wonderful, 
and fcarce credible tale, flie alTerted. 
To this letter, a very few days brought 

herananfwer,aboundingin congratulations 
the moft afFeftionate and cordial, not 
only from every individual of the family, 
but from Lady Julia, and her excellent' 
father alfo. As for the warm-hearted 
Sophia, Ihe feemed quite wild with joy— 
*f only," as (he confefled herfelf — «* the 
idea of Clarentine-s being doomed to live 
with fuch people as the Barclays dif- 
turbed her bey^ond meafure/' 

'^ I cannot bear your odious Mifs 
Lucy," fhe added — " and can hardly 
perfuade myfelf even to think with Chrif- 
tian charity of her mama. You fpeak 
very cautioufly . about them — yet I can 
plainly perceive they are the mojl con- 
tracted, narrow-minded, vulgar animals^ 
that ever were created! How is it poffible 
fuch a poliflied, amiable man as Mr. Len« 
ham, can endure fuch creatures in. his 
houfe ?— Quit them, for fhame ! and come 
and live with your charming Madame 
d'Arzele again. Indeed, indeed thefe 

1 ^ people 
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people are not fit fociety for my Clarcrr- 

tine. . ' 

« 

" As for Mr. Eltham, who you tell me 
has» already introduced himfelf at your 
houfe, I fufpeft he will have fome very 
entertaining dialogues with Mifs Lucy! 
She promifes fair to become an admirable 
butt for him. Pray fend me a minute ac- 
count of his behaviour to her ; do all you 
can to perfuade her to fall in love with 
him; and then, if you defire efFeftttally to 
get rid of him, betray her to mama, and 
council the good lady to prohibit his 
vifits ! You will laugh at this advice per- 
haps, but I can aP/ure you, I (hould fol- 
low it myfelf very exaftly, in the fame 
circumftances, 

" But apropaS'^I fcarcely know Je quoi 
though, but that is no matter; let me in- 
form you of that dear, delightful Lord 
Wclwyn's enchanting plan for his daugh- ' 
ter next fpring. He- means to take her 
to town for three months, in order to have 
her prefcnted, and likewife in order to 
inure her a little to the buftle and con:* 
fufion of the great world, previous to her 
fftarriage. During the firft month or fix 
V^ecks ©f their refidence in London, Har- 
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rict, en droit ^aineffe^ is invited to be with 
them ; after which, niy turn is to arrive, 
and I am to join their party till their re- 
turn to thii place in May. Lady Julia's 
pretty mouth dimples at this profpeft, 
when talking 4f it with me : but at other 
times, if (he'fits and thinks ofitafonc, 
her timid heart finks with terror at the 
idea of a fcene fo new, an introduftion 
fo formidable, and a manner of living fo 
bufy and fo perturbed. Not fo your en- 
raptured Sophia. Having no prefenta- 
tions to fear (thanks to my obfcurity, and 
thanks alfo to xkat rural ftylc of life I feem 
deftined to lead) all I look forward to is 
amufement,' and all I anticipate is plea* 
fure. Here^ thefc are things I never panted 
to obtain, becaufe I very well knew they 
were not to be obtained; hyxt tbere^ as 
both are acceflible, I am fully determined 
both fhall be' enjoyed I And fo, farewel 
my beloved Clarentine, farewel till next 
April." 

Thus concluded this gay and charafte- 
riftic letter. It put Clarentine into fpi- 
rits for the d^y, and infpired her with fo 
much joy on account of the happy pro* 
fpeQ; it held out for the fpring, that her 

delight 



l62 CLARENTINE* 

delight upon the occafion was fearcelf 
inferior to that of Sophia herfelf. 

After an abfence of near three weeks, 
Mr. Lenham at length returned. Cla- 
rentinc welcomed him on his arrival with 
the trued fatisfa£lion ; and impatient to 
make known to him, and to obtain bi» 
fan£lion of her projcfled defigns, fcized 
the firtt opportunity, when they were by 
thcmfelves, of fpeaking to^him upon the 
fubjeQ. 

To her intended donation annually to 
Madame d'Arzele, the nearn^fs and dear* 
nefs of that lady's relationfhip to berf^ 
and the diilrelTed (late of her afiual cir* 
cumftanccs, forbade his making any op« 
pofition; on the contrary, he applauded 
her purpofe with warmth, and afTured her 
he entertained not the lead doubt of its 
meeting with the readied concurrence 
from Captain Somerfct. 

With regard, however, to her payment 
of himfelf, during her refidence at^his 
houfe, he declined faying any thing, leav- 
ing her to fettle the matter in whatever 
way fhe chofe with Lady Delmington 
hcrfclf. 

Thus 
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Thus authorifed, Clarentine loft no time 
in farther confideration, but arming her- 
felf with xourage for the arduous under- 
taking, immediately retired to her own 
room for the purpofc of writing to Ma- 
dame d'Arzele. 

Her letter, though fliort, was at once 
perfuafive, earneft,and aft'edionate : every 
motive flie could urge in favour of her 
propofal was ftrongiy dwelt upon, and 
forcibly pointed out. £loquent, yet timid; 
animated, jret refpeQful,- by turns fhe rea- 
ibned, and fhe fued, till argument itfelf 
was exhaufted, and fupplication could 
reach ao further. 

... Enclofed in this letter, was a bill for 
a5KdeduiQed from the firft quarterly pay- 
mem fhe had received from Mr. Lenham ; 
an equal fum remained for her own ufe ; 
and the reft, ftie determined to lay apart 
towards the difcharge of the yearly pen- 
fion Lady Delmington had agreed to pay 
for her. 

Her next bufinefs was, to inform that 
lady herfelf of her decifion. This, though 
by no means fo difficult a talk as the for- 
mer, was oncj however, that ftill required 
the Utmoft delicacy and circumfpeQion. 
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Proudly, or ungracioufly, after all the ' 
obligations (he had received, .to have re- 
jefted any further fervices the inftaiH her 
dependence was at an end, would have 
evinced a degree of felfifhnefs'and ingra- 
titude, of which Clarentine could not 
bear to be thought capable. Her letter, 
therefore, though plain and candid, .was 
more humble and more diffident than 
any (he had ever written before. 

By return of poft fhe received the two 
anfwers (he fo ardently defired. 

The firft fhe opened, that of Madame 
* d'Arzele, afFefted her fo deeply before fhe 
had proceeded half through it, that fhe had 
fcarce power to read to its conclufion. 
The impaffioned gratitude and fenfibility 
it exprefled; the kind and flattering ac- 
ceptation it contained ; and above all, the 
tender acknowledgments with which it 
abounded on behalf of the helplefs babes, 
to whom fuch a grant .afforded certain 
maintenance and fupport, delighted at 
'once, and diftreffed the feeling Clarentine 
almoft to an equal degree ! More than 
ever, however, did fhe congratulate her- 
felf upon the difpenfation (he had made> 

aad 
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and more than ever prize the power Ihe 
had acquired. 

Lady Dclmington wrote with lefs en- 
thufiafm, it will be believed, but fcarceljr 
with lefs affeftion. She agreed to her 
niece's propofal as to a thing it would be 
indelicate to oppofe ; yet at the fame 
time rallied her with a confiderable de- 
gree of archnefs upon the promptitude 
with with which fhe had thought it ne- 
ceflary to announce her determination, and 
good-humouredly cautioned her againft 
adding one more, to the too-ample lift that 
already dxifted o^ proud Delmingtons. 

Clarentine, though flie could fcarcely 
belp laughing, was yet forry to have ap- 
peared, even in jeft, to require fuch a . 
warning. S!he flattered herfelf, however, 
that when Ihe wrote again fhe fliould be 
able to prove how little it was ncceffary ; 
and meanwhile, discarding from her mind 
all refledions that could excite uneafi- 
nefs, gave herfelf up withouit referve to 
the pleafurq^ that refulted from the coh- 
fcioufnefs jof having benefited thofe (he 
loved, and performed her own part with, 
reftitudc. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Six weeks had now nearly elapfed fince 
Clarentine's arrival at Hampftead, and 
except Eltham, who, in that time had 
repeatedly called, and Mrs. Denbigh, 
who, fince the return of Mr. Lenham> 
often drank tea at the houfe, flie had 
fcarcely feen one individual who did not 
immediately belong to the family, or ven- 
tured beyond the limits of the garden, 
or the fmall field that adjoined to it. 

One -evening, however, being left, at 
the end of that period, tete'-a-tete with 
Mifs Barclay, whofe mother was gone to 
London upon bufinefs with Mr. Lenham, 
flie confented at that young lady's pfefling 
folicitation to accompany her on a more 
diftant ramble. 

The evening was fo fine, and, when it 
contained no company, Mifs jSarclay's 
averfion to the houfe was fo great, that 
nighi was coming on rapidly before Cla- 
rentine could perfuade her to turn back; 
and confequently when they arrived at 
their own door it was already completely 
" k.. 

Rejoiced, 
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Rejoiced, however, to have reached 
home at all, Clarentine, after fhe entered^ 
flaid not to reproach her adventurous 
companion for her imprudence, but quit- 
ting her at the bottom of the flairs, turned 
fhort into the parlour to look whether' 
any letters had been brought for her 
during her abfence. 

As fhe opened the door, and was. 
haflily advancing without any other light 
than that which a glimmering fire afford- 
ed, the tall figure of a man flanding up 
immediately oppofite to her with his back 
to the chimney-, flartled her fo much, 
that fhe was half tempted to run out 
again. Hearing ofte of the maids, how- 
ever, in the paffage, fhe called to her, 
and with as little appearance of alarm as 
fhe could, faid, in a low voice— 

^ Is this gentleman waiting for your 
mafler r 

" Yes Mifsr— -he came in jufl before 
you/' 

Somewhat re-afTured on finding he had 
gained legal admiffion^ fhe then ordered 
candles, intending the moment they were 
brought to quit the room^ and rejoin 

Mifs Barclay. 

• Meanwhile, 
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. The totai filence that had preceded 
this mutual furvey was now but of fliort 
duration. Clarentine, agitated, and al- 
moft breathiefs, broke it firft; and irre- 
folutely advancing, faid in an eager and 
tremulous accent, whilft her eyes were in- 
tently ri vetted on his face— 

" Do I deceive -myfelf ? Can this be 
real ? Are you indeed Capt. Somerfet ?" 

Somerfet (for it was he himfelf ) allowed 
her time to fay no more. Struck by the 
carneft tone of her voice, and the touch- 
ing fenGbility that was evidentin her coun- 
tenance, his warm and afFefiionate heart 
fprung forth to meet her, and told him, at 
once, file could be^no other than the 
dear, the pitied, and ever lovely orphan, 
whom he had parted from almoft a child, 
and now beheld in ftature and in form, - 
a finifhed, graceful woman. 

*' My Clarentine !" cried he , flying to- 
Vr'ards her, and taking her hand, " my 
<ieareft Clarentine ! How little was I pre- 
pared for the pleafure of meeting you 
HcjrelDo you live with Mr. Lepham? 
ave you been long in town? Tell me, 
11 me every thing that relates to your- 
If, and every thing which you rcva^ xe^- 
VOL. II. J foxviJoVj 
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Tonably fuppofe, a wanderer fuch as I 
have been, muft wifli to know, and feci 
interefted in hearing!" 

" I will/' cried Clarentine, fmiling at 
his eagernefs, " I will moft readily : but 
at leaft fit down to hear my tale; for Cnce 
you alk fo much at once, you cannot 
expeft me to be very brief." 

The entrance of the maid prevented 
her faying any more, and checked for a 
time the enquiries which Somerfet was 
fo anxious to pour forth. His eyes, how- 
ever, during that interval, fpoke moft ex- 
preffively, and as he again delightedly 
regarded her with looks of admiration and 
furprife, plainly indicated all the pleafure. 
he felt, and all the friend (hip he retained. 

When once more they were left, by 
themfelves, hefitating a moment, arid half- 
fmiling, he faid, " The longer I fee you, 
the lefs I know how to renounce my an- 
cient privileges j and yet, I ought not 
now to addrefs you thus familiarly, to 
call you, as in former times, my Clarentine^ 
and to treat you with this uncourtly plain- 
ncfs. Can you, in confideration of what 
I am, a blunt, unpolifhed failor, can you 

pardon 
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pardon fo glaring a folecifm in good man- 
ners ?'* 

" Would I could as eafily pardon,'* re- 
plied Clarcntine, a little reproachfully, 
" your long filence, and your breach of 
promife!'* 

Somerfet's gaiety vaniflied in a mo- 
jnent — 

" Is this," cried he, earneftly, "a juft 
reproach ? No, believe me — frequently 
and conftantly did I write, not only 
during my late Weft- India ftation, but 
alfo while yet cruizing in the Mediterra- 
^ nean ; to fome of the earlieft of thefe let- 
ters I even received anfwers, but to all 
thofe ot later date you have invariably re- 
mained filent.'* 

Clarentine at the concluiion of this 
fpecch looked a little confcious, and ap- 
peared at a lofs what defence to make for 
herfelf. The fa£l was, that not having 
received, fince he quitted the Mediterra- 
. nean, any one of the letters he had 
written, fhe had grown weary of keeping 
up fo languid a correfpondence, and had 
wholly difcontinued writing herfelf. This, 
after fome hefitation, (he honeftly con-^ 
feffcd; and peace being iWtv x^^o\^^> 
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Sofnerfet eameffly befbagkt her to gra- 
tify the anxious curiofity he had to know 
what caufe bad detennined her to quit 
her former reiideace. 

Though infinitely arerfe to entering 
fully upon this fubjed, ajid fearful of 
drawing upon herfelf the imputation of 
vanity and conceit, Clarentine fo far con- 
4quercd her reluSancc, however, as to 
fpeak of it, after the firft moment, with 
all d^at candour and opennefs which So- 
meriet*s long friendQiip for her, his near 
relaiionfliip, and the intereft he took in 
her affairs, entitled him, fhq thought, to 
expect. Throwing off all difguife, there- 
fore, fhe frankly acknowledged that to 
Sir Edgar's imprudent attachment was 
alone to be attributed her late removal, 
and her prefent fituation. 

This confcfTion naturally led to the 
mention of Lad/ Julia, whofe engage* 
mcnt Ihe fpoke of with the fame fincerity, 
M well as of the obligation (he had thought 
kt^rfelf under « on account of the confi- 
4«lic« dnd kindncfs with which her Lady- 
Alt^ h^d Mwtys honoured her, to reprefs 
•My Ko^ Sir Edi^^r might have con- 
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•* Of perfidy towards a friend for whom 
I entertained fo much affeftion, and wha 
in herfelf was fo amiable, I may venture 
to affirm,'* continued Clarentine, ** I 
ifaould have been utterly incapable, cverv 
had my love for Sir Edgar been of a na- 
ture lefs fifterly than it was. *Npt for one 
moment, therefore, did I harbour the 
deteftable idea — form the flighteft wifh of 
fupplanting her ; neither fhould I have 
been weak enough, if I had^ to imagine 
fuch an attempt could ever have been 
fanflioned by his mother. Deftined con- 
fequently, if / remained in the fame 
houfe, to become an objeQ of continual 
fufpicion — to (hun Sir Edgar afliduoufly 
—to diffemble with Lady Julia, and in 
return perhaps to excite only diftruft, I 
now began to think, however I might la- 
ment it at firft, that the temporary baniflr* 
ment to which I have been configncd, 
was the happieft thing that could have be- 
fallen me. Sir Edgar alfo, I am now 
perfuaded, thinks fo himfelf. He has 
implicitly fubmitted to the wiflies of his 
family, and ratified every promife that had 
been made for him." 

I 3 ^^T^xw 
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** Ten^thoufand thanks, my charming 
friend,*' cried Somerfet, when flie paufed, 
** ten ihoufand thanks for this ingenuous 
recital. The noble fincerity that fo early 
diftinguifhed you-^that fo early excited 
iheefteem and confidence of ell who knew 
you, time, I perceive, has had no power 
to diminiih. You are fall the fame\)peii, 
unreferved, and generous Clarentrnc I 
ever found you !" 

" I fufpeft by the warmth of this eulo* 
gium," replied Clarentine, fmiling, *« you. 
impute greater merit to me upon the pre- 
fent occafion than I really deferve* Had 
my heart been as much a fufferer in this 
bufinefs as my pride^ my frank nefs to you 
might indeed have claimed forae admira- 
tion ; but th^t not being the cafe, I had 
nothing more to overcome than a momen- 
tary fenfation of embarraffment, the natu- 
ral confequcnce of being the heroine > 
and what is worfe, the heroine in difgrace^^ 
of my own tale. Let us now, however,'* 
added ihe, " talk of fomething elfe. 
How lo.ng have you been in England ?'* 

*' A very Ihort time," anfwered Somer- 
fet. 

He 
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He then proceeded to inform her of 
the dreadful ihock he had received, on 
his arrival in Northamptonfliire, whither 
he haftened the inftant lie landed, in total 
ignorance of the melancholy event that 
had recently taken place. Unprepared as 
he was for fuch intelligence — difpirited 
and completely overpowered by it, he 
had for fome days no courage to think, of 
Vriting, or even to attempt moving from 
the gloomy and uninhabited manfioo ta 
which, with fuch far different hopes, he 
had fo eagorly repaired. 

Becoming impatient, however, to lear^i 
fome tidings of his friends in London, 
but more particularly of the revered and 
venerable Mr. Lenham, he had made an 
effort at length to fhakc off the liftlefsnefs 
and depreffion that had hitherto retained 
him in inaftivity, and determined to fet 
out and nvake thofe enquiries in perfon. 
In London he had feen only the old do- 
meftic who ftill refided in his father's 
houfe ; and from him obtaining no fatis- 
faftory information, had proceeded for- 
ward almoft witJiout flopping till he 
reached Hampftead. 

I 4 XV^v^ 



1^6 CtAREKTINI. 

' This little narrative was fcarcely con- 
cluded, before Mr. Lenham returned. , 

Clarentine wimcRcd the firll meeting 
of that excellent nian and his youthful 
friend, with the moft fympathizing emo- 
tions of delight and joy. They remained, 
bowerer^ but a (hort time below, a^ the 
preicnce of Mr^.and Mif& Barclay^ who 
foon after entered the room, feemed to 
feprefs the mutual overflowings of their 
hearts, and titterly to prevent their en*' 
gaging in any confidential difcouriic. 

When therefore they had retired u> 
Mr. Lenham's ftudy, and Clarentine was 
left with the two ladies, Mifs Barclay, 
with an eagernefs it was by no means eafy 
lo account for, aflied how long Somerfet 
had been arrived ? where he intended to 
rclide ? what flay it was probable he 
would make in England ?- and fo many 
other quedions of the lame nature, that 
Clarentine, unprepared for fuch an exa- 
mination, at length attempted to check 
it, by faying—- 

^^ I am not yet acquainted with half 
theCe, particulars, my dear Mifs Barclay, 
and therefore cannot poflibly reply to 
jiicm, but tell me, whence this extreme 

fo\\cvU3jde 



CLAR£NTIK£. I77 

foHcitude conceniing Captain Somcrfet? 
Did you ever fee him before ?'* 

" Yes, very often — atnd yet, it is not 
for myfelf I afk all this. I was defired 

by—" 

She ftopped, and colouring violently^ 
prefently added — *' In fhort, I have rca- 
fons for wiihing to know as much as I can 
about him. \f you don't chufe, however, 
to'give me any information, I fhall en* 
deavour to find outthofe that will." 

'^ Why, what is all tbisfufs and fecrecy 
about ?" enquired her mother, a little 
angrily — " I fhould be glad to know, 
Lucy, what Capt. Somerfet can be to 
you !'• 

** Lord, mama!" exclaimed Mifs Lucy 
peevifhly, " how fliould you underftand 
any thing about the matter ?j— I fuppofe I 
may afk a common queftion or two with- 
out being called to account for it like a 
child !" 

And fo faying, ihe indignantly flung 
out of the room, throwing the door after 
her with fuch violence, that fhe made 
cv^ry window in the houfe rattle in its 
frame. 

I 5 ♦« Lord 
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*' Lord help us, what a girl it is !'* cried 
her mother, as foon as fhe was gone — 
'* there's no fpeaking a word to her with- 
out putting her in a pet ! I dare fay, 
however, I have guelfed pretty nearly 
what it is, Mifs Clary, that makes her fo 
curious about your coufin.* She's a fool 
for her pains, and had much better be 
minding her own affairs, than trying to 
play other people's cards for them." 

Clarentipe was totally unable to conl- 
prehend this hint, and but little inclined 
to-feek its explanation. She therefore 
fufFered it to pafs without any comment, 
and Mrs. Barclay, the next minute, began 
talking of other things. 

At fupper the two gentlemen made their 
appearance again, and Mifs Barclay hear- 
ing them go down, fmoothed her frown- 
ing brow, and tripped lightly after them. 
She featcd herfelf oppofite Somerfet, and 
devoted her whole attention to him; fre- 
quently fixing her large dark eyes upon 
his face with an earncllnefs and perfeve- 
rance, that no lefs aftonifhed CLarentine, 
than it evidently offended Mr. Lenham. 
- As for Somerfet himfelf, it was fome time 
before he obferved her: but when he did, 

regarding 
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regarding her in return with nearly equal 
curiofity, he fuddenly addreffed her as 
a perfpn he had that moment recollefted, 
and faid — 

'' I think I have had the honour of fee- 
ing you Tomewhere elfe, Madam, Were 
you not wiih Mifs Compton at Mrs. 
Caftletbn's near Portfmouih, juft before 
my laft embarkation but one ?" 

Mifs Barclay anfwered in the affirmitive, 
adding, " Mifs Compton is Mrs, Hert- 
ford now. She married foon after you 
failed." 

" I hope," refumcd Somerfet, «^ (he is 
well." 

'' I have not feen her very lately," — 
replied' Mifs Barclay — ** But as I under- 
ftand (he is now in town for a (hort time, 
1 hope to have that pleafure to-morrow." 

Somerfet's enquiries, after this, pro- 
ceeded no further : but Mifs Barclay 
evidently wiftiing to dwell upon the fub- 
jed, entered into a minute detail of every 
thing that had befallen her friend fincc 
her marriage; and concluded by lament- 
ing, in very ftrong terms, the unfortunate 
dependence^ and pecuniary embarraff- 

I 6 ments 
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ments to which fo lovely and accom** 
pli(hed a woman found herfelf reduced. 

SoTnerfet appeared to concur in thii 
opinion very fincerely. He immediately 
wrote down Mrs, Hertford's dire£lion| 
and declared his intention of calling upon 
her the next morning. 

This little dialogue, though it feemed 
not to ftrike any one clfe, furprizedCIa^ 
rentine^extremely. In Mrs. Hertford flie 
appeared fated to difcovcr, accidentally 
and by degrees, a woman, who though 
Mfarly a ftranger to herfelf, was intimately 
known to every acquaintance or friend 
ilie had, and by each of them individually 
feemed to be held in a different degree 
of eftimation. Eltham, fhe had found, 
thought of her with contempt, and fpoke ' 
of her with derifion; Mifs Barclay never 
mentioned her but with the moft un- 
bounded praife and admiration; Mr. 
Lenharft appeared not to doubt the ref- 
peflability of her charaftcr, but, at the 
fame time, to know too little of her to re- 
gard her with any thing but indifference; 
Mts. Barclay had already betrayed that 
(he confidered her as a coquette; and 
laflly^ Somerfet^ uninfluenced by the par- 
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tiality of the -one, or the prejudices of the 
other, openly profefled to feel for her 
the utmoft compaflion, and to look upon 
her with the trueft eftcem. How were 
all thefe various opinions to be recon- 
ciled? Clarentine was loft in doubt atidf 
perplaxity. Left inclined, however, ta 
diftruft the favourable fentiments of So- 
merfet, than to fufpeft the judgment of 
Eltham, fhe once again, tnovt ftrongly 
than ever, was confirmed in the belief 
that he had injured Mrs. Hertford, and 
cauf^Iefsly led her to imbibe an errone- 
ous idea of her. 

Well acquainted with the early hours 
Mr, Lenham was accuftomed to keep, his 
confideraie gueft took leave foon after 
they rofe from 'table, promifing to repeat 
his vifit fome time in the courfe of the 
following day. 

Accordingly, the next evening, juft as 
Clarentine, who, though (he knew not 
why, had .been called down to tea fooner 
than ufual, was preparing to obey the 
fummon^, fhe faw hitn, from her clofet 
window, open the gate before 'the houfe, 
and walk up to the door/ They met at 
the foot of (he fiair9> Somerfet on hear- 



/ 
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ing her call to him having waited there 
till (he ran down; and after a fhort con- 
verfatipn entered the parlour together,— 
In addition to the ufual family party, they 
found, featcd next Mr. Lenham at the 
tea table, his friend Mrs. Denbigh. Cap- 
tain Somerfet knew that lady well^ and 
immediately battened forward to pay his 
refpefts to her; whilft Clarentine, inca- 
pable of attending to any thing elfe,ilood 
•for fome minutes petrified with amaze- 
ment, confidering the altered drefs and 
ftrange decorations of Mrs. and Mifs 
Barclay* who both* it was evident, were 
thus attired for foreign conqueft, and 
perhaps alfo for domcftic admiration. 

As foon as lea was over, and the two 
ladies did every thing in their power to 
hurry it as much as poffiblc, Mifs Barclay 
ftarted up, and calling her eyes towards 
the antique clock, which, from the chixn* 
ncy piece on which it ttood, had with 
undeviating regularity monotonoully 
chimed each revolving hour for more- 
than thirty years, eagerly called out to 
her mother — 

♦* Lord, mama, we fliall be mon- 
ftrous late; pray get your cloak and let's 
be off." 
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Young Blandford upon this addreffed 
himfelf to Mrs. Barclay, and faid — 

" ShaH I be allowed to go with you, 
ma^atn r" 

" I don't know, indeed, child ; you 
hav'n't got leave, have you?" 

" O yes," faid Mr. Lenham fmiling, 
" if you chufe to be troul)led with him, 
he has my full permiffion." 

4( Well then, good- by to you all," cried 
Mrs Barclay. "Good-by. Come along, 
Lucy, come.'* 

" O, but ftop,. mama," faid Mifs 
Lucy, " flop a minute; I forgot it till 
now : but Mr. Eltham," added fhe, 
" overtook me in Pall-Mall, jull as I 
was ftepping up to Mrs. Hertford's door, 
and gave me a thoufand meffages to de- 
liver to her; they are half gone out of 
my head, but I remember, however, they 
were ail exceflive civil, and (audibly 
whifpering, with affefted mylterioufnefs) 
exceflive tender I There, now, I have 
executed my commiflion— I'm ready.-— 
Come Blandford." 

Then follo\ved by her mother, in. as 
high fpirits as herfelf, away tripped this 
exad and pundilious lady. 

I Somerfet, 
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Somerfet, extremely amufed by their 
cagernefs, now aiked wbitber in fucb 
haite they were gone ? 

NIrs. Denbigh, with a flirug and an 
cmpbatical groan, anfwered-* 

" To Breflaw s, the Ccnjmarr* 

Clarcntine ftared; Somerfet laughed; 
and Mr. Lenham mildly faid — 

^* Xay, my dear madam, why fliould 
we dcl'pife thefe good people for feeking 
to divert themfelves their own way ? If 
dieir minds are incapaciuted for higher 
enjoyments, in God*s name, let them go 
to the Conjurers J^ 

'• Why truly,'* refumed Mrs. Denbigh, 
leifarely tapping the lid of her fnuff-box, 
** if by fome lucky flight of hand the 
cunning man could fuccced in twirling 
their brains round to the proper place, I 
ftiouid think their time could not be bcl* 
Icr fpcQt: but with all his ingenuity* I 
'^evcT heard friend BreOaw poffelied ilie 
reqoifitc abilities for fucb a tafk." 

•* Who knows," thought Somerfet, 
^hai friend Breflaw might atchieve if the 
^t9\n% were there 10 twirl !" 

Then addreffing Clarentine*- 

•• How comes it," faid he, toiling, 
not of this party ?" 
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*' I never heaid it had been planned," 
anfwered fhe, " till it would have been 
too late to have propofed joining it." 

^ O, Mifs Delmington, I underftand," 
faid Mrs. Denbigh, ** is deemed utterly 
unworthy of being made a partaker of 
thefe refined amufements ! Mrs. Barclay 
was not even permitted to mention her 
intention before her." 

At that moment a loud ring at the gate- 
bell was heard ; and whilft Mr. Lenham 
was endeavouring to conjefture who this 
onexpcfied vifitor might be, the maid 
entered, and, particfularly addrefling the 
intelligence to Clarentine^ announced 
Mr. Elthstm. 

Somerfet, inftantly recollefting the 
parting fpeech Mifs Barclay had uttered, 
turned his eyes towards Clarentine with 
an arch fmile^ and was beginning to rally 
her upon this vifit, when obferving het 
change colour, and look extremely dif- 
concerted", he checked himfelf in fome 
confternation, and dire£ted all his atten- 
tion towards the door, at which Eltham, 
the next minute, made his appearance. 

Bowing firft to Clarentine, as. to the 
perfon whom his vifit was principally de- 

I " figned 
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figned for, and then in a more general 
way lo the reft of the party, he drew a 
chair near her*s, and was upon the point 
of feating himfelf, when Mr. Lenham, 
who had at firft forgot that ceremony, but 
now recoUefted that as they might often 
meet it would be neceflary, begged leave 
to introduce him and Capt. Somerfet to- 
each other. 

Eltham, fiarting at the name, and look- 
ing to wards. Somerfet, who at the fam^ 
moment bowed to him, with the mod 
eager curiofity, made a grave inclination 
to him in return, and taking his place in 
total (ilence, aifumed an air of extreme 
referve, and fpoke not for a confiderable 
time, unlefs called upon by fome dir.e& 
enquiry. 

The firft quarter of an hour was de- 
voted, as is invariably the cafe among 
people who know but little of each others' 
habits and connexions, to animadvert- 
ing upon the heat or cold of the weather; 
the fulncfs or cmptinefs of the town; the 
duftinefs of the roads,* and other fuch en- 
livening topics! By degrees, however, 
the converfation took a more agreeable 
turn : Somerfet, who at firft had been too 

much 
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much ofFended by the cold haughtinefs of 
Ehham's manners to bear any part in it, 
animated by the example of Mr. Len- 
ham and Mrs. Denbigh, made an effort 
to conquer his ill-humour; and Eltham 
reviving likewife, and everywhere equally 
at his eafe, and equally unembarraffed, 
foon engaged them all three, either in 
earned fupport, or oppofitHm, of the wild 
opinions he advanced ; ainJ^t leaft, if he 
could not convince^ entertained', if he could 
not overpower^ perplexed them. 

Clarentine during this converfation fat 
at work, and wholly filent; but by no 
means inattentive. She was amufed by 
the fire and excentricity of Eltham ; 
charmed by the candour and patience of 
Mr. Lenham; furprized at the informa- 
tion and knowledge of Mrs. Denbigh; 
and interefted by the modefty, the good 
fenfe, and unaffuming gentlenefs of So- 
mcrfet. In him, though fhe^obferved not 
the fame boldnefs in maintaining extrava- 
gant fyftems, or the fame readinefs to 
ajferty and eagernefs to defend prepofter- 
ous chimeras that fhe difcovered in El- 
tham, flie perceived a clearnefs of judg- 
ment^ and a confiltency of principle, that 

weighed 
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weighed far more with her than al) th^ 
falfe glare of his antagonift, the brilliancy 
of his wit^ or the ingenuity of his argu- 
ments. 

This fpirited, but aniicable contention^ 
lafted till the return of Mrs. and Mifs 
Barclay, and their young companion* 
Eltham would then hare taken his Iqave^ 
but Mr. Lenham, naturally hofpitablc 
and polite, pr^fled him to ftay fupper; 
. and to this, without much importunity, ha 
confented. 

Meanwhile young ^landford, having 
feated himfelf next Clarcntine, was giv-< 
ing her, at her own requeft, a circum-' 
fiantial detail of all the wonders to which 
he bad been a witnefs* The fubjed foon 
drew the attention of Mrs. Barclay her* 
felf, who as much a child to the full as 
the juvenile narrator, hung over the back 
of his chair, affifted him in the recital 
whenever his memory failed, and ap- 
peared to enjoy nearly as much delight 
in repeating what fhe had feen, asfhe could 
have done had the whole been a£led again 
before fcer^ 

Their eagernefs and volubility at length 
excited the curiofity of Somerfet and EU 

tham^ 
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tham, who now became auditors in their 
turn, affeded to liften with the utmoflt 
aftonifhment to the many furprifing feats 
of dexterity that were recounted ; and fo 
-enchanted the two relators by their ear- 
neit attention, that had not a timely fum- 
mons to the fupper-table interrupted the 
flow of their eloquence^ Clarentine muft 
have defpaired of releafe till the whplc 
party broke up for the night. 

The coQverfation during their meal, 
though it was more difFufe and uncon- 
nefted than it had been in the early part 
of the evening, was fupported with good- 
fenfe by fome^ with good-humour hy all 
prefent; and when the hour of feparation 
drew near, every body appeared to think 
of it with relu6lance« 

At the moment of taking leave, Eltham 
perceiving that Clarentine flood at fome 
diftance from the reft of the company, 
took advantage of the general confufion, 
to approach, and addrefs her in a low 
voice — 

" r begin to like your Somerfet," laid 
he, " better than I expeded. He is ra- 
tional without being dulh, and the firft in 
whom I ever found united the plain frank- 

nefs 
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nefs of a failor, with the good-breeding 
and the polifli of a man of fafhion !" 

*' I am glad to find you fo well dif- 
pofed to do him juftice,'^ faid Clarpntine. 

" Ah, but remember," refumed El- 
4ham with quicknefs, *« remember upon 
what terms I do him this juftice; no longer 
than whilft he inviolably adheres to his 
pre fen t charafter of guardiatjy and of 
friend n' 

'' Then long, I believe," faid Claren- 
tine, fmiiing, " long indeed may he flat- 
ter himfelf he fhall retain your favour!*' 

" Are you fincere ?*' cried Eltham^ 
fteadfaftly regarding her, " are you really 
fincere in this opinion? You blufh ! * 
continued he, after a fhort filence. " Oh 
Clarentine ! you fpoke not as your wiflies, 
or your heart direfted !*' 

Clarentine afFefting to laugh, yet cru- 
elly confufed, turned away without an- 
fwering him, and walked up to Mr. L.cn- 
ham; whilft Eltham, rooted for fome mi- 
nutes to the fpot where fiie had left him, 
followed her reproachfully with his eyes; 
and then, hardly confcious of what he did, 
put on his hat, and ran abruptly out of the 
room. Somerfet foon after followed him, 
and ^Clarentine the next moment retired. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Somerset, unwilling to remove to 
any diftance from Hampftcad.. had now 
^ftablifhcd himfelf at his hoiife .in Clif- 
ford ftreet, for the winter, and fcarcely 
fufFered a day to pafs in the courfe of 
which he did not, either morning or even- 
ing, viGt his young ward. Attentive to 
the min^uteft circumftance that could con- 
duce to her domeftic couifort and conve- 
nience, and well knowing that her own 
would be the laft wants fhe would allow 
herfelf to fupply, he took the utmofl de- 
light in ornamenting and fitting up Tor her 
the favourite clofct he had heard her fo 
partially commemorate. Books, Draw- 
ingsj an excellent harp, purchafed in con- 
fequenee of having accidentally learnt 
from Ehham that fhe ufcd to perform 
upon that inftrument ; iti fhort, whatever 
fancy could devife, or wealth procure to 
make this little retreat worthy of the 
lovely poffcfTor, was profufely lavifhed 
upon it; and by. Clarentinc, fenfible of 
the generous pleafure he took in thus 
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feeking to promote her fatisfadion, grate- 
fully, yet fometimes half reproachfully, 
accepted. 

If (he walked out, he accompanied her; 
whilft ihe fat working or drawing, he read 
to her; whatever ihe exprefled the 
flighted wifh to learn, he fought the befit 
inftrufiors to teach her ; — and all this with 
fuch unprefuming delicacy, fuch a con- 
ftant dread of difgufting her by too great 
an. appearance of o£Ecioufnefs, that his 
affiduities far from opprefling, or laying 
her under the fmalleft reftraint, feemed 
but to wear the form of an affc£Uonate 
brother's kindnefs, and never leffened, or 
for one moment checked that gay and in- 
nocent familiarity with which flie had al- 
ways been accuftomed to treat him. He 
was her counfellor, guardian^ protedor, 
and friend all in one ; fhe loved him with 
with the moft artlefs tendernefs; ad- 
vifcd with and confided in him implicitly 
upon all occafions ; received every frelh 
mark of his attention with mingled pride 
and pleafure, as an additional proof of his 
approbation and good opinion; delighted 
in his fociciy, and Qever felt fo thoroughly 
elated' as when fhe could flatter herfelf 

with 
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wi^i the hope of having) by her cheer- 
fulnefsf and zealous endeavours to oblige 
him, contributed, in fome meafure, to 
bis happinefs from whom ihe derived fo 
large a portion of her $wfi. 

From a ftate of felicity thus pure^ andi 
thus ferene, (he was firft difturbed by the 
importunate attentions of Eltham, and 
the yet more, to her, irkfome and de- 
preffing vifits of Mrs» Hertford. This 
lady of late renewing more clofely than 
€ver her former intimacy with Mifs Bar- 
clay, and renewing likewife all her former 
inexplicable civility to Clarentine, had 
eftabliChed herfelf^for the remainder of the 
Autumn, in lodgings within a few doors 
of Mr. Lenham's, and might almoft be 
(aid to fpend her whole time at his houfe. 
She was accompliihed, animated, and at* 
traftive ; by the major part of the family, 
therefore, her fociety was confidcred as 
a moii valuable acquifition ; and by every 
gueft who met her there, (he was flattered 
and admired. Yet Clarentine, who, mild 
and placid as (he was, fupported with^pa-^ 
tient forbearance the pert familiarity of 
Mifs Barclay, Or the abrupt vulgarity o€ 

VOL* u« K, her 
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to the accomplilhment of fome benevo* 
lent defign. In company with Mrs. Den* 
high, who upon a longer acquaintance 
ihe found as much reafon to efteem as to 
admire, fhe vifitcd and relieved many of 
the (ick poor in the neighbourhood ; re- 
commended their children to the notice 
and protedion of Mr. Lenham; found 
work for fome of the young women who 
were willing to be employed; and dif- 
penfed with fo liberal a hand around her 
every bleffing which kindnefs, fympathy, 
and timely, though not profufe donations) 
can confer, that however anxious and dif- 
quietcd fh? might at intervals ftill feel, all 
real forrow was nearly forgotten, and in 
contemplating the few, but grateful happy 
fhe had made, fhe was fometimes more 
than half inclined to include herfelf in the 
number. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Hitherto Clarentine^ though fhe 
had now been at Mr. Lenbam's near four 
inonth$, had rarely been in London, and, 
except to Mrs. Denbigh, had never paid 
any' vifits whatever. She knew- not a 
fingle individual in town ; and Somerfet 
had always fo earneflly cautioned her not 
to aiccoiopany the Barclays to any of the 
inferior public*pliices to which they were 
perpetually relbrting, that (he had re« 
Iblutely declined ever being of their 
parties. 

One morning, however, towards the 
latter end of November, hearing that the 
two ladies were going to town upon what 
they called Jbopping hnfintfs^ and meant 
pofitively to return to dinner; wiChingto. 
feize that opportunity of making fome 
purchafes for herfelf, {he propofed, if it 
was not inconvenient, going with them. 

Somerfet, who was prefent when this ^ 
plan was agreed upon, very ftrenuoufly 
fought to obtain permifiion to attend her; 
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but this, Clarentine as ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed. Her prepofleffion againft Mrs. 
Hertford had for fome time paft began to 
give way to a fliglit degree of refentment 
againft Somerfet himfelf. She feared to 
•whifper it even to her own heart, and yet 
fhe could not but feel, that the attention 
he paid that lady; the pleafure he ap- 
peared to take in her converfation ; and 
the flattering admiration he avowed for 
faer, had excited in her- bread at fome 
moments an emotion fo nearly border- 
ing upon envy, and fo clofdy. allied to^ 
jcaloufy and anger, that there could be 
but one paffion, to which fuch fenfation^ 
were to be attributed — and that paffitm 
was love! Long had fhe moft clearly 
^ifcerned what were the defigns of Mrs. 
Hertford herfelf; and long had (he be* 
held with aftonifliment her artful and 
perfcvering endeavours to captivate and 
attach him. Floating between hope and' 
fear; confcious that her own heart was 
gone, and doubtful what would be the 
rcfult of her rival's fchemes, it had, how- 
ever, been but of late that (he had feri- 
oufly apprehended they would be fuc-' 
cefsful} every hour ivovj coxAxtaad her 
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m this opinion— cncreafed the evident 
triumph of Mrs. Hertford, who.feemed 
perfeftly to have penetrated her fecret 
fentiments, and a(<:ertained t^ie defeat of 
Somerfet. 

Had the woman, however, whom he 
bad thus fele6led, affliding to Clarentine 
as it mud ever have been to know he had 
felefled any, poflefTed a character more 
conformable to his own, and appeared ta 
her more deferving and more worthy, flic 
flattered herfelf, and not unjuftly, that 
file could have fubmitted to her difap-^ 
pointment with greater fortitude. The 
firft wifli of her heart was to fee him hap- 
py: but happy flic was too well per- 
ftiaded a- man like him — whofe difpofi- 
tion was all kindnefs and affeQion, and 
whofe attachments were all domeftic— « 
could never be with a woman who, like 
Mrs. Hertford, betrayed unconfcioufly a 
nature lb devoid of fenfibility, a heart fa 
{elfifli, and a mind fo devoted to diC- 
fipation. 

: Sometimes^ when filently obferving 
them as they walked or converfed toge- 
ther, Clarentine had fancied this idea 
leemed to ftrikc Somerfet Ute\ivfc. \5\^^ 

K 4 \>Uu^\^m^^NNa^ 
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bbndlfhments and her flattery appeared 
to fatigue him ; the coldeft gravity often 
overfpread his .countenance ; and glad of 
any relief, yet fcarce knowing what he 
did> be had eagerly feized on the mod 
frivolous pretences to cfcape from her, 
and with ftudied procraftination delayed 
rejoining her again. 

On thefe occafions, had fhe permitted 
ity Clarentine perceived he would gladly 
have taken refuge with her. She avoided 
him» however, moft affiduoufly; or if it 
any time accident threw her in his way 
when there was no third perfon prefent; 
behaved to him with a referve and for- 
mality, fo unlike her former confidential 
gaiety, that although he formed not the 
moft diftant conjefture of its caufe, he 
found himfelf involuntarily repulfed by 
her coidnefs, and obliged to defift from 
nil further importunity. 

Upon the prefent occurrence, . this 
^cwly-afTumed folemnity had fhewn itfelf 

ZV''''' L^^"" ^^^^^ ''^^^^^ ^^d Claren. 
Mrs H?rf 7 k"' ^'"^^ uttered before 
a look of f" V ^^ ^""" accompanied by 
tUin, ihat confouadcd no Icfs than it 
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4unazed him. He gazed at her for fome 
minutes, as if he doubted the evidence of 
hi$ own fenfes, and then after a long paufe^, 
attempting to take her band, faid<— 

^^ Mifs Delmington, I entreat, I con- 
jure you, though you have denied my 
firft requeft, at leaft grant me five minutes 
•converfation beifore you go !'* 

*' I caftnoti indeed,'* replied fhe— 
^< Mrs. Barclay, I believe? is ready, and 
it is iime we ihould fet outi** 

Therf turning to Mr«. Hertford, in 
vhofe eyes fhe beheld a gleam of mali- 
cious joy, that made her fhudder, fhe 
'fljghtly curtefied to her, and leaving 
them together^ haftened away. 

The moment fhe found herfelf at li- 
berty, her full heart burfting with con- 
tending paffions, fhe gave way to an 
agony of tears, and rufhed into the firft 
room that was open, to conceal her for- 
row and her weaknefs. Her face covered, 
and her aching head reding againft a 
chair, fhe was vainly endeavouring to 
iUfle ^e deep9 and but too-audible fobs 
that efcaped her, when, in a voice of the 
lenderefl compaifion, fhe heard herfelf 

K 5 lvij4Afc\\^ 
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fuddenly addreflfed by the amazed and 
benevolent Mr. Lenham — 

" My gentle Clarentine," cried he, 
taking her hand — " whence thisexcefs of 
grief? Who has been with you? Who is 

■ 

it that has thus cruelly difturbed you ?'*^ 
Clarentine, looking up, and deeply 
blufhing, replied with a melancholy fmile 
— ^^ The enemy who has done all this, 
my deareft Sir, is myfelf, it is my own 
folly I lament, and not either the un- 
kindnefs, or the cruelty of others." Then 
rifing and gently withdrawing her hand-^ 
" Excufe my giving you any further ex- 
planation" — added (he — " and forget, 
dear Mr. Lenham, if you can, that yon 
♦ever faw me thus unguardedly cxpofe 
myfelf." 

- So faying, without daring to wait till he 
fpoke to her again, (he left him, and ran 
up to her own room. 

In a fhort time, the voice of Mrs. Bar- 
clay, calling to her from the landing-place, 
once more compelled her to appear. She 
haftily put on her cloak, and after bathing 
her eyes, and ftanding fome minutes at 
the open window, hoping the air would 
c/yVper/c their rednefs, ihe armed herfelf 



CJ-A.RENTINE. . COJ 

^ith courage to meet Somerfet in cafe he 
came out to fee them depart, and walked 
quietly down ftairs. 

No Somerfet, however, appeared. Mrs*. 
Barclay was waiting for her alone at the 
door, and told her Lucy had changed her 
mind, and would not go — " So. as we 
have nobody to ftay for,** added fhe, *' let's 
be off." 

Accordingly they began their walk 
immediately ; Clarentine reviving as they 
proceeded, and in the confcioufnefs that 
her fecrct, tho' unbappily betrayed to 
Mrs. Hertford, was ftill utterly unknown 
to Somerfet, and (he hoped alfo, utterly 
unfufpeded' by Mr. Lenham, acquiring 
fortitude patiently to bear whatever other 
mortification might await her. 

At the firft (hop Mrs. Barclay flopped 
at, a few minutes after (he had entered it, 
Clarentine heard her very familiarly ac- 
cofted by a bold, fliewy-looking woman 
who followed them into it, and who, when 
the firft cordial falutations were over, in- 
formed her with high glee, that flie was 
juft fetting off to dine in the city at a 
friend's houfe where, in the evening, there 
was to be a grand cbrijiening'^ and v^\\e.x^ 

K 6 ^^ 
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(be expc£led to meet all the wcrld and bis 
wife! 

" Now,*' added fhe, " if you were 
good for any thing, Dame Barclay , you*d 
go along with me. You are quite froart 
enough, and they know you very well.'* 
Mrs. Barclay, always ready for any thing 
that could be called a frolic^ feemed fo 
willing to embrace this propofal, could 
fhe but devife fome means of acquainting 
Mr. Lenham where fhe was gone, that 
Clarentine very foon perceiving what 
would be her decifion, and dreading to be 
included in this party, now flepped for- 
ward, and faid— < 

^^ I can deliver to him, madam, any 
meffage you pleafe, if this gentleman,** 
turning to the mafter of the fhop, " will 
have the goodhcfs to permit one of bi$ 
people to call me a coach." 

" Lord, my dear," cried Mrs. Barclay^ 
** what fhould j^« go home for if I don't? 
They'll know I'm old enough to keep out 
of mifchief, and 1 dare fay will never be 
fuch fools as to trouble their heads about 
mc# As wc can't conveniently therefore 
get any body to carry them word, let's go 
2 without^ 
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Vithout, and try to get back the fooner 
for't in the evening/* 

To this, as far as related to herfelf, 
Clarentine moft warmly objeQed : but 
Mrs. Barclay, half affronted at her refift. 
ance, and totally regardlefs of her argu» 
ments, urged her fo vehcn^ently to com- 
ply, and fo nearly betrayed a difpofition 
to quarrel with her if fhe did not, that 
timid and fearful, a reluftant aflent was 
finally drawn from her, and a coach im- 
mediately fent for to convey them all 
three to Goodman's Fields. 

After a tedious ride through fome of 
the clofeft ftreets in London — ftreets 
which to Clarentine, who had all her life 
been ufed to breathe the pure air of the 
country, appeared fcarcely fit for human 
, habitation, they at length arrived at their 
place of deftination. What, however, was 
poor Mrs. Barclay's difappointment, when, 
on being fhewn up into the dining-room, 
the firft intelligence Ihc heard from the 
miflrefs of the houfe, who fccmed, in 
confequence, totally unprepared to receive 
company was, thaf her child bad been 
takciv ill, and the chrifteniiig was put off J 
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. «« Lord," cried Mrs. Watkins, the Ilady 
^ho had led the mortified Mrs. Barclay 
thither, " why did'n't you fend me word 
fo?" 

<* I did; a note went to your houfe 
by ten o'clock this morning." 

^ Ten o'clock ! Lord help you, I wa« 
drefled and out before that time." 
• *^ I am extremely forry it happened 
fo," refumed the lady, " but upon my 
word I could not fend fooner." 

" Well," cried MrsvWatkins, recover- 
ing from her firft confternation, ** if 
the worft comes to the worft, you, and 
this young lady, Dame Barclay, mull go 
home and dine with w^." 

*^ You are very good," faid Claren* 
tine^ " but we may yet get back to 
Hampftead in perfeQ: time, and that will 
be infinitely better on all accounts." 

" Lord blefs me, Mifs Clary," ex- 
claimed Mrs. Barclay, afFefling to laugh, 
yet evidently much difpleafed at her pre- 
fuming to anfwer for her, '^ you need not 
be fo impatient, for though Mr. Eltham 
did fay he'd call to-day. 111 lay my life 
he'll not fet out till evening, and there- 
fore 



fofe you may fafely dine in town without 
fearing to mifs him.*' 

-r w O, there's a fweet-heart in the cafe, 
is there ?" cried Mrs. Watkins, facetioufly^ 
** I don't fo much wonder then at the 
young lady's unwillingnefs." 

Extremely provoked at thefe fpeeches^ 
'Clarentine now determined to give up 
all interference, and quietly fo let Mrs', 
Barclay purfue her own courfe. She ac- 
cordingly followed the two ladies back 
into the coach, which fortunsitely had not 
yet been difmiiTed, and in paflive filencc 
heard them give orders to be driven to 
Long Acre, 

On there arrival there, Mrs. Watkins 
uChering them into a dark and comfort- 
•lefs back-parlour, in which were two or 
three noify, quarrelling children, left 
them, to give orders concerning dinner, 
' and to fee the cloth laid in the front room. 

" Well," cried Mrs. Barclay, as foon 
as flie was gone, " I've been led into a 
mighty fcrape indeed! It does'n't fignify, 
but to hb fure fhe richly deferv<es all the 
trouble flie'U have. I dare fay her cup^- 
board is empty enough ! Ten to one if 
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we get a fcrap of any thiag thefe twa 
hours." 

Clarentine thinking it vain ta remon- 
ftrate againft the indelicacy of accepiiing 
an invitation, "which muft neccflarily be 
attended with fo much inconvenience to 
the perfon by whom it was made* was 
fiknt for fome mmutei, and then began 
talking with one of the children, whom 
finding more intelligent than the reft, flie 
amufed herfelf with during the remainder 
of the time ttiey waited; whilft Mrs, Bar- 
clay, who perhaps had fcarcely^ looked 
into a book before fince fhe quitted 
fchool, took up an old magazine, and 
iat yawning over it till the dinner was an- 
nounced. 

The inftant they rofe from table, Mr^. 
fiarclay, by this time as much fickened 
oi her frolic as Clarentine had long beea 
before, looked at her watbh, and declared 
it was fo late they muft " make the beft of 
their way home dircftly." 

*' No, no, Dame Barclay," cried Mrs. 
Watkins, laughing, " not quite fo faft 
neither ! Do you know that to make, you 
amends for your balk in Goodman's FieldS) 

1 fcnt 
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I fent off a boy to Hampftead, before we 
fat dowh to dinner, to acquaint Mr« Len« 
ham that I Ihould keep you here this 
evening to go to the play with me ? Ayi 
and what's more," added Ihe, " you may 
ftay and take a bed here if you like/' 

Joy lighted up every feature in Mrs* 
Barclay's face at this mod welcome inteU 
ligence. As eager now to fet off for the 
theatre as fhe had the moment before been 
to return home, fhe allowed Mrs. Watkina 
no time to order tea : but like^ an impa« 
tient childjvprotefting {he could not ^< fet* 
tie to any thing," and had rather ^^ ftand 
at the play-houfe door till it was opened, 
than fit where flie was fidgetting and 
thinking about it an hour before*hand,*' 
ihe perfuaded that lady, though it was 
yet fcarcely more than five o'clock, to fet 
out with her immediately, and drew the 
wearied but unoppofing Clarentine, who 
was allowed no option, away with her. 

In any other party, or in any other 
ftate of mind, however, the profpeft of 
vifiting for i\icfirji time^ not only a Loih* 
don theatre, but a theatre of arrf kind— « 
for hitherto Clarentine had never been to 
% play in her lifc~would \xa\^ ^fex^tA. 
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her the livelieft pleafure. Niiy^ as it was^ 
the cheerful animal fpirits fo natural to 
her age and genuine charafter, 'were in- 
fcnfibly revived at the idea; and -though 
Icfs retllefs, and lefs perturbid than her 
buxom companion, (he was fcarcely lefs 
pleafed, and fcarcely lefs defirous of 
reaching the fcene of fo much expeOed 
felicity. 

, They had ^ot proceeded far, though 
Mrs. Barclay walked with a fwiftnefs that 
was ahnoft too much even for the light 
and aftive Clarentine, when, driving to* 
wards them with great rapidity, fhe per* 
ceived Mr. Eltham's carriage, and Eltham 
himfelf within it. She fhrunk behind her 
two conductors at this fight, hoping to 
efcape his notice; but Eltham's eyes, 
quick and difcerning, had caught a tran- 
fient view of her, and before fhe had time 
to congratulate herfelf upon her fancied 
efcape, the carriage fuddenly ftopped^ 
and he was at her elbow — 

'* My faif Clarentine!" cried he, with 
his accuftomed impetuofity, " by what 
fortunate chance have I the happinefs of 
meeting you ? Where at fuch an hour can 
yoix be going? and how is it," looking 
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earireftly at her, '* I behold you here 
\fi\\io\xl your Guardian ?*' 

Clarentine replying only to his firft en* 
quiries, anfwered — 

*' I came to town this morning upon 
fome bufinefs, and am now goin^to the 
play/' . .. 

' ** To the play ?" repeated Eltham, « I 
am very glad I know it, for I meant to 
have gone this evening to Hampftead,— • 
Are you not very early, however V 
- ** O, that's no matter;" faid Mrs. Bar^ 
clay, ** we Ihall get the better placea 
for't/' 

** And wJiere, madam,*' refumed El* 
Iham, *♦ may t be allowed to afk, do you 
mean to fit ?" ' 

** In the pit." anfwered (he— 
: Eltham upon this looked at Clarentine 
with an air that feemed to imply, ** and, 
Ao you fit there too ?" But Clarentine un* 
confcibus of his meaning, and perfeftly 
ignorant which was thebeft, or which the 
worft place in thp houfes remained filent, 
and walked tranquilly on.^ 
i In a few minutes, Eltham, who feemed 
to have been debating within himfelf how 
be fhould a6l, and whofe cain^%^ ^xxxvev^ 



tit CLAltENTINE. 

this time had flowly followed hinij beck- 
oned to his fervant^ and bidding bim go 
home, ordered him to tell the coachman 
likewife, he Ihould not want him again. 

Then flying after Clarentine, who, re* 
gardlefs of his ftopping, had herfelfpro* 
ceeded forward, and nearly reached the 
end of the ftreet. — ^* I intend myfelf the 
pleafure of going to the play with yoU|** 
cried he. 

<< Lord, Mr. Eltham,*" exclaimed Mr>f 
Barclay, " what ihould you go for? I 
dare fay you have not dined yet/* 

" My dear madam," cried ElthaflJi 

laughing, u jo you think I am a man of 

fo little tafte as not Infinttcly to prefci 

your company to the grofs pleafures of the 

" i think, at leaft," replied Mrs. Bar- 
<ilay drily, *« there is a certain perfon in 
the world whom you infinitely prefer to 
^^ry things though I a'n't fuch a fool as 

he ir ^^ ^^ ^^ 8^"^ injuftice,'* refumcd 

^hom co?i^^ ^xclufive attachment, upoa 
"""'^Q I better fix my choice ?" 

Thi« 
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This {peech was rather too ambiguous 
for Mrs. Barclay's powers of comprehend 
fion s file felt not its abfurdity, nor was 
pained by its ridicule; and therefore 
walked on without taking of it th^ fltghteft 
notice. 

They were now arrived at the play* 
houfe door, which though it yet, as had 
been Forefeefi, remained unopened, was al« 
ready crowded with eager expe£lants, im- 
patient to gain admiflion. Eltham caft an 
anxious look towards Clarentine as they 
advanced, and faw her turn pale at the 
fccne of confufion in which {he was about 
to be involved. She mechanically caught 
hold of his arm (which he had before 
vainly offered) and darting at every loud 
fliout flie Tieard, drawing fearfully back 
upon the arrival of every frefli party, and 
dreading to be entirely furrounded, very 
foon cortipletely loft fight not only of the 
dauntlefs Mrs. Barclay, but of her friend. 

Eltham, whom her terror concerned, 
though her reluftance to proceed de* 
lighted, moved as fhe moved, and re- 
treated as fhe retreated. His manly 
figure, his height, and commanding af- 
peft fecured her from the danger of btvtv^^ 



fpoken toy for no bncy feeing her fo pro- 
te£led, had the courage to attempt it; but 
AS fhe had now withdrawn from that part 
of the crowd where the anxiety and the 
throng was the greateft, ihe became an 
objeft of much attention to many of the 
idle lookers-on^ who without intending to 
go in, flood unconcerned fpeftators of 
the buftle, and whom on all fides Eltham 
heard remarking -;• " She's a devilifh 
pretty girl !" *^ How well flie puts on that 
lx>ok of timidity !" *' Ay, to, be fure, flie'a 
BO favourite with her companion !" — ^and 
many other fimilar obfervations, which 
provoked him fo much, that, earneftly ad- 
drefling her, he at length exclaimed — 

*' For heaven's fake, my deareft crea- 
ture, determine upon fomething, and 
either try once more to go forward, 
or fuffer me to fee you home; for here 
you are liable to nothing but infult and 
impertinence!" 

Startled by this remonftrance, and now 
for the firft time, perceiving the offenfivc 
curiofity fhe had excited, fhe endea- 
voured to gain more courage, and agreed 
to move on. The doors opened at the 
fame moment, and a general rufii imme- 
diately 
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ijiately enfuing, flie was inftantly enclofed 
on every fide, impelled irrefillibly foir 
jWard, and preffed, daggered, and over- 
|)owered to fo great a degree, that after 
vainly contending for fome time, in ago- 
nies unfpeakable with the fearful appro - 
henfions that feized her, flie loft all comr 
4nand over herfelf, and uttering a pierc^ 
ing fhriek, fell back without fenfe or mo- 
tion in Eltham's arms • 

To defcribe the confternation and diC- 
trefs with which he was filled at that mo- 
ment would be impoffible. Encompaffed 
by a fet of people, who, callous and un- 
moved, ftared with vacant fufprife, at 
bi« fpeechlefs burthen, and then pro- 
ceeded forw'ard in thoughtlefs indifference 
to her fate, it feemed to require almoft 
fupernatural ftrength to repel the torrent 
that oppreffed him, or to force himfelf a 
paifage through it. Rage, however, and 
indignation lent him vigour, and in de- 
fiance of every obftaele, fternly com- 
manding thofe about him to make way, 
terrifying fome by threats^ and fubduing 
others by entreaty, he at length accom- 
pliftied hi^ purpofe, and bore her fafely^ 

.1 iWv^ 



ihougli ftill inanimate^ to the firft (bop he 
found open. 

The compaflionate alSilance that was 
there afforded her, in a very fliort time 
brought her back to life and recolleftion. 
She fmiled gratefully upon Eltham for hit 
care and attention, and' thanking the wo- 
man of the (hop, who with much civility 
prcffed her to ftay till (he was more re- 
covered, declared perfedly able to gO| 
and begged to have a coach fent for, that 
Ihe might return home immediately. 

«« I think, indeed,*" faid Eltham, ^ that 
will be your beft plan ; but you ftill fcem 
too much hurried and difcompofed tore- 
move fo foon. Sit here a few minutei 
longer, and let mc before you enter the 
coach fee fomc degree of colour return 
to your cheeks, and fome of their ufual 
vivacity re animate your eyes. You are 
now by much too wan and ghoftly a 
figure to be truded beyond the reach of 
affi (lance. * 

Clarentinc wifhing to fend either a note 
or meflfage to Mrs. Watkins, to affure 
Mrs, Barclay, on her return from the 
play, of her fafcty, agreed to a few mi- 
nutes delay on that account, and writing 
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upon the back of a letter, as legibly as 
her yet unfteady hand would allow her, a 
few lines to that effed, fhe committed 
them to ihe care of the miftrefs of the 
fhop, who promifed they Ihould be fafely 
delivered. 

A boy belonging to the houfe was then 
difpatched for a coach, and Clarentine 
liearing it approach, arofe to go. 

£ltham, taking her* hand to kad her 
out, faid, ^^ I make no apology. Miff 
pelmington, for prefuiping to accompany 
you; ill as you have been, it is abfolutely 
fiecefiary you fiiould not go sjone. Nay," 
-continued he, obferving that with a look 
of extreme ferioufnefs, fhe was about to 
fpeak, *^ do not attempt to oppofe it^ for 
«pon,this occafion you will find me ^s ab-^ 
folute ^sy^tff/^^." 

He then made a paffing bow to the 
miftrefs of the fhop, and handing Claren* 
tine into the coach, jumped in after her, 
and direfted the coachman whither to 
drive. 

Clarentine obferving a profound filence 

for fome minutes after Ithey were feated^ 

Eltham, a little piqued, at length faid— 

VOL. II. L «< My 
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** My deareft Mifs Delmington, I f)er- 
ccive with concern, that upon the prefent, 
as upon every other occurrence, I have 
had the misfortune to difpleafe you. 
Why, however, fhould it be fo? Why 
cannot you confider me in a more friendly 
view? Have I fo totally fank myfclf in 
your good opinion, fo utterly forfeited all 
title to your confidence, that, at a mo- 
ment like this^-requiring protedion, yet 
alone, and unattended-— you fear to truft 
yourfelf with me ?" 

Clarentine afhamed and diftreffed, 
fcarcclv knew what anfwer to make to a 
fpeech fo ferious, and fo reproachful; 
flie ftammered out, however, a few words 
of fcarcely-intelligible acknowledgment; 
and then, feeking to change the fubjeft, 
faid— 

" How long will it be. Sir, before you 
go down to Welwyn park ? I underftood 
you meant to fpend there the greateft 
part of the Ihooting feafon ?" 

" I did ;" replied Elthara — " but mo- 
tives, which, if I dared, 1 would frankly 
acknowledge to you, have detained nxc 
in town. Are you very impatient, how- 
ever^ for my departure ?" 
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*« WoiHd an anfwer in the affirmative," 
alked Clarentine finiling) ^^ be remark- 
ably civil?" * , 

** Perhaps not: but from you I difpenfc 
with civility^ in favour of candour. Speak 
to me then, as you think, and honeftly 
fay, do you wi(h me to go ?" 

f* I really wifh you to do nothing but 
what mod fuits your own convenience. 
You cannot fuppofe, Mr. Eltham, I have 
any defire to take upon myfelf the direc- 
tion of your conduft !" — 

" A more^V/w/VfVtf/perfonage than you 
are," cried Eltham, " I fcarcely ever met 
with ? you feem to have made the art of 
prevarication your peculiar ftudy, and 
haye obtained a degree of proficiency in 
it, that does honour to your application ! * 
He then attempted to turn the con- 
verfation upon the fubjeQ. of Somerfet : 
but that was a point on which Clarentine 
was impenetrable indeed ! and on which 
her, anfwers were fo laconic and fo 
guarded, that Eltham, renewing his re- 
proaches, and proceeding fo far as even 
openly to accufe her of diflimulation, 
awakened in her a fpecies of indignation 
which drew from her a retort Co t^\\\v^^^ 

La ^w-^ 
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and (o fcverC) that, filcnced and oflFcnded 
in his turn, bne of t^ofe mataal and 
almoft fullen paufcs enfued, the confe 
quence, fo frequently, of his vehemence 
and impctuoiity. 

He was the firll, however, at length to 
fpcak— 

<^ Upon my honour,** faid he, in a tone 
which, though it proved him ftill a little 
iangry, was more good-humoured than 
Clarentine cxpeftcd, " I fincerely belieVe 
we were deftined to be, time immemorial^ 
liad no malign influence ^eppefd in be- 
tween us, a pair of true and veritable 
lovers! We quarrel with, we provoke 
.and affront each other with all the per- 
fcvcring ingenuity imaginable! Evciy 
perverfe praftice that lovers are faid to 
delight in, we likewife perpetually run 
into. All that is wanting to complete the 
rcfemblancc, arc the enchanting tranfi* 
tions from anger to forgivenefs — the de- 
licious reconciliatio7ts that ufually follow 
thcfc fhort-lived tcmpefts!*' 

" I fhould think very ill," faid Claren- 
tine, *' of a lover, who made it his ftudy 
wantonly to oJ}<nd^ merely to have the 
plealure of apfeafing me." 
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** Do you then/prefer the, lifelefs infi- 
pidity of an attachment compofed only of 
fioailes, and monotonous ferenity, to the 
animated and ever^varying tranfports of^ 
a- paffion, which fometimes breaks out 
into petulance and caprice^ then melts 
again into tendernefs and complacency?'* 

Clarentine with a fmile replied— 

.♦*• CalmneCs and ferenity, however w^- 
notwoks or injipid^ I fliould always prefer 
CO fuch tranfient. and unreafonable 
trai\fports/' 

** Ah, Clarentine I" exclaimed he, at 
moft iqvpluntariry feizing her hand, ^\ X 
9a,q^Qt, Ido not believe you ! The briU 
liancy, the fparkling intelligence of your. 
CK^9, tbp gipw of fenfibility diffufcd over 
yp^r ^bple cpuutenapce, convinces me itr 
is imppffibil^ a love fo cold, fo languid, 
^ould copf^itute the fple emotion of your- 
^eart! you were born to irifpire and tO' 
j^tfr/iV/^/^ in ientiments far more animated 
and ferveift!" 

Clarentine, extremely difgufted at the 
incorrigible freedom that led him per** 
petually to addrefs her in a ilrain fo flighty 
and improper — particularly, as that frjce- 
dom never fo offenliveiy dif^U^^d \\&.\i 
- L3 ^^ 
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as ^fihcn they were alone, and thereforf 
feemed to wear the afpefi of defign and 
premeditation — now faid very gravely — 

** Mr Eltham, I am unwilling to en- 
tertain fo very ill an opinion of you, as 
to fuppofe the continual uneafinefs you 
occafion me by fuch extraordinary Ian* 
guage can be intentional : but as I per- 
ceive that to talk to me at all» and to 
talk to me in a manner that gives me 
pain, is with you invariably the fame 
thing, be affurcd this is the laft iime that 
any circumftance whatever, fliort of 
abfolute compulfion, (hall again induce 
me to accept your attendance^ or commit 
myfclf to your care !'* 

This timely, and ferious rebuke, im- 
mediately convinced Eltham he had pre- 
fumed too far upon the well-known 
placability of her difpofition, and could 
not be too quick in feeking to make his 
peace. He immediately therefore — and 
>^ith unwonted humility — endeavoured 
to obtain her pardon ; protefted he would 
««i*kc it the ftudy of his whole life never 
in the fume manner to offend her again ; 
and, for the reft of the way, miraculoufly 
i^pt his promUc \ 

CA\KS . 
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CHAP. XI. 



On their arrival at Hampftead, Mr. 
Lenham hearing her voice in the en- 
trance, and furprized, after the meffagc 
he had received, at her' early return, 
haftened out to meet and welcome her* 
Clarentine ruflied forward the inftant he 
appeared, and delighted once again to be 
rcftored to his proteftion, was beginning . 
an account of her adventures, when per* 
ceiving immediately behind him, regard- 
'ing her witl^i an air of grave and frigid 
folemnity. Captain Somerfet! her voice 
faltered, (he turned pale, and fcarcely 
able to refrain from tears, walked 
dejeAcdly into the. parlour without ven- 
turing to fpeak, or look up again. 

They all followed her; and Mr. Len- 
ham taking her hand, and addrefling her 
with the kindeft folicitude, (aid — 

«' I fear, my dear young friend, the 
troubles and the fatigues of the day have 
been too. much for you. Xow \ck^;J^ 

L 4 V^xx^kS.^^ 
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harrafled and difpirited; tell me^ where 
did Mrs. Barclay lead you ? Where is (he 
now, and how, came you back without 
her r 

Clarentine, in anfwer to thefe friendly 
interrogatories, now made an effort to 
i'peak, and as briefly as &e could re« 
counted all that had be£aUen her. Then 
cafling a timid glance towards Somerfet, 
who, yet filentand thoughtful, fat leaning 
againft the table in an auitude of pxofound 
attention, (he force'i a fiuile^ and faid— - 

^^ Though ycuj my dear Mr. Lenham 
kindly fuipended your judgment, till you 
heard my defence— (?/i?^/, I fear, have 
been lets candid!'' 

Somerfet, looking hurt and furprifed» 
rofe from his feat, and begun walking 
about the room in evident agitation; 
whiUi Mr. Ixnham laid—-' 

*' You deceive yourfelf, my dear young 
lady ; we were all perfuaded that your 
delay was as involuntary as it was alarm* 
ing; and when Mrs. Watkins'smeflfenger 
came, and Captain Somerfet, who is but 
this moment returned from town where he 
dined, learnt it was deflgned to carry you 
to the plsiy) hi&< uaeafiucCi on your ac- 
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count vas fp gr^at^ th^t, jqft as you 
arrived, he was upon the point of fetting 
off for London again> to endeavour to 
aflift you in getting out, and to fee you 
iafe home.'* 

<« My interference, however,*' faicj' 
Somerfet, fufpending his walk whilft h? 
fpoke, and then flowly proceeding,. 
f^ would have hc^n fuperfluous; I knew 
not, at the moment I planned it, how* 
well Mifs Delmingto|fi W^s attended al« 
xcadjr.*' 

*« Mr. Eltbamr cried' Clarentine, 
cruelly difconce^ted by the coldnefs ^nd 
ferioufnefs^ with which this was uttered, 
** met me by mere accident ; and I am 
oertaini till' the inftant I was taken ill,. 
had no intentions of returning with me." 

«* At^ all events," refumed Somerfet, 
f*^my fervice-s would have been of little 
worth, and perhaps I have res^fon to con- 
gratulate my felf that their untimely ofier« 
met not with ^^Jecond rejeftion.'* 

Eltham, who during this little dialogue 
had, by turns, furveyed the two fpeakers 
with looks of aftoniihmcnt and curioiity, 
now g|aily faidv- 

. 1-5' '''^^'^ 
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** The novelty of this fccnc is really 
enchanting ! On erne fide we behold a 
grave and venerable man/* bowing to 
Mr, Lenham, ^^ who in his capacity of 
Guardian, though anxious for the welfare 
of his ward, is mild and gentle ; willing 
to credit her vindication, and defirbus of 
reftoring her to confidence. On the 
other," looking towards Somerfet, ** lo! 
where there (lands a young, but (pardon 
the expreflion) incredulous and rigid cen- 
for, who in bis capacity of Guardian^ 
though tenacious of his privileges, does 
nothing to fecure them; and who aflum- 
ing the aufterity that belongs in general 
only to age, leaves, at once, the gallantry 
and the indulgence of youth, to his fenior 
in office." 

Somerfet, who towards the end of this 
fpeech, had (lopped (hort and fternly 
liftened to its conclufion with his eves 
llcadily f^xed upon Eltham, was now be- 
ginning fome very farcaflic reply to it, 
^'l^en Mr. Lenham interpofinff, faid-^ 

Captain Somerfet, it cannot really 
be yow intention ferioufly to refent this 
fpeech ? a fpeech uttered in raillery, and 

meant 
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meant but as a good-humoured reproof 
of your gravity." 

Somcrfet checked himfelf ; and though 
his countenance refumed not immediately, 
all its wonted calmnefs, forbore .faying 
any thing f^irther* 

Meanwhile, the grieved «ind humbled 
Clarentine, one moment petrified at So- 
raerfet's chilling indifference, the next 
frightened at his apprehended afperity^ 
fat motipniefs and filent, with her eyes 
fixed upon the floor, and her whole heart 
fo faddened and fo depreffed, that it was 
with the utmoft difficulty flie kept her 
place, or knew how to difperfe the tears 
that were every inflant ready to ftart. 

The fight of this dejeftion, the palenefs 
of her countenance, and the remembrance 
of the diftreffing fcene he had witnefTed 
in the morning, excited Mr. Lenham's 
utmoft inquietude, and concern. He 
moved towards her, and whilft Eltham 
was fpeaking to Mifs Barclay, who at that 
moment entered, and Somerfet with af- 
fefted unconcern was looking over the 
news paper, entreated her, in the moft 
anxious and preifing terms, to tell him 

L 6 ^\\ax 



5129 CLAKSRTIinr^ 

what it was that cauTed m her Co melanw 
choly a change f 

Clarentinei overpowered by this gen* 
ll^nefs and fympathy, and no longer able 

to command the tears (he had fo long 
ftruggled to reftrain^ now laid in a low 
and faultering voice— 

^ Oh, do not, deareft Sir, do not fpeak 
to me with this opprefling kindnefs, I con* 
jure you ! Could I, dared I confide iff 
any one, it (hould be in you : but mine is 
a fecret that ought not to be told !" 

" You amaze me!" cried he, "what 
fecret can be depofited in a heart fo guile- 
lefs and fo pure as yours, that yon need 
blufli to reveal ?** 

" Alas, Sir!" exclaimed Clarentine, 
fighing, " bow little you fufpeft the ftate 
of that heart fo\x feek thus benevolently 
to penetrate. It is filled at this moment 
with every evil paffion. Pride, refent- 
ment, envy, and ingratitude afiail it by 
turns ; and, oh Sir, affail it fo forcibly, 
that I know not how to repel them !" 

Mr. Lenham inexpreffibly aftonifhed 
at this fpeech, looked at her a few mi- 
nutes in filent confternation ; then fearing 
they might be obfex\^d>^^xd~ 
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*^ Tfifc is no place in which to follcir 
^ou for an explanation ; but to-morrow t 
kopc you will not refufe to" gratify a cuu 
riofity you have fo painfully raifed P* 

Clarentine's heart was too full to fpeakf^ 
Bid Mn Lenham, kindly preflin^ her hand 
IS he arofe, walked away. 

A few minutes after^ Eltham took hi^ 
[eat, and earneftty examining her, at 
length abruptly faid^ — 

*« Has Mr. Lenham been playing the 
fame part your oiber guardian did ? Tou 
have been weeping, Mifs Detmington; you* 
feem diftreffed— Wherefore? What has 
occafioned it ?" 

Too much difturbed to attend to hifn^ 
Clarentine turned from his enquiring eyt 
with embarraifmenr and uneafinefs, and 
afluring him he had miftaken fatigue for 
(prrow, befought him to leave her-— 

- «* I will ;" cried he, rifing immediately, 
^^ it would be barbarous at fuch a time 
to importune you longer/* 

' He then rejoined the party round the 
table ; and Clarentine perceiving fhe 
might quit the room without being ob- 
ferved^ very foon after went up ftairs. 
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The tacit confeot (he had given to Mr. 
Lenham's requeft of an explanation the 
next day, there recurred to her with the 
moft painful fenfations of felf reproach. 
Should (he, acknowledging her weaknefs 
to Somerfet^s moft approved and eftab- 
lifhed friend, voluntarily put herfelf in 
danger of having it betrayed to Somerfet 
himfelf ? The idea was infupportable ! 

" Who I," cried flie, " i be the pubr 
liiher of my own difgrace ? I impowcr 
any one to report to him a confeffion fo 
humiliating; difclofe not only my love, 
but my difappointnient, my vain wiflies, 
my jealoufy and regret? No, never! So- 
merfct's indifference I may learn to bear: 
but to become the'objcft either of his 
pity, or his contempt, would be too muchT 

The refult of thefe angry felf-interro- 
gatories was, a fixed determination afli- 
duoufly to Ihun the half-promifed, but 
mortifying conference to which fhe ex- 
pefted to be called; or, if unavoidably - 
drawn into it, frankly to declare Ihe al- 
ready repented having even gone fo far^ 
and molt earneftly wifhed Mr. Lenham 
would releafe her from an engagement 

ibc found it fo difticuVx. \.o MftU 
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** Perhaps/' cried fhe, '^ he may, at 
firfti be tempted to accufe me of caprice 
and inconfiftency J hemayjuftly wonder, 
that whiift, at one moment, I fpeak with 
fuch unguarded opennefs as even to lead 
to a fuppofition I wifi> to be penetrated,, 
the next^ I fhould thus ftrangely recant. 
Far better, however, is it, he fhould con- 
jeClure the word from my filence, than 
for a fingleinftant imagine my confidence 
is intended as a call upon his compaflion, 
and granted merely with a view of excit- 
ing him to plead for me with Somerfet ! 
FleaJ for me," added fhe, indignantly, 
'' Good God^ in fuch circumflances as 
mine — in any circumflances — plea^ for the 
favour of a man decidedly attached to an- 
other ! Oh Somerfet ! low as I am funk, 
hopelefs, grieved, and difpirited as I feel, 
tiot even to obtain your commiferation 
would I fubjed myfelf to the fufpicion of 
a meannefs fo abjed!" 

The pride which thus feafonably came 
to her fupport, aided by reafon and 
cooler reflexion, now led her alfo to afk 
herfelf, why fhe indulged againfl him a 
degree of refentment, which, free as, he 
. was to chufe for himfelf, aad^ivK&\3^^ "^ys* 
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it embitti^red her own exifteqce^ wasj at 
once^ fo unjuft, and fo irrational ? He 
was under no engagement to her; had' 
never profefled for her any other fenti- 
ments than thofe of friendihip, and un^- 
defigning regard* Had flie any right then, 
either to manifeft open blame, or cherifli' 
fecret difpleafure f Was it not as degrade 

ing to evince fuch unwarranted petulance^ 
as even to betray her unreturned parti^ 
ality?— She felt, fhe acknowledged it^: 
and firmly determined henceforward to- 
reform her condu6t ; and, if not too Igte, 
once more to feek his friendjhipy though 
fhe renounced all claim to his love.^-^ 
** I owe", thought fhe, «< this effort- to 
my own charafiter; I owe it to Somerfet's 
pafl kindnefs and attention. My referve, 
my coldnefs, inexplicable to him as it 
mufl appear after all the confidence and 
cordiality I lately (hewed him, can only- 
tend to infufe into h^s mind a3 unfiivour** 
able an opinion of my temper a^ of my 
heart. He can never kno^fr whence the 
change originated; and confequemly can 
never impute it to any better caufe than 
verfatility and ficklenefs of difpofition/' 

In 
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In pttrfuanc^ of thefc reflexions, com^ 
pofing ber countenance before fhe de« 
fcended to fupper, and determining ta 
meet Somerfet with all the friendly chear^^ 
fiilnefs in her power, {he entered the par* 
lour fo fully expeding to find him there^ 
and fo anxiouily folicitous to prove the 
effeft of her newly -adopted plan, that 
when fhe found he was already gone---* 
gone without afking to fee' her, without 
leaving for her the ilighteft meflage, or 
appearing to remember fhe was in the 
houf« — her intended exertions were fbr-> 
gotten, her fpirits again failed her, an<} 
beartlefs, defponding, an.d affli£ied, fto 
took her place in utter fitence, and too 
abfent to join in the converfation, had 
fte even wifbed it, lifiened to all £U 
tham's gay rattle (for he f^ill remained)^ 
with the mod infurmouiitable and involun* 
tary gravity, and the firfl moment it was 
in her power, baflened back to her owa 
apartment^ 

The following day pafTed without any 
remarkable occurrence, unlefs the ab- 
fence of Somerfet, whom fhe had hitherto, 
fince his return from fea, rarely omitted 
feeing^ or hearing, from during fea\fc^^\v 



^^ 
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of every day, could be called fuch.^ Mrs. 
Barclay, after fleeping in town, returned 
to dinper in high fpirits; declared ihe had 
never b^n fo much entertained; laughed 
at Clarentine for the unaccountable terror 
that had fo ftrangely overpowered her at 
the play*houfe door; and finally, received 
a very tart reprimand from her fair daugh- 
ter, for not having fent Mrs. Watkins*6 
meffenger early enough to allow of her 
getting to town in time to make one of 
their party. 

The mother defended herfelf with htt 
accuftomed/^//^/r^;V, and the daughter 
perfevered in her complaints with her ac. 
cuftomed queruioufnefs, till Clarentine, 
equally wearied of them and their fubjed, 
took up her work, and left them to finifh 
the difpute by themfelves. 

The anxious looks of Mr. Lenham, his 
eagernefs to fpeak to her, and the manifeft 
concern and difpleafure with which be 
obferved her feduloufnefs to avoid it, 
gave her fo much pain, and at the fame 
time embarrafled her fo cruelly in his pre- 
fence, that towards evening, retiring for 
a few minutes to her own room, fhe wrote 
the following noit, aud delivered it to 
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him unperceivcd, as they were rifing 
from tea — 

*' To fee you, my deareft Sir, look fo 
offended and fo grave^ occafions me the 
greateft uneafinefs. I acknowledge that 
you have juft caufe, after what paffed laft 
night, to refent my prefent referve, fince 
for one Svho meant to fay no more^ I cer- 
tainly then faid infinitely too much : but I 
fpoke inconfiderately,and at that moment 
was not aware of the ftrange confidence 
to which I feemed to be leading. Calmer 
refleQions, dear Sir, have taught me to ~ 
believe you would yourfelf difapprove my 
proceeding further; and the pain that it 
-would give to your benevolent mind^ to 
know the true fource of my concern with- 
out poflefling the power of alleviating it, 
"would, I am certain, induce you rather 
to contemn than applaud the facility with 
which it was revealed, 

«« Attempt not then, deareft Sir, to dif- 
cover more plainly the fecrets of this way- 
ward heart; difturb not, perplex not your- 
felf about me. I am unworthy, at this 
inftant, of your generous attention. When 
lime, however, (hall have reftored me to 
reafon, and I can look b^cV;. >\^tv ^^ 
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events that are now pafling with mdiffer- 
ence and tranquillity^ then will I^ at the 
fame moment that I call for your con- 
gratulationsi teaqh you to fmile at my 
former folly, and join with you in moral- 
izing upon the inftability, as well of hu- 
man happitiefs) as human forrow !" 

This billetj though it quieted not aH 
Mr. Lenhain's uneafy apprehen lions, 
fofiened him in favour of the gentle wri- 
ter, and made him cautious either of agaiff 
queftioning, or appearing to watch hor*. 
Tenderly folicitpus to promote her hap- 
prnefs ; lovipg, her as a father ; and anX'* 
£ou$ by every poffible means to avert 
afiliQion from her, it is not to be (up* 
pofed, however, he could fo eafily ifelin- 
quifh the eameft defire he had to inyefti^ 
gate into a myftery fo alarming, apd fo- 
extraordinary. His obfervation increafed^ 
therefore, with his wi(h to conceal it; and 
^11 Clarentine's future prudence, all her 
care andberdifcretion were fcarcely ade- 
quate to the difficulty of evading his pe- 
netration. 

She had now fteadily adhered to her 
new plan of conduft for fome days— -» 
treated Somexfev VuVi ^VVv« Couacr eafe 
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iind complacency— re vived) in feme mea- 
lure, his wonted chcarfulnefs — refumed 
faer old habits — read, walked, and con- 
Verfed with him, as on his firft arrivkl ; 
tod, though flie had never yet been put 
to the trial, determined even when alone 
^ith him to behave with the fame friend* 
linefs and unreferve; when, one morning 
foon after break£a(l, whilft (he was fitting 
1)y herfelf in the parlour, he unexpe6tedly 
entered, but ftopping fhort on perceiv- 
ing her, feemed to hefitate a moment 
'Whether he fhould advance, and then, 
ihutting the door, flowly approached 
her.— 

** I have wifhed, my dear Mifs Det- 
miiigton, for fome time," faid he, fitting 
down by her; and after a fhort filence, 
gravely addrefling her, " to have a few 
minutes private converfation with you* 
Are you at leifure.now? and may I ven- 
ture to fpeak with all the fincerity you 
formerly authorized ?*' 

Clarentine, too much confounded by 
the ferioufnefs of his looks and voice, 
and the intellrgible, though gentle re- 
proach his laft w6rds conveyed, to be 
able immediately to anfwcr hini> Sotci«- 
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fet perceiving her embarraflment, added 
with a half fmile— 

^' What is it, my deareft Mifs Del- 
mington apprehends ? Does fhe believe 
me fo very a cen/or as I was defcribed to 
her? Does my aufterity fo much alarm 
her, that fhe even fears to fpeak to 
me?" 

«' O no, no!" cjried Clarentine widi 
quicknefs, '^ I am ready, I am anxiooi 
to hear, and to anfwer every queftion you 
can afk. I have no fears but of having, 
perhaps, of la,te, too juftly merited your 
difapprobation !" 

" Difcard, difcard from your mind," 
cried Somerfet, earneftly, " all fuch vain 
and caufelefs terrors ! To difapprove I claim 
no right, even if I had the will; I am 
not^ Mifs Delmington, the fevere and arbi- 
trary monitor you fufpeft ! Could you for- 
get that fuch a conne6tion as guardian and 
ward fubfifted between us, and view me 
only as a brother and a friend — a friend 
whom in former times you ufed to truft 
•^-a brother whom you once, I believe, 
loved — then fhould I fearlefsly proceed, 
and frankly avow the motives that urged 
me to requeft this conference." 
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** Proceed then, unhefitatingly,** cried 
Clarentine, with warmth; " fpeak with 
the certainty of being only interpreted as 
you could wiOi!" 

Softened and delighted by this fpeechy 
Somerfet appeared half tempted to im- 
print upon the hand he held a kifs of 
gratitude, and acknowledgment. He 
reftrained himfelf, however, and re- 
fuming the difcourfe, in a tone of 
.more than ufual gentlenefs and kindnefs, 

faid— 

" Could I defcribe to Mifs Delming- 
ton the anxious folicitude with which, 
not only now^ but ever, I have wiflied to 
fee her happy; could fhe form any idea 
of the deep and animated intereft I take 
in all that relates to her, the queftion I 
am about to a{k would require no other 
apology than the affectionate fentiment 
by which it is dictated ; as fhe can have 
no conception, however, of that fenti-- 
xnent— of half its zeal and fervour — I 
muft rely upon her indulgence, and the 
reftitude of my own intentions for par- 
don/* 

He then went on to enquire, for Cla- 
rentine was too much agitated to jnterrui^t 4 
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him, with all the confiderate delicacy the 
-fubjed demanded) how long (he had been 
acquainted with Mr. Eltham ? What ihe 
believed were his views in coming fo fre- 
quently to the houfe, and paying her fuch 
marked attention ? and what her own 
opinion and defigAs refpeCUng him were ? 

•*« If, my lovely friend," added he, 
^ you have anj^reafon to fufpeft him of 
being a mere idle ^J/r/, one ofthofedef- 
picable and prefuming coxcombs, knowk 
under the denomination of male^coquetteh 
the more fpeedily you authorize either 
Mr, Lenham or me^ (in my formidable 
capacity of Guardian) to difcard him — or, 
if you prefer it, ^he more fpeedily you 
announce to him his difmiflion yourfelf, 
the more jufl it will be to your own cha- 
rafter. If, on the contrary, as appears 
far more probable, his defigns are ferious 
and honourabFe, and are, befides, fuch as 
you approve, and feel willing to en- 
courage, the fooner, through the inter- 
ference of fome friend, he is brought to 
declare them" — 

^« The better? afked Clarentinc, in- 
terrupting him in a faint voiced and turn- 

S ,ing 
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ing extremely pale, " the better, do you 
^think, Mr. Somerfet?'* 

Somerfet changed colour, looked irre* 
folute and difconcerted, and calling down 
Axis eyes, after a fhort paufe, replied — 

f^ I acknowledge myfelf by no means a 
<^ompetent judge in this cafe either of the 
ketter or the worft. ^ Your own heart, Mi£s 
*Delmington, muft determine for you.; 
land if I have prefumed too far, I entreat 
jyour forgivenefs ; it was not, you will be- 
lieve, I hope> my defign to diSlate its de- 
•cifion." 

- " O no," cried Clarentine recovering 
Jherfelf, " that I am perfuaded of ! — But 
Sir, before we drop this fubjeft — a fub. 
jeQ painful to me to talk upon, and I am 
fure, by no means pleafant to you, fur- 
ther than as it enables you to prove your 
general good-wiflies and concern for xvkQ 
^— fufFer me to entreat that on no account 
whatever yau will fpeak upon it to Mr. 
Eltham. All that I may wifli fliould be 
faid, I will either r^qiieft Mr. Lenham to 
repeat for me, or undertake to tell him 
ftiyfelf !" 

. Somerfet only bowed ; he ventured not 
to affc what that all would be, i\^\Ni\et ^\\ 

M V^ 
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he. chufe to purfue the converfadom 
After a fhortanterval, therefore, ^rij&ng, 
and taking hu hat^ be faid he was going 
back to town; a&ed if (he had any com- 
mands, and on her faying, " none,*' wiihcd 
her good morning, and left the room. 

«« To what," thought Ciarenlinc, whcB 
he was ^gone, ^^ to what would this Bn* 
gular converfation tend P Does he reaJlljr 
wijb me to encourage £ltham i Were his 
enquiries only meant to find out my real 
ientiments concerning him^ or was k 
' their aim to prove to me that he was readjr 
to favour another's pretenfions ? Incom- 
prehenfible Somerfet! Inr voice, in looks, 
fo tender and fo anxious, in heart fo 
regardlefs and fo indifferent ! Oh, why 
addrefs me in language fo flattering, talk 
to me of his Jolicitude^ his c^eSion^ and 
his zeal, and at the fame moment, by the 
tranquil unconcern with which he (hews 
himfclf ready to refign n>c, plant a dag- 
ger in my breaft !" 

- During the remainder of the day, as he 
appeared no more, (he had leifure to de- 
liberate with herfelf concerning the part 
flie had now to aft with ' Eltham. 
Superior to a\l coc^\]^\,ty— utiacquainted 
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Jndecd, but by report, either with its 
artifices or its nature, flie found no diffi- 
.^culty, as it was her decided wifli to be 
«eleafed from his aifiduities, in coming to 
the refolution of immediately putting an 
endto them ; yet how, in her own perfon, 
was. this to be eflFeSed ? She could not 
tell him (he believed him to be in lov<: 
with her— apprehended he had formed 
prefomptuous expe6tations — cmd thought 
il her d^ty tg check them ! He had never 
but once formally avowed himfelf— and 
that once, the only time his language at 
any period took the form of a pofitive dc- 
claration, though he had profered to her 
bis hearty his fortune^ fworn even to de- 
dicate hijs very life to her; his hand^ or 
hh faith had jxeverbeen comprifed in the 
enumeration ! To treat him, confequently, 
as a ferious pretender would be abfurd — 
would be almoft like ajking for his ad. 
dreffes, and telling him they were ex- 
pe£led. All, therefore, that flie had to 
do, was, to triift the bufinefs to the 
management of Mr. Lenhara; to beg him 
in his own name, and as if wholly at his 
own inftigation, to reprefent to him the 
impropriety of his conftant Ni(\u^ ^w^l xo 

M 2 d.^c\^x^ 
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declare to him, very pofitively, that they 
could no longer be permitted. — 

A commiffion Mr. Lenham would have 
felt himfelf more gladly difpofed to 
accept, could not have been devifed. 
Eltham's wild and flighty diipofition; 
the felfifhnefs, and indelicacy with which 
— folely for his own amufement, without 
appearing to have any determinate objeft 
•—he purfued, and trifled with a young 
woman not only of fuch unimpeachable 
chara3er, but alfo of fuch refpedable 
connections^ and fuch modeft and un- 
equivocal propriety of behaviour, had 
long offended him extremely ; it was there- 
fore with the utmoft readinefs he under- 
took to execute the taflcafligned him, the 
very firft time Eltham again came to the 
houfe. 
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CHAP. XII. 



The admiration which Mifs Barclay had 
conceived) even from the firft hour (he 
beheld him, for Mr. Eltham ; the venera- 
tion flie bad for his fplendid advantages 
of birth and fortune; the ftriking fupe- 
riority of his faChionable deportment, and 
cafy addrefs over thofe of every other 
man Ihe had till now converfed withf 
had fo powerfully operated in his behalf, 
that, without its being neceffary, accord- 
ing to Sophias advice, for Clarentine to 
interfere in the bufinefs, fhe bad indulged 
(unchecked either by her own pride or 
his negleft) a very tender, though hitherto 
it mull be acknowledged, very unprpf- 
perous predilection for him. The hard- 
hearted and perfevering indifference, 
however, with which fhe daily obfcrved 
that Clarentine received his attentions ; 
the almod pofitive opinion fhe began to 
entertain that even were he to offer him- 
felf to her fhe would rejcft him, had of 

M 3 \^\& 
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late infufed into her mind a faint hope^ 
that, by purfuing With him the fame con- 
duft Mrs. Hertford had adopted v^ith 
refpea to Capt. Somerfet, fhe might fuc- 
ceed, perhaps, in detaching him from fo 
imgrateful a miftrefs, and win him over 
to berfelf. 

It now, therefore, became her conftant 
ftudy, by every method m her ptxwer, to 
attract his notiee, and eilgage his admira-» 
tionji her drefs, her' language, her at- 
titudes, her very voice betrayed the 
jinxiety with which flie not only pre- 
pared for his . arrival^ but fought, when* 
he was prefent, to make herfelf conrpi- 
cuous. Had he been grave and refervcd, 
Jhe would have attiempted to appear foft 
and penfive — as it was, feeing him always 
eafy and carelefs ; often— to her at leaft, 
— impertinent; fometimcs negligent and 
indolent, at others, aQive and animated, 
Ihe endeavoured to model her own cba- 
rafter upon his, and by turns, to imitate 
every change that either accident or de- 
fign produced in his behaviour. 

When Clarentine was not prefent, ex- 
clufively to engrofs his attention, there 
were momeuis \j\vtu^\iv preference to fit- 
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ting wholly unemployed, he would vouch* 
fafe with an air of condef cenfion, and fre-^ 
quently in the midft of a yawn, to addr efs 
to her a few unmeaning ^nd exaggerated 
compliments,' for the mere pleafure of 
feeing her look languilhing and affeded. 
Once or twice, he had even given him- 
felf the trouble^ called upon by her re- 
peated though indire£t challenges, to romp 
with her; and after tearing her cloaths^ 
tiring and overpowering her, (for on thefe 
occafions he was feldom extremely gentle) 
ufed to throw hiiAfelf into a feat very 
compLpfedly^ and as he lounged back in 
1h# chaip amuied himfelf with laughing at 
the ftrange plight he had put her intOj and 
the difconfolate figure ihe cut ! 

As Mifs Barclay neither ,poffcffed great 
refinement, nbr great penetration^ flic was 
as little difpofed to refent his freedom, as 
fhe was capable of difcerning what his real 
feiitiments concerning her were. All Ihe 
afpired to was his attention ; and proud 
of obtaining it in any. way whatever, to 
the more, or the lefs refpeft with which it 
came accompanied, fhe was totally in- 
different. 

M4 l^ 
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It was on the third day after Clarcn' 
tine*s little explanation with Soroerfet, 
that at his ufual hour^ juft as the family 
bad met to tea, Eltham, for the firft time . 
fince the night he had accompanied her 
from town, made his appearance. The 
party he found aflembled, in addition to 
Mr. Lenham's ufual inmates, confifted of 
Mrs. Denbigh, and Mrs. Hertford. So* 
merfet had been there before dinner, but 
went away in lefs than hour. 

Clarentine*s reception of him, as at alii 
other times^ was civile but quiet and com*, 
pofed. >k)t fo Mifs Barclay; her eyes 
danced with pleafure the moment he en-* 
terea; with an eagernefs atid officioufneb: 
that made even Mrs. Hertford flare,, .fhc, 
drove young Blandford from the tea-table, 
and dillurbed every body elfe at it, to 
make room for him next her; looked at,, 
fpoke to no other perfon during the whole 
time he fat by her; and in fliort, behaved 
with fuch extreme folly and forwardnefs,. 
that Eltham, by no means the laft to per- 
ceive it, had fome difficulty, more than 
once, to forbear laughing in her face. 

As foon.as the tea-things were removed,, 
CJarentinc, who, though fhe made it a 
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point when Mrs. Barclay was alone to fit 
with her in an evening, thought herfelf 
exempted from this neceffity, when the 
contrary was the cafe, rofe to leave the 
room : but Eltham abruptly ftarting up, 
and ftepping between hep and the door, 
faid in a low and fupplicating voice> as 
Ihc ftill advanced towards it — 

" You do not mean to confign me over 
to this intolerable circle the whole even- 
ing?" 

" Intolerable !*' repeated Clarentine in 
the fame tone, ** Is Mr. Lenham, is Mrs. 
Denbigh intolerable ?" 

*« If they were angels,'* anfwered El- 
tham, taking her hand to lead her back, 
" when you are gone, I fliall wifh them 
all utterly annihilated !" then raifing his 
voice, " What have you done^ my dear 
Mifs Delmington, with your harp? Do 
you never play now ?'* 

*^ Yes," replied Clarentine, who rather 
than occafion any further contention, had 
>yalked back to her feat, ** fometimes.'* 

** Suppofe, my young friend, " faid 
Mrs. Denbigh, '* you have it brought 
down this evening, and attempt by 
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*< A folctnn air, and the beft comforter 
«« To an unfettled fancy,"* 

to quiet and tranquillize Mr. Elthatn?" 

." ^n excellent propofal;" cried Mrs. 
Hertford frailing, '* though one that, I 
own, feems to be applying to Mr. Eltham 
fomething too much of the nature of the 
Tarantula r 

** I am not," faid Eltham, " to be 
laughed out of my purpofc; therefore, 
Mifs Delmington, fuffer me to entreat 
you will fend for it, or permit— what I 
(hould ftill prefer-^— my attending you to 
your own apartment to hear you." 

" A modeft petition, truly !'* cried 
Mifs Barclay fneeringly, " I hope Mifj 
Delmington means to comply with it." 

Clare mine's only anfwer to this was a 
tequeft that Mifs Barclay, who fat neareft 
It, would ring the bell to order the harp 
down ftairs. 

It was foon brought ; and Clarentine, 
v?ho had now taken regular Icffbns of i 
matter for fome time, and really played 
>vith admirable tafte and expreflBon, afto- 
niflied arid channed Eltham fo much by 

♦ Tcmpcft* 
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the extraordinary progrefs fhe had made 
fince he lail heard her at Sidmouth, that 
he would not fuffcr her to rife, till the 
repeated yaVhs of Mrs. Barclay, and the 
loud talking of her daughter, warned her, 
by immediately (topping, not to lull the 
one to fleep, or rouze the other to impa* 
tience. 

EUham thanked her, when fhe got up^ 
in the moft animated terms, for the ex- 
treme plcafure fhe had given him, and was 
proceeding to aflc her fome queftions con- 
cerning the mufic (he had been playing, 
when Mifs Barclay, pcevifhly interrupting 
him, faid— 7 

*< I fancy, Mr. EUham,. you would not 
be fo fond of fuch dolorous dittiei if you 
was*n*t in love ?*' 

Every body flared, and Eltham, after a' 
moment of aftonifhfed filence, faid with a 
forced fmilc-— 

<* And who told you, my fair interro- 
gator, that I was in love ?" 

^ O Lord," cried fhe, «* we all know 
fhaf^ and with who, too!** 

Then darting an angry glance at Cla- 
rentine, who, amazed and confounded, 
ftood gravely looking- at bir, with het 

M 6 x^wsJiw 
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ufual abruptnefs vhen any thing difcom- 
pofed her, flie left the room, 

A dead filencc fucceeded her depar- 
ture for fome minutes; Mrs. Denbigh, 
however, who fat near the fire before 
which Eltham was ftapding, at length in- 
terrupted it, by faying to him in a low 
voice, and with an arch fmile — 

*^ If your heart was not gone already, 
you could have ho chance of refitting the 
amiable creature who has juft left us !'* . 

Eltham, perfeftly regardlefs of the pre* 
fence either of her mother or her friend, 
coolly anfwered, as he leaned gently back 
againft the fide of the chimney— 

*' Love is a cjflmcr, gentler joy, 

<< Smooth are his looks, and foft hit pace; 

** Her Cupid is a blackguard boy, 

<« And nm5 his link full in your face f ** 

This ridiculous, but apt quotation, con^ 
quered the gravity not only of Mrs. Denr 
bigh, Mrs. Hertford and Clarentine, but 
even of Mr. Lenham. Mrs. Barclay^ 
however, who, though fiie but imperfeftly 
underftqod its direft tenour, very fully 
comprehended the unfortunate term Hack- 
guards and felt herfelf extremely offendefl 
by it^ now iaid with great foIemnity-^-r .. 

^* Let 
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U Let me tell you, Mr. Eltham, thefe 
are very ftrange liberties' to take before 
me; I fhould be glad to know why Lucy, 
.though may-be fhe is a liitle pettilh fome- 
times, fhould be called fuch low-lived 
names as them ? I'm fure flie's done no- 
thing black-guard by you; and as for talk- 
ing of linksj I don't know what you can 
mean by it 1" 

Eltham bit his lips, and looking down 
as if apprehenfive his laughing eyes would 
betray him, faid with fome hefitatiqn— 

" Upon my word, my deareft madam, 
you totally mifunderftood me. I was 
far from intending any improper allufion 
to Mifs Barclay, be affured; there is no- 
body> I proteft to yoig, that does her 
jnore juftice — that fees her real merit in 
a clearer point of view !" 

" Well, well," cried Mrs. Barclay, 
fomewhat appeafed by this very JatisfaSiory 
apology, " we won't fay any more about 
it; I fuppofe you did'n't mean any harm, 
and I might not quite make out what you 
you were talking of; for, to tell you the 
truth, I know but little of thefe matters, 
and never was over and above fond of 
poetry and verfes in my life." 
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The extreme good humour and credu- 
lous fimplicity of this fpeech^ really made 
Eltham half repent having ever been 
vicked enough to fay any thing that 
would give her pain. He renewed hit 
excufes and his aifurances of refpe£i with 
infii;iitely more ferioufnefs than before) 
and then, finding himfelf perfeQly re* 
ftpred to her good graces, changed the 
fubjeftand gave the converfation a more 
general turn. 

When he was rifing to take leave, Mr. 
Leiiham, authorized by an intelligent Ilbok 
from Clarentine, begged the favour of 
fpeaking with him a few minqtes in his 
ftudy. Eltham, though the reqiieft feemed 
to furprize him, immediately agreed to it, 
and wifliing the ladies good night, took 
up his hat and followed him. 

As foon as they were gone, Clarentine 
apprehenfive of fhe knew not what, fear- 
ful of feeing Eltham, fhould he, after the 
conference was over, again return to the 
parlour; half wifhing, yet half dreading^ 
to hear its refult ; and by no means afTured, 
proud and fiery as fhe well knew he could 
be, that he would not break out into fome 
aft of extravagance and impatience, put 
up her work in W&^ ^.\x^ ^^xm^ and flew 
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for refuge to her own room, determined 
not to venture down again till pofitively 
convinced he had left the houfc. 

In lefs than half an hour, young Bland* 
ford knocked at her door to tell her Mr» 
Lenham was in the parlour, and fu'pper 
was ready, 

" And where is Mr. Elthnin ?*' cried 
Clarentine eagerly— 

" On his road to London, I fuppofe,'* 
anfwered Blandford-— 

*^ He is not below, then ?«-*not in the 
parlour, you arc fure?*' 

" Yes, quite fure ; he has never been 
there fince you left it." 

Clarentine upon this opened her door^ 
and telling Blandford (he was ready, ac-^ 
companied him down ftairs. r 

As (he enteted the fupper-room, Mr. 
Lenham, (he perceived, was walking 
flowly about it, looking unufually grave 
and thoughtful. Every body elfe was 
(landing round the table waiting for him 
to (it down : he Teemed not to obferve i^ 
however, till Clarentine appeared, when^ 
filently taking her hand, he led herto*- 
wards her accuftomed feat, and thea 
walked to hii own. 
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During the whole time they were at 
table, Clarentine watched his countenance 
with the mod anxious attention. By de- 
grees the paffing cloud that had obfcured 
it difperfed; he looked up at her with his 
wonted friendly chearfulnefs;'joined freely 
in. the converfation, and before they rofe 
from fupper feemed wholly to have forgot- 
ten the little chagrin he had experienced. 

This change gave her inexprefEble plea- 
fure ; yet ftill eager to queftion him, con- 
trary to her ufual cuftom fee lingered be- 
low till almoft every body had quitted 
the parlour, and then ajs he was lighting 
his candle to go alfo, foftly approached 
him, and faid in a whifper; — 

«' May I, dear Sir, atf^nd you for a 
moment to your ftudy ?'* 

*^ Yes, certainly," replied he ; and im- 
mediately went out with her. 

-When they were alone, " Well, Sir," 
cried Clarentine, hefita^ingly, *^ how did 
your conference with Mr, Etham termi- 
nate ? Amicibly, I hope ?*• 

" On tny part," anfwered Mr. Lenham, 
** perfeflly fo; I was firm yet civil; and 
when I faw how ill his pride brooked the 
-afiPront, almoft tempted to- feel forry for 
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Clarentine fmiled — " I (hould never 
have fuppofed," faid fhe^ "Mr. Lenham's 
pity could have been called forth by fuch 
a paflion. — But tell me, dear Sir," added 
fhe more gravely, " has he promifed to 
difcontinue his vifits in future ? — May I, 
flatter myfelf hisaflTiduities are entirely at 
an end ?" . , 

'* 1 believe you may ; but not that if 
he meets with tkhev you or me in the- dark,; 
he will hefitate to cut our throats." 

*< Horrible!" exclaimed Clarentine, 
•* was he thfen fo very irafcible ?" — 

** I never before faw a man take fuch 
incredible pains to prove himfelf qualified 
for Bedlam or St. Luke's. He raved, he 
threatened, he abfolutely, I ^ believe, 
fwore ! and when he had vented all his. 
choler againft «j, proceeded next to utter 
fuch vehement denunciations againft the 
devoted Somerfet — 

*' Good God r^ interrupted Clarentinq 
turning pale, <^ againft Captain Somer-: 
fet ?"~ 

'^ Be not alarmed," refumed Mr. Len- 
ham fmiling; " thefe outrageous ebuUi-f 
lions are never, I believe, very dange- 
rous; were they to laft lou^^ tVv^^ Nici>iW 
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itifallibly deftroy the ftxongeft conftitu- 
lion in Chriftendouiy and Mr. Eltham* 
knows better the value of his than to put 
it to fuch rifle. After ftorming and exe<« 
crating, therefore, till he was completely 
tked, finding I made him no anfwer^ but 
went on very compofedly mending my 
fire, he fat down to cool, and ended the 
conver&tioa with as much temperance as 
It believe it is in his nature to feeU'* — 

^Mn his calmer moments then, Sir,"' 
afked Clarentine, ^^ did he £ay any thing 
that difturbed you more than in his fury ?^ 
You looked, I thought, extremely vexed 
and ferious when 1 firft went down." 

*' To deal plainly with you, my dear 
Mifs Delmington," anfwered Mr. Len* 
ham, " he made an appeal to my jttfticey 
towards the latter part of our confe- 
rence, that embarraffed me not a little. 
• I had given him, tacitly at leaft, to under^ 
ftand tbat^'^« were unacquainted with the 
nature of our debate ; this he feemed very 
much to doubt : but admitting it, at 
length, for faft, he afked me, with all the 
gravity of a man who thinks himfelf highly 
aggrieved, whether, after the fpecies of 
promife he had oucc obtained from you. 
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that when fixed in my houfe you voulcL 
admit his vifits upon the footing of a 
friend) I thought xnyfelf entitled, un^ 
known to you, to deny him this privilege? 
Whether, in ihort, I thought it juit to 
tim^ or honourable to you?** 

•* Mr. Ekham," cried Clarentioe^ a 
little indignantly, ^ is the only maa 
^reathing^ I believe^ vho> knowing ii^w 
and where thatpromife was exadied^ would 
kave ventured to fpeak of it to you as of 
one that he dejerved ihould be kept; If 
was on my journey from Sidmoutbt the 
ftight I flcpt at Salifbury^ that, aftef bav« 
ing perfecuted and frightened me diU I^ 
was really glad to come to any compro- 
mife whatever, he drew it relufla^ritly 
&om me, upon condition he confented 
immediately to quit me. This, at lengthy 
he did ; and hitherto it has been folely in 
confideration of that engagement, extorted . 
as it was, I have ever permitted him to 
fee me." 

'"All this, my dear young lady," faid 
Mr. Lenham, " I was utterly unacquaint- 
ed with ; confequently, to his ferious en- 
quiry had very little more to fay, than 
that I would fpeak with you u^oa vVsft. 
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(bbjeCl, and afk whether it was your wifli. 
the promife (hould be continued or re- 
tfafted. ' If Mifs Delmington/ added 
),> confults x»^ in this affair^ I Uelieve 
Mr. £Uhain9 you know what my advice 
to her will be. Should you, therefore^, 
hear nothing further from me, I beg what 
I have now faid may be looked upoa as. 
conclufive/ Upon this he arofe, mad^ 
BQC a very cavalier bow, and departed." 
. " And peace go with him !" cried Cla* 
rcntinc, fighing a weight of care off her; 
brcaft, " I <fincerely hope, that as mjt 
vifitor, at leaft, I fhall fee him here no. 



more.'* 



She then thanked Mr. Lenham for the 
kindnefs with which he had undertakea 
fo unpleafant a talk, and taking leave of 
him for the night, retired to reft. . 



CWk^. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

SoMERSiST, difdaining all artifice 
himfelf, frank, honourable, and noble- 
minded^ fufpe6ted not that it was in hu* 
man nature, unlefs funk to the lowed 
depth of depravity, to diflemble by fyftem, 
and deceive uponprincipk. Clear-fighted 
and difcerning in perceiving meritj he 
'was backward in difcovering errors; and 
while it was poflible to believe any a6iion 
, might have a ri^A/ motive, obftinate in not 
imputing to it a wrong one. In courage, 
in underftanding, in fortitude a man — in 
heart and difpofition he was ftill a child. ' 
The blunt, unpoliflied- beings with whom 
he had been accuftomed to affociate^ 
though they had infufed into hischarafter 
no portion of their roughnefs, had main- 
tained in it and nouriflied all its genuine 
fimplicity ; and neither taught him the rie- 
ceffity of difguife^ or the advantages of 
diftruft. In favour of another, whom he 
wifhed to- ferve, he could be vigilant and 
obfcrvant; in all that reVaXfcdL vo Vvm^s^S. 
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he was credulous and unguarded. Com- 
panionate, kind and friendly, whoever he 
faw unhappy he fought to relieve ; who- 
ever he believed deferving he fought to 
conciliate. 

A chara6ler thus open, tfans nndefigni* 
,ing and liberal, it required far lefs addr^Ds 
.than Mrs. Hertford poflefied^ to ytoA 
upon and influence. Quick in penciirat* 
ing every thought of :^his boneli heart, 
and (kilful in tracing every 4iivenue tha$ 
led to its approach, flie began her opera* 
tions with a fagacity, a cool deliberate 
policy, that might have done credit to 
the noble principal whofe agent fhe had 
condefcended to become. It was not 
Somerfet's afFeftion fhe fought,* or even 
expefted to obtain; flie knew too, well 
which way the wilhes of bis foul pointed 
to have any hopes of dire&ing them 
towards herfelf; the artlefs and un- 
confcious Clarentine — Clarentine whofe 
congenial mind fo well accorded with his 
x>wn, ihe was perfuaded cngroffed them 
wholly. ' Still, however, with fuch a man 
(he had hc^s of fucceeding ; it was yet 
poflible to imereft his compaifion, excite 
bis pity ^ tbougbL (he igiocxM^d tvQt hi$ lore^ 
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and, as to his fortune only, his rank in 
life, and independance (he afpired^ the 
feelings to which (he might be indebted 
for his hand, were to her indi£Ferent* 

When at Portfnniouth juft before hqr 
marriag-e^ fhe had firft feen him, coU* 
' laearted, and felf-interefted as flie was, 
file bad been unable to defend herfeif 
from experiencing aa involuntary fenti«. 
ment of admiration in his favour. The 
nobie, graceful, and unaffeded dignity 
of his deporunent; the intereflitig e^* 
preffion of mingled animatioa and fweeti* 
nef^ that charaderized bis countenance; 
the gentleoefs of his manners; the good* 
fenfe, good-humour and fpirit of his con« 
verfation^ it was impoflUble wholly to 
difregard. Even Mrs. Hertford felt the 
inSuence of qualities fo amiable and fo 
ftriking; (he felt it, however, without 
any diminution of her tranquillity ; and 
had Somerfet, at that time dependant 
upon a mercenary father, offered himfelf 
to her at the very moment her partiality 
for hina was the greateft, Mr. Hertford, 
wholly his own mafter, and faid to be 
very af&uent, would have been unheli- 
tatingly preferred. 

.2 "i^^ 
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Yet anxious to referve to herfelf the 
power5"whenever Somerfet returned, of 
renewing her acquaintance with bim-« 
pleafed with the profpeft, though now 
'married, of being followed and attended 
' by him, (he moft afliduoufly courted, (in 
remembrance of their new relationfhip to 
Mr. Lenham^ Somerfet's beft and earlieft 
friend,) the intimacy of Mrs. and Mifs 
Barclay, during the whole time fhe re- 
mained in England. From them, Vhere- 
ever he might fix, (he hoped to hear of 
'him : but long before his firft voyage was 
oyer, thofe hopes were for a while driven 
from her recolleftion "by the alarming 
'derangement of her hufband's affairs, and 
the melancholy neceffity that drove them 
both to the continent. 

Returning at the end of her long exile 
as pennylefs, as dcftitute, as when the 
infatuated Hertford firft chofe her for his 
ruin; difappointed in her ambitious pro- 
je6ls of forming a fecond eftabli(hment 
abroad, and hopelefs among thofe by 
whom (he was too well known to form 
one in England, her thoughts again. re- 
verted to that Somerfet, whom having 
feen only by acudcwv ^^ Vv^A hitherto 
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fccn without ferious defign; but whom 
now, perfuaded he could have heard 
nothing of her former conduft, aiidaffured 
fhe could only have excited in him fen- 
timents that were favourable to her pur- 
pofe, fhe determined to purfue, and 
whether ftill in expeflation or already in 
abfolute poffeffion of his father's pro- 
perty, to captivate and conquer. 

Her firft eager enquiries after him 
were anfwered by MiCs Barclay, with the 
welcome information that bis arrival was 
hpurly looked for, and his delay ex- 
tremely wondered at. The fame letter 
brought her intelligence that Clarentine 
Delmington, the orphan relation and 
favorite they had both heard him fpeak 
of fo partially, was upon the point of 
taking up her future refidence atli'er late 
tutor's, and meant to fet out for Hamp^ 
(lead in the courfe of a very fliort time. 
She was then at Sidmouth; and Mrs, 
Hertford, as defirous to conciliate her 
favour, as fhe was from the fame motives 
to cultivate that of the Barclays, fought 
with fuch diligent though incfFcftual 
afiiduity to eflablifh an intimacy with her, 
that, had fufpicion been a weed of native 

VOL. It. N ^xo^^nJcs. 
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growth in the mind of Clarentine, thoTe 
afliduities alone would have been fuffi- 
cient to have fed and cherifhed it. In^ 
nocent, however, and candid, little ai 
flie felt difpofed to ^love Mrs. Hertford, 
fhe permitted not herfelf literally to 
diftruft her till after the firft conference 
fhe held concerning her with Eltham. 
Often had (he fince endeavoured to erafe 
that conference from her remembrance, 
particularly from^ the moment ihe found 
Somerfet fpoke favourably of her, and 
Mr. Lenham feemed to regard )ieir with 
efteem: but the palpable artifices (pal- 
pable, at leaft^ to the keen difcr iminating 
eye of jealoufy) with which ftie had now 
during fo many weeks feen her ftudying 
to recommend herfelf to the one, and to 
conceal her defigns from the other, had 
at length fo wholly conquered Claren- 
tine's generous fcruples, that (he never 
beheld her without experiencing a fen- 
fation bordering upon difguft and horror. 
Yet the fuccefs that had hitherto at- 
tended Mrs. Hertford's fchemes had 
neither been very flattering to her vanity, 
nor very chcaring to her hopes; hery^i 
difnnt palfioHj though acknowledged with 

an 



CLARENTINE. 265 

an boneft Jincerity for which (he feetned to 
expe6l great credit, to its pretended 
objed, whom fhe found impenetrable to 
mere hints and looks, had till now ap- 
peared to create in him only perplexity 
and uneafinefs. He frankly confeiTed to 
her^ and bis confeflion "uoas honeft, that 
his heart was no longer his, own; that he 
felt for her the trued admiration, the 
utmoft gratitude and the livelieft friend- 
fliip; but could never hope to repay the 
. diftin^ion with which (he honoured him 
with any fentiments more fervent. Mrs^ 
Hertford fighed, heard him with blufhes 
and with tears; protefted foV happinefs 
was fo much dearer to her than her owh^ 
that could ftie but once fee it fecured fhe* 
cared not whiat fate might await h«^ fup- 
plicated the continuance of his regard, 
claimed even his compaflion, and ended 
by declaring (he would never mention 
her .unfortunate predileftion to him more. 
The next day, however, the day fol- 
lowing, and every day (he could fpeak to 
him apart, the fame fiibjeft was revived, 
the fame proteftations poured forth, the 
fame lamentations indulged ! Somerfet, 
confounded^ di (trifled, often wearied^ 
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fomctimes anrwered her with the moft 
refpcfiful ferioufnefs, at others, gently 
rallied her upon the unmerited conde- 
fcenfion with which (he treated him, and 
befought her for both their fakes to for- 
bear renewing a converfation he grieved 
to fay wsis fo ufelefs, and was certain muft 
be fo humiliating. 

Mrs. Hertford upon thefe occafions 
had the art to conceal her confternation 
under the more touching femblance of 
forrow and defpair. Sometimes alfo flic 
would talk to him openly of Clarentine; 
infinuate that (he had difcovered herio 
be the objeQ: of his attachment, and with 
that fpecies of guarded warmth fo necef- 
fary in order to avoid all appearance of 
afFcftation, fpeak to him, as if involun- 
tarily, of her beauty and her merit, and 
dwell with modeft candour upon the 
many reafons fhe had to fear fuch a rival, 
without being able to difcover one that 
could juftify her in feeking, even if flie 
had the power, to detach him from her. 

Penetrated by this generofity, charmed 
from whatever quarter to hear the praifes 
of one his heart fo fondly cherilhed, So- 
merfet, no longer languid, no longer ab- 

fent, 
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(ent, liftened with an avidity and a de- 
light to all fhe faid upon the fubjeft of 
Clarentine, that convinced her fagacious 
rival (he had at length difcovered a- 
never-failing, though a borrowed magnet 
of lafting attraction. The hope, towards 
its clofe, of hearing that beloved name 
coupled with praife, made him patiently 
attend to all tha^t in the early part of every 
converfation was irklon.e or embarraffing. 
His friendlhip, his concern for Mrs. 
Hertford redoubled ; and as Clarentine's 
referve encreafed, the only confolation 
he feemed to find was in the fympathizing 
pity of her gentle competitor. ' 

It had once been Mrs. Hertford's plan 
to infufe into his mind a jealous diftrufl 
of Eltham ; that, however, as it was im- 
poffible to effeft it without being often 
fubjeft to feeing Eltham herfelf, fhe very 
foon relinquifhed all idea of, dreading no 
one's remarks or obfervations fo much. 
Arch and fignificant as Eltham had 
often looked when witnefling her atten- 
tions to Somerfet; thoughtlefs, flighty, 
and ungovernable as he was, he might, 
either defignedly or by accident, reveal 
fo many things it was her intereft to keep 

N 3 S.^«^v^ 
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iecrct, that (be trembled evety hour at 
the coniequences of bis perpetual vifits^ 
To check tHerefore, or, if poffible, en« 
tirely to put an end to them, Ihe de* 
fcribed him to Somerfet as a roan, who, 
under the appearance of carelefs gaiety, 
concealed fuch licentious principles, fucb 
determined libertinifm, that he was by no 
means a proper chara£ier to be admitted, 
where there was a young woman fo in- 
experienced and attractive as Clarentine, 
upon fuch familiar and intimate terms.. 
The very partiality ihe had, whilft at 
Sidmoutb, fufpeCied Clarentine to enter- 
tain for him, ihe now changed into, what 
fte had fince perceived it. really was, 
embarraffment and apprehenfion ; fpoke 
of the uneafinefs fhe was fure his prefence- 
often gave her with concern and pity, and 
urged Somerfet to confult her upon the 
fubjeft, and endeavour, as quietly as he 
could, to relieve her from fuch wearifome 
importunities. 

Yet whilft thus anxious to deliver her- 
felf from Eltham as a fpy upon her own 
aftions, ihe deeply lamented the necef- 
fity fhe was under at the fame time of re- 
moving him as> a rival from Somerfet^ 
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What could fhe now hope would prevent? 
his feeking an explanation with Claren-^ 
tine of her late coldnefs? and when that 
'Urns explained, what could {he hope wouldf 
longer feparate and difunite them?— ^ 
Thefe queftions were difficult to refolvej^ 
Mrs. Hertford, however, fertile in, ex-? 
pedients, did reiblve them, and fixed upon 
a means of divifion fhe wifely concluded 
would be infallible. 

"Deeply verfed in the art of inveftiga-^ 
ting the charaQers of all thofe whonv 
either her intereft or her inclination in- 
duced her to court, and equally dex- 
tfiTous' ^n knowing how to feleCl from 
each the different qualities that could 
beft be applied to her own fervice, it was 
not long before, in the delicate, difinte- 
refted, but of late, fomfwhat irritable 
mind of Clarentine, ftie difcovered feel- 
ings upon which fhe might as fuccefsfully 
operate as upon the unfufpe&ing liberality 
of Somerfet. 

From Clarentine in perfon, then, j(he 
\fas determined the final crufh of Somer- 
fet's future hopes fliould come : but as Ihe . 
had great reafon to believe Eltham, find- 
ing himfelf banifhed from her prefence 
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upon any othfer terms, would, rather than 
lofe her without a ftruggle, renew his 
afliduities upon the profeffed and honour- 
able footing of an avowed pretender to 
her hand, fhe waited to begin her machi-, 
nations till flie faw whether her fufpicionf 
were realized, and whether Clarentine 
herfelf confented to accept him. 
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Mrs. Hertford was too good a judge of 
the human heart to be often 4n danger of 
forming wrong conclufions. A week 
had fcarcely elapfed fince the difmiflion 
of Eltham, when one morning before 
Clarentine was up, the following letter 
from him, faid to be brought by one of 
his grooms on horfeback, was delivered to 
her. 

MISS DELMINGTON. 
*' Barbarous, tyrannical and unpitying 
Clarentine ! Tell me, was it by your 
ftern decree I received fo infulting a pro- 
hibition ? GenlW ^tvd merciful as you are 



to others, why ever thus inexorable to me? 
Oh ! if I dared give utterance to half my 
indignation againft you— againftthe cold- 
blooded, phlegmatic politicians who fur- 
round you, how madly I could rave and 
imprecate ! 

** With a woman's form, with every 
attraftive grace^ every fafcinating charm 
the lovelieft woman can boaft, you poffefs, 
unfeeling Clarentine! the callous, the 
impenetrable nature of a rock! Did you 
even take tlie trouble to feek a fretenct 
for difcarding me ? Did you by one al- 
leviating, one warning fentence prepare' 
me for my doom ?. No; you ftabbed mc 
by furprife ; chofe the very moment when, 
moft implicitly relying upon your once 
promifed confidence and friendfhip, I 
thought myfelf fecure and unendangered. 
What a time to feleft for fuch a blow ! It 
came upon me with the fudden fhock of 
an unexpeftcd and refiftlefs thunder- 
flroke; and but that a woman was its 
caufe — that a woman's band dire£led it, 
fcarce could it have appeared to me poffi- 
ble or real ! 

" YoQ will tell me, perhaps — if in-" 
deed you think it worth while to attempt 
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any extenuation of an a6t fo inhumanv 
that it was not performed at your infti 
gation: credulity itfelf^ however, could 
giy^ no faith ta fuch an aflurance. Who 
would, who ought to hazard fo arbitrary 
a proceeding without your concurrence? 
Oh, Clarentinef I know you too well— - 
I fear alfo I know too well the a£iual 
ftate of your reientlefs heart, to entertain 
any doubt of the ready participation you 
gave to the whole bufinefs. 

** Would to heaven I had never feea 
you I never indulged the fatal propenfity 
that led me to feek fuch dangerous fociety ! 
From the hour I firft knew you I may 
truly fay I have never enjoyed a fingle 
day's uninterrupted tranquillity. I am 
fick of fuch an exiftence; and after this 
one, this final effort to induce you to 
foften its wretchednefs, am determined, 
if it fails, to fhun you during the remain- 
der bf my life ! 

*' As a friend, deareft Clarentine, you 
rejeftme; as a lover you repulfed and 
fcorned me ; as a proteftor you diftrufted 
me : yet, faireft and bell of human beings! 
as a friend, a protedor, a lover all in one^ 
SLS the partner of your future life, the 



grateful ihafer of all your joys, the parti- 
cipator and foothpr of ^\l your cares — as 
the man, in fiiort, whom the nioft indif-* 
foluble ties have bound to you at the al« 
tar> the moft fervent aReOion attached to 
yoi^ for ever, will you y,et, oh gentleft 
Clarentine ! will you yet vouchfafe to re- 
ceive me ? 

«* Artlefs apd generous as you are, I 
know that from fufpenfe or delay I have 
nothing tp apprehend : I can fupport nei- 
ther : decide then upon my fate but with 
the fame mercy, you will with franknefs; 
and in the happieit^of men, and the moft 
ardent of admirers, expe£l fqon to behold 
your faithful and devoted, 

*' George Elthama" 

The furprife, and fometiraes even anger 
of Clarentine whilft reading this ftrange 
rhapfody, cpuld only be equalled by the 
impatience ftie felt to anfwer it. Rifing 
therefore immediately, and dreffing her- 
felf in hafte, fhe fat down, and witholut a 

moment's deliberation wrote the following 
reply: , 

GEORGE ELTHAM, ESQ^ 

^ You were right. Sir, in doing me 
Jthe juftice to believe, iVi^xoxv ^W^\^^ 

N 6 ^"^^ 
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like the one upon which you have been: 
pleafed to addrefs me, I fhould make it 
a point not to keep you an inftant in 
fufpence. 

** Accept then,. Sir, jny bed thanks for 
the honour of your good opinion, but 
permit me, pofitivelyand for ever, to de- 
cline availing myfelf of it. 

" I have the honour to be, 
«' Your grateful and 

" Obliged humble fervant, 
" Clarbntine Delmington/* 

Of this anfwer, though (he kept no 
copy, it was not difficult on her defcend- 
ing to breakfaft, and finding Mr. Lenham 
alone in the parlour, to give him a faith- 
ful account, at the fame time that fhe 
(hewed him the letter that had occa- 
fioned it. 

" It is well," faid Mr. Lenham, return- 
ing it to her after he had read it, *^ it is 
'* well and happy for this young man 
he has, at length, met with a friend honeft 
and independent enough to give him fiich 
a leffon. Naturally arrogant, and ren- 
dered ftill more fo by the unlimited prof- 
perity that has attended him through life. 
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he feems to think the world was made to 
bow down before him. Pain or uneafi* 
liefs, being almoft a ftranger to the very 
name of either, he fupports with a proiid 
impatience that irytates their fmart, and 
gives fiercenefs rather than forrow to his 
complaints. Whilft he could fee ydu as 
often as he wifhed, talk to you of his 
paflion, and apprehend no other impedi-» 
ments to his vifits and importunities than 
your foft and gentle remonftrances, he 
was happy, becaufe unreftrained. Tcur 
peace, your tranquillity hfe thought not 
of; nor would this offer, he acknowledges 
it himfelf, ever have been made but to 
relieve his own inquietude." 

" I fancy," faid Clarentine fmiling, 
*' it was his intention to do me a great 
deal of unmerited honour; fince, having 
once declared himfelf, he feems to think 
that a fufficient retribution for every ofFen* 
five and paffionate expreffion contained 
in the reft of his letter, and dreams not 
of making any further apology.'* 

Juft then the door opened, and Mrs./ 
and Mifs Barclay entered to breakfaft. 

It was not long now before Mrs. Hert- 
ford, having obtained informaltion of thU 

2 ><v^^^ 
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whole iranfafUon) begun her pUn of c^*. 
rations. 

Bringing her work one morningt is wi» 
frequemly her pradice» and eftabli&ing 
herfelf as foon as breakfaft was over in 
Mr. Lenham*s parlour^ (he happened ac« 
cidently to be left alone with Clarentine, 
who, abfent and thoughtful, was leaning 
in unufual ina8ivitv over the back of a 
chair, oppofite one of the windows. 

ARer a (hort filence, during which 
Mrs. Hertford, difcontinuing her employ- 
ment, fat attentively obferving her, Ihe 
at length faid, in a tone of kiudnefs and 
concern — 

" What is the matter, my dear Mift 
Delmington ? i have remarked for fomc 
time paft with infinite regret, that the 
chearfulnefs and animation which diftin* 
guiOied you when I fir ft came hither, has 
totally difappeared, and given way to an 
air of melancholy painfuLto behold.*' 

Raifing her eyes at the beginning of 
this fpeech, but without changing her at* 
titude, Clarentine fixed them with the 
moft fteady and unmoved compofure 
upon Mrs. Hertford's face^ and after a 
moment^s paufe replied— 

^^ I ex^ 



<< I cxpe£ied noty mstdam, to have ex- 
citied in your breaft an intereft To generou»^ ^ 
coilcerning me. You are extremely goody 
and I feel grateful for your enquiriesi but 
muft be excufed anfwering them." 

She would then have quitted the roomy 
but Mrs. Hertford) recovering, from the 
momentary confternation a coldnefs fo 
repulfive had occafioned^ called her bacl^ 
as fhe was opening the door, and haftily 
faid— 

^^ Allow me, Mifs DelmiDgton^ if you 
are not particularly engaged this morn- 
Ing, to requeft the favour of five minuter 
converfation with you." 

Clarentine, ftill grave and frigid, yet 
evidenily much furprifed, flowly turned 
back, and drawing a chair towards th^ 
table, feated herfelf without fpeaking-r 

^^ I know not, Mifs Delmington," faid 
Mrs. He^ford, at length forcing herfelf 
to biegan, ^^ whether the confidence with 
which I am about to trouble you will ap- 
pear deferving your attention, but the 
predicament in which I ftand renders it 
neceffary, that, to enfure my future peace 
of mind, I fhould now be explicit and un« 
referved with you/* 
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*< 1 am ready, madam,'^ faid Claren- 
tine, involuntarily dreading fome latent 
artifice, " to hear all you may wifli to 
communicate." 

*' You are very good, and give me 
courage to go on. I will frankly, con- 
fefs to you then, Mifs Delmington, that, 
the worth, the fpirit, the generofity of 
our mutual friend, Capt. Somerfet (Herd 
Clarentine turned pale and altnofi ftarted) has 
made an impreflion upon my heartj too 
deep to be eafily effaced. 1 knew him 
before my marriage, and even then, 
though I entertained not for him the fame 
fentiments a longer, acquaintance has 
brought on, thought him one of the beft 
and moft amiable of men. This partiality, 
however, this admiration, grateful to me 
as it is to indulge, I have for fome time 
ftruggled anxioufly to reprefs and con- 
quer. A fufpicion — may I tell you, my 
fweet friend, of what nature ? a fufpicion 
the moft agonizing and painful has 
haunted and purfued mc, and till from, 
your own lips I hear it refuted pr 
confirmed, I can know neither reft or 
■peace.'* 

Too 
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Tea well forefeeing what was coming, 
Clarentine abruptly arofe, and again mov- 
ing towards the door, faid— 

" The fufpicions, madam, whatever 
they may be, which you entertain con- 
cerning me, I have no wifh to hear ex- 
plained : aft therefore, I entreat, as if they 
had never occurred to you, and accept my 
bed wiflies for the recovery of that peace 
they have been the means of interrupting.^ 

She would then, with a calm dignity 
that almoft over awed even the intrepid 
Mrs. Hertford, have immediately left the 
room, but again fupplicating her to return^ 
fhe cried— 

** O hear me, hear me, dear and gene- 
rous Clarentine! My fate is in your 
hands : decide for me what it (hall be, 
and keep me not longer in this torturing 
fufpenfc ! Tell me," added fhe, with 
quicknefs, " tell me, do you love Somer- 
fet r 

Clarentinc's cheeks glowed with refent- 
ment, and her whole frame trembled with 
agitation as Ihe difdainfully replied^— 

^^ I (hould have hoped. Madam, that 
the refcrve whith has hitherto fubfiftcd 
between us would have precluded tb^^ 
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faffibilUy of your ever afking a queftion5 
^'hich, even from a bofom-friend or a 
filler, would be indelicate and unwar- 
rantable." 

" You will not anfwer me^ then? you 
will not fo much as tell me whether by 
accepting Somerfet's faith I wrong or — '* 
' ** Good God!*' interrupted Clarentine, 
«& do you believe. Madam, ^ would re- 
train you, / would withhold you ? O nol 
]f Mr. Somerfet has offered himfelf to 
your acceptance, if it is hi^ defign to 
become yours, make hhn but s^» happy Z9t 
he is deferving, and be afiured I have no 
other wifli." 

" Excellent, noble creature!" ex- 
claimed Mrs, Hertford with energy, 
*^ How do I honour the force of mind 
which can thus prompt you to renounce — " 

Again Clarcntine^ though with lefs per- 
turbation, interrupted her — ^* You have ex- 
tremely niittaken my fcntiments, Madam^**^ 
faid ftie, ^* I renounce nothing, for I have- 
had no pretenfions : I exert no force of 
mind^ for I have had no weaknefs to con- 
quer. Praife fo humiliating, therefore, 
I muil requeft to be fpaced," 

^ Yoa 
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^ YoQ amaze and you delight me !" 
cried Mrs. Hertford. ** So wholly, indeed, 
had I miftaken you, that, attributing as 
Hell your late depreilion as your refufal 
of Mr. Eltham to the fame caufe, hoping 
to ferve you, I ventured, however cauti* 
oufly, to inGnuate my fufpicions to— • 
Somerfet himfelf.^ 

With a ftart that was almoft frantiCf 
and a look at once wild and indignant^ 
Clarentine tremuloufly repeated — 

^ To Somerfei! you had the cruelty^ 
the unfeminine, mercilefs cruelty to repeat 
fuch conjedures to Somerfei! oh fpeak,'* 
added (he with quicknels, ^ tell me, did 
he bilievi you ?" 

. ^ Captt Somerfetj** replied Mrs. Hert- 
ford, ^< is the lejift vaiii of any man I 
know : he might have his doubts, but — 

** Oh heavens !" t^xclaimed Crarentine^ 
finking upon a chair, and covering her 
face with her handkerchief, in an agony 
of fliame and mortification, ^^ What is it 
you have done ! why raife fuch infiilting 
doubts ? You have ruined, you have wil- 
fully and irreparably injured roe, and 
never more, if I can avoid it^ will I fee 
either Somer£et or yoa!'* 
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She was then, half diftra&ed, hurrying 
out of the room, but flopping (hort at the 
door, and looking round — 

" Tell him," cried flie, fpeaking wi4l 
equal hade and emotion, ^^ tell him, at ^ 
-lead, when you are married, and I am 
gone from this hateful place, how little 
you were juflified in forming fuch fuf- 
fpicions ! whatever love, whatever friend- 
fhip I once felt for him is now all con« 
verted into horror !'* , 

She then rufhed out of the room. 
. Mrs. Hertford, aflured her labour was 
now completed, and fearful, if Claren- 
tine was feen in her prefent agitated ftate, 
of being fufpefted as its caufe, foon after 
colleftedher work, and telling the maid 
at the door (he had fuddenly remembered 
fome bufinefs that called her home, left 
her compliments to the ladies, and quitted 
the houfe. 

The deteftible infinuation fhe had fo 
unfeelingly pcrfuaded her unhappy viftim 
had efcaped her, it was nothing lefs than 
true file had ever dreamed of uttering; 
flie knew too well the efFeft it would have 
upon the enraptured Somerfet to venture 
/b dangerous ai\d wwtvtceffary an experi* 
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watnlf and perfedly convinced Claren- 
tine'spride and indignation would be fuch 
as to lead her now mod anxioufly to (hun 
fffcty opportunity of being alone with 
him, (he refted fecure in the firm belief 
they would come to no explanation, but 
with encreafed referve continue, one 
from confcioufnefs, the other from mor- 
tification, to avoid all occafions of being 
together. 

In this opinion flie was completely 
jullified by the event. Clarentine, whofe 
paffions, either of forrow or of anger, 
when they were once thoroughly roufed, 
the keenncfs of her fenfibility rendered it 
extremely difficult for her to fubdue, had 
been fo deeply hurt by the fcene of the 
morning, and dill felt herfelf fo difturbed 
and irritated, that, when (he received the 
ufual fummons to dinner, hearing Somer* 
(et, at whofe very name (he (huddered^ 
was below, (he pleaded indifpofition in 
excufe for not going down. 

In a few moments Mr. Lenbam^ ever 
kind and attentive, was at her door to 
enquire perfonally after her. 

She went to . him the inftant (he heard 
voice, and affcding to fpeak wltk 
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chearfulnefs, made light of her complaint, 
untreated him to go back to the fatnily» 
and to quiet his own apprehenfions about 
her. 

<* I fliall be well, dear Sir, in the even- 
ing," added fhe^ forcing a fmile, '^ and 
hope to be able to keep my engagement 
with Mrs. Denbigh, at whofe houfe I 
promifed to drink tea." 

Somewhat re-affured by the compofed 
and tranquil tone in which (he compelled 
herfelf to anfwer him, Mr. Lenham, tel- 
ling her her dinner fliould be immediately 
fent up, then left her, .and returned to 
the parlour. 

There had been a time when Somerfet, 
open and undifguifed, attached to her by 
every tie of gratitude and of love, would 
have permitted no confideration, on 
hearing Clarentine was ill, to have pre- 
vented his flying with anxious precipi- 
tation to footh and, if poflible, mitigate 
her fufferings. That time was pafled: 
it was long fince, in the favorite retreat 
he had taken fuch delight in" decorating 
for her, Clarentine, by one encouraging 
look or fmile, had granted him admit* 
tance. Checked by her own coldnefe, 
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which, cho' within a few days it had begun 
to abate, he ftill remembered with a mix- 
ture of forrow and of pride, all that 
animated fenfibility with which he had 
formerly addreffed her, with which he 
had fpoken, not only of her, but to her, 
had been fucceeded by a ftudied, diftant 
civility of behaviour, equally well cal* 
culated to conceal his real fentiments 
from others, and from herfelf. 

The fcrft emotion and alarm, therefore, 
which the report of her indifpoiition in- 
voluntarily led him to betray, having fub- 
fided, upon hearing Mr. Lenham had feen, 
and found her better than- he expeQed, 
during the reft of the day he carefully 
avoided mentioning her name, and af« 
fe8ed, though with but little fuccefs, to 
difcourfe upon general fubjefts with the 
fame eafe^and calmnefs as ufual. 

Meanwhile Clarentine, eager to get 
out of the reach, as well of Mr. Lenham's 
enquiries, as Somerfet*s dreaded pre- 
fence, ftole down the ftairs as foftly as 
ihe could when the hour was come at 
which Ihe was accuftomed to repair to 
Mrs. Denbigh's, and taking one of the 
maids with her, let berfclf OQt at the 
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gu'den gate, to avoid being feen from the 
parlour windows, and proceeding lightly 
fomrard, foon reached that Lady's houfe. 

It was no difficult talk for Mrs. Den- 
bigh, fa^racious and penetrating as flie 
vas, to difcc ver in the looks and voice of 
her young friend, the mod manifeft fymp- 
toms of perturbation and uneafinefs. Cla- 
rentine's countenance was one of thofe, 
which, ingenuous and expreffive, it was 
as eafy to read as to underftand; and 
though fince the morning {he had not 
fhed one tear, heaved one figb, or given 
way to any feelings but of indignation 
and refentment, her eyes looked fo 
heavy, her heart feemed fo opprefled, 
and (he fpoke with fuch unufual rapidity 
and incoherence, that, almoft frightened 
to behold her, Mrs. Denbigh, after a 
{hort and anxious examination, earnellly 
called out — 

" My dear child, in the name of 
heaven! what has happened to you? 
Why do you look thus -itrange and thus 
difturbed ?" 

This eager enquiry (hocked and fur- 
prifed Clarentine fo much, that, daring 
at her at fird without being able to an- 

..— .:^^- fwer 
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fwcr it, (he at length, in a hcfitating and 
inarticulate voice, faid— 

*^ Happened, my dear madam ? — No- 
thing — what Jhould have happened ?*' 

" Something no lefs extraordinary 
thao terrible, if I may believe your coun- 
tenance," replied Mrs. Denbigh. *' Have 
you had any letters ? any unexpcfted 
bad'^nc\Nrs ?" 

Too artlcfs and candid long to elude 
fuch friendly urgency, Clareniine's burft- 
ing heart now found a relief, no lefs fea- 
fonable than confolatory, in pouring -out 
all its grief into the fympathifin^ and in- 
dulgent bofom of Mrs. Denbigh. Lt.was 
fo long fince fhe had pined, vainly pined, 
for fonie one in whom, unchecked by pru^ 
dence or apprehenfion, Ihe might fecurely 
confide, that, foothed and melted by the 
gentlenefs and compaffion that was fliewn 
her, every irafcible paffion by which fhe 
had been torn fubfided, and gave place 
to a gratitude the moft fervent, and a fen- 
fibility the mod unreftrained. 

When her firft emotion, however, ha,d 
abated, and the tears fhe had fo abun- 
dantly filed ceafed to flow, Mrs. Den- 
bigh taking her hand^ and, addccfll^S^V^^^L 

yoL. If. O "^"^"^ 



2S8 CLARENTI'NE. 

HI a tone of mixed pleafantry and feriouf- 
iiefs, faid— 

-'^ Tender and affeftionate as I have 
long believed you, my deareft Clarentine^ 
I never fufpefted till this moraem, that, 
to fo much foftnefs, your little "heart 
united fo much pride ^ you mull curb it, 
my young friend, by every effort in your 
power, or greatly do I fear, that of the 
moft benevolent and candid of human 
teings, it wiH teach you to become the 
moft unjuft and illiberal. 

" Deareft Madam" — exclaimed Claren- 
tine, with difmay — 

" Nay, be not very ferioufly fright- 
ened," refumed Mrs. Denbigh, fmiling; 
*' what I faid was more meant as a cau- 
tion than a reproach. I would not hurt, 
I would not defignedly offend you for 
the world, yet, my beft Clarentine, is 
there not fomething a little petulant and 
iiafty in the anger with which you permit 
yourfelf to fpeak of Mrs. Hertford ? Al- 
lowing that her regard for Captain Somer- 
fet clafties with your own; that flie has 
unadvifedly given him to underftand 
more of your partiality in his favour than 
you could wifti •, ftiW^Vio-^^ver^ I fee Jiot 
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in either cafe any re^fon fo feverely 
to blame her. Let your own fufcepti- 
bility be an apology for bers; and as 
for the difclofure flie made io him, im- 
prudent a« it was, its motives at- Icatt: 
could only be ftich as to do honour to 
her heart/' 

Clarentine, with a look of incredulity, 
and a fmile of involuntary contempt^ 
would here have interrupted her, but Mrs. 
Denbigh not allowing her time, fome- 
what gravely added — 

** Young as you are, my dear Mifs 
Delmington, thefe deep-rooted prejudices 
{hould not be cherifhed; fince, if iuch is 
now their force, when time adds expe- 
rience to natural diftruft, what will be 
their bitternefs ? Oh, let not then a ten- 
dency fo unamiable fully the guilelefs 
and youthful fimplicity of your charac-* 
ter ! Be not only virtuous and deferving 
in yourfelf, but cultivate with care that 
generous and noble difpofition, which 
fhould lead all whofe own hearts are purqf 
to believe well of others." 

Clarentine could bear no more — 

^* Oh, Madam," cried (he with carneft- 
nefs, <^ what dreadful prepoflcflion are you 

O 2 >j^>^\- 
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yourfelf conceiving againft me! Am I, 
indeed, fo lofl to all fenfe of candour and 
juftice as you defcribc ? Do I appear fo 
very illiberal, fo very fcvere as to require 
fuch a reproof? Oh, believe me, the un- 
favourable opinion I have thus unguard- 
edly betrayed of Mrs. Hertford is not 
the nocre refult of fudden refentmcnt, or 
groundlefs conjedure! I intended in* 
violably to have kept fecret all I had ever 
heard concerning her^ but you now cm- 
pel me^ in n)y own vindication, to fpeak 
openly/' 

She then very circumftantially re* 
peatcd every particular which had tended 
to infufe fufpicion into her mind whilftat 
Sidraouth ; fpoke of the myfierious hints 
that Eltham had there dropped relating 
to her, the caution hcrcarncfl interroga- 
tions had drawn rroni him, the (b'angc and 
fignificant looks with which he had always 
talked of her; and laftly, of the free and 
contemptuous ftyle in which he had al- 
lowed himfelf perfonally to addrefs her. 

Mrs. Denbigh liflened to all thefc cir- 
cumftances with an air of furprife which 
plainly fhcwed, that had flie depended 
hk impUciiVy vx^vow lUe veracity of tht^ 
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relator, flie would have been tempted 
wholly to difci*edit them. 

*' The greateji proof of art^^ it has been 
faid, *' is to conceal tfr/.".and this Mrs, 
Hertford had fofuccefsfullyaccomplifhed^ 
that, far from having ever appeared in 
Mrs. Denbigh's eyes as a woman of de- 
fign or contrivance, fhe had rather im- 
pofcd herfelf upon her as one of volatility 
and thoughtleffhefs, who to a great deal 
of levity added quick parts, but neither 
depth enough to be capable of regular 
ftratagem, or fteadinefs fufficient to apply 
her underftanding to purpofes of utility. 
What the qualities of her heart might be, 
(he had found no opportunity of feriouHy 
inveftigating: concluding them, however, 
to be rather benevolent than otherwife, 
from her conftant readinefs to oblige and 
her never-failing good-humour, fhe had 
always feen her without diftruft, and con* 
verfed with her without referve. 

Thefe being her fentiments, when 
Clarentine paufed, Mrs. DenWgh frankly 
avowed them, adding, 

*' Upon the opinion of fuch a man as 
Mr. Eltham, Q^relefs and inconfiderate 
as, without a doubt^ he is, I can confe- 

O 3 o^^vvC\>^ 
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qucntly put but little reliance. Mrs* 
Hertford, tliough now I believe fhe is 
ferioufly attached, once appeared to me, 
and formerly unqueftionably was, a giddy, 
vain coquette, fond of admiration, and 
delighting in new conqueffs : Mr. Eltham 
himfelf pofTefl'cd much the fame turn of 
mind; and thefe two, playing upon each 
other, with identical weapons, may very 
probably have had fomc little difference, 
the gentleman's froud Jlomach knows not, 
even yet, how to digeft. If he really 
thought her more to blame than himfelf^ 
there was nothing diflionourable in his 
guardedly cautioning you againfb her: 
yet, from an advifcr fo ill qualified for 
the tafk, I would not, Mifs Dclmington, 
too readily imbibe injurious furmifes." 

'* Well Madam,*' cried Clarentine, 
•* further than this, I will fay no more 
upon the fubjc6l: it is equally impoflible 
for mc cither to /(7r^^/ or not io feel y 1 am 
'Convinced, therefore, that as long as I 
remain in Mrs. Hertford's vicinity, think- 
ing of her as I muji think, and fuffering 
by her as I miiji fuffer, I can enjoy no 
cafe or comfort. Where I can go I 
know notj but from Mr. Lcnham's houfe 

daring 
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during the prefcnt pofture of affairs I am 
determined to remove !" 

" Are you ferious," cried Mr«. Den- 
bigh, with much aftonifhment. *' I never 
was more fo/' anfwered Clarentine firmly* 

Mrs. Denbigh after this was filent a 
few minutes; but at length, addrefling 
Clarentine again, and with the utraoft 
kindnefs, (he faid — 

^' If fuch, my deareft Mifs Dclming- 
ton, is your decided refolution, far from 
attempting to diffuade you from it, I will 
rather endeavour to make ^my own ad-t 
vantage of it. You fay, that, at this 
moment you have fixed upon no parti- 
cular place to repair to : I am myfclf, in 
a very fhort time, going to Bath : but as 
motives of fricndfhip alone will lead me 
there, and I expeft not to vifit or be 
vifited by more than one family in the 
place, itsbeing fo early or fo late^ (■! know 
not which to call it) in the feafon, is to 
me perfeflly immaterial : will it be fo, 
however, to you^ my young friend, an4 
can you voluntarily confent to fhut your- 
felf up, perhaps during fix weeks, with fo 
pceviih an old moralizcr ?" 

« Ah, 
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" Ah, Madam !'* cried the delighted 
Clarentine — '' if I could but flatter my. 
felf you were indeed ferious in making 
me fuch a propofal ! but it cannot be : 
it would render me too happy, and hap- 
pinefs and 1 fcem deftihed to be great 
ftrangers f" 

Mrs. Denbigh, much afFefted by the 
purport of this fpeech, after alluring her 
in the mod friendly terms flie had never 
made an offer fhe fo fincerely wiflied 
might be accepted, attempted to re- 
animate her courage and ch^er her hopes. 

" It is too foon for you yet, my 
Clarentine,'' faid fhe, '^ to admit lafting 
forrow or defpondence into your breaft. 
The world is all before you, a world into 
which you have hitherto fcarcely taken 
more than a ftolen glance: many, many 
are the comforts, the felicities I hope, it 
has ftill in referve for you. Your own 
merit will mike you friends; your in- 
dependance enfure you refpeft; and the 
goodnefs and purity of your heart beflow 
upon you internal approbation. With 
fuch profpeQs, fuch health, fuch in- 
nocence aad youth, why, then, my dearefl 

girl, 
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girl, ivhy give way to this vain and thank-^ 
Icfs dcjcftion !" 

**Ah! believe me. Madam,** an fwered 

Clarentine, the tears once more gliflen-^ 

ing in her eyes — ** I have not given way 

to it ! No day has now ever paffed for 

many weeks that I have not firained every 

nerve to appear chearful, even when my 

heart has been mod opprefled; and tho' 

often wifliing to indulge reQe6Uon, often 

wifhing to be alone, I have yet always 

forced myfelf into occupation or fociety.** 

" In both," {aid Mrs. Denbigh, " you 

were wife and right : perfevere, then, my 

gentle friend, in the fame courfe, and 

doubt not but that, in a very (hbrt time, 

your virtuous efforts, will be profperous 

and fuccefiful.** 

She then reverted to the fubjecl of their 
meditated journey, which (he told her 
it had been her defign to begin iri about a 
week, but that, if it washer ^ifli, and Mr. 
Leiiham made no oppofition to it, (he 
would accelerate her departure without 
hefitation, and prepare every thing in 
order to fet out in three days. 

Clarcntine was very grateful for this 
fccond offer, and very dcfirous, on find- 
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ing it really put Mrs. Denbigh' to n© 
ferious inconvenience, of accepting it/. 
They mutually agreed, therefore, to be 
ready early on the following Tuefday : 
and then Clarentine, all thanks and 
acknowledgments, and Mrs, Denbigh all 
benevolent kindnefs) feparated for the 
evenings 



^ND OF voir 11*^ 



fiRRATA TO VOL. IL 

Pafte. 7, line i S, /or en, read fa. P-igc 9, L 3, tf/3r/i* rt* 
pairb ad'i and. lb 1. 4, i7//rr friend add was. Pae^ 
3 , t. ij, /<»r Soph>a| r. Sophie. Page 36, J, 7, for 
Sophi^y a^d'p, r. Sophie. Page 7a, 1. 2tffor you, r. 1.- 
Pa^c.79, ■• *^' ^J'^'^ doubts add were. Page 93, 1. 7, 
/or m male, r. iiitni.a^ff Pa^e 103, 1, i, alter ^ing 
add his eyes on. Page 129, I. n, for introducing, r« 
intro '11^1 ion. Page 148, 1. S, after entertainmentf 
dfie liad. Page 154, 1. 11, /or vifible, r. rifible. Pu;e 
«7?» *• «9f7«'' began, r. begin. Page 183, 1. 19, for 
her. r Mils Delmington. Page 216, 1. lOf after aC" 
cine*' add heifclf. Page 1*5, 1. 18, ftfr intentions, r. 
inrentiofi. Prft;c 242, 1 8,/0r would, r. could. Page 
%$** i. i^,yar gently, r. negligently. Page 164, 1. 7, 
^or new, r. near. Page 165, 1. 10, ii/z/r at, r. his. 
Page 273, 1. 1 3, «/^r will, M witbt P^c at4| laft 

Moci 0/'<r beri ^^ owot 



I ' 



